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Preparing the stands of the exhibition the authors’ team was not able to use all 
of the historical documents and graphic materials which were at our disposal and 
had been provided by persons and organisations. We hope that these materials will 
be enjoyed in work related to similar projects in the future. 

The majority of Russian personal names and surnames in this issue are given 
in accordance with BGN/PCGN (United States Board on Geographic Names and the 
Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British Official Use) romanization 
system for Russian. At the present time the names of Latvian citizens and non-citi-
zens of Russian minority origin have only one official spelling in accordance with the 
rules of Latvian language. But the Latvianised variants of Russian names often do 
not correspond to the original pronunciation, especially when such names are used 
in English texts. The BGN/PCGN system provides much better result. 

Latvian personal names as well as contemporary placenames of Latvia are given 
in Latvian spelling (with some exclusion). 



Dear Friends

I am sure that reading this collection as well as visiting the exhibition of the same name 
will contribute to a better understanding of the realities of present day Latvia and Europe in 
general, where rich national diversity and different interpretations of history need not weaken 
cultural and political integrity.   

Since 2004 I have been an MEP, elected mostly by the votes of the Russian minority of the 
Republic of Latvia. At my request, over the period 2007-2008 a team of professional historians 
and journalists prepared a review exhibition on the history and present day realities of the 
Latvian Russian community. The exhibition has been presented in several towns in Latvia, as 

well as in the European Parliament. All exhibition materials have also been published in the special issue you are reading now. The materials 
are selected in 37 sections, reflecting the most significant historical periods and spheres of life of Latvian Russians. Some items are covered 
exhaustively in this study whilst other themes are only highlighted. For example the history of Soviet Latvia deserves a separate study and 
deep reflection.  After some discursions the editorial team rejected the idea of dedicating a part of the exhibition to contemporary politicians 
and businessmen of Latvian Russian minority origin. The historical contribution of these persons can only be judged impartially by future 
generations. Now we have an opportunity to prepare an overview of previous historical experience and we must seize it.  

The journey of the Russian community did not begin yesterday. It is sourced in antiquity. From the ages of the proximity of old Baltic 
and Slavonic tribes as well as the spread of Orthodoxy in ancient Latvian lands through to those times when contacts between nations were 
limited to war and trade.  The traditional Russian minority emerged in the territory of present day Latvia in the 17th century and was related 
to the migration of the Old Believers’ religious refugees. They were the first wave of Russian settlers followed by another three waves which 
eventually merged into the contemporary Russian minority of Latvia. During the 18th and 19th century the territory of Latvia was part of 
the Russian Empire, but of the conditions comfortable for Russian cultural and social life in what were then the Baltic provinces of the empire 
came about only for a short period at the end of the 19th and beginning the of 20th centuries. 

Over the past 300 years, the Russian minority of Latvia has experienced two periods of rapid industrialisation, eight changes of politi-
cal regimes, several terrible wars, evacuations, repressions, stagnations and awakenings. The history of the Latvian Russians is inseparably 
interlaced with the fate of the Latvian nation as well as with the history of some other national communities. Without any doubt the names 
of many outstanding Latvians, Germans, Jews, Poles, Byelorussians, Ukrainians and representatives of other peoples must be inscribed in the 
Golden Book of our history. The modern Russian community of Latvia was formed through the peaceful coexistence of several ethnic groups 
and under the influence of different cultures. Latvian Russians are a natural part of the global Russian speaking community. At the same time 
they are an important component of Latvian civil society and one of the appreciable ethnic minorities of the EU. The development of this com-
munity isn’t without its problems. The Russian minority in Latvia still has to resolve some painful problems related to the legal status of one 
half of the people belonging to this community, as well as to the development of Russian culture and education in the complicated political 
conditions of the present day Republic of Latvia. 

Respect for national history is a precious source of our confidence and moral force, our openness and consistency, our common sense and 
friendliness in relation to other peoples.  

I wish you fascinating reading!                          Tatjana Ždanoka MEP



Latvia in the Family of European Nations

Latvia joined the European Union on 1 May 2004.
The area of Latvia is around 64,600 square kilometers.
Latvia consists of 4 ethnographic regions: Vidzeme, Kurzeme, Zemgale and 
Latgale.
The capital of Latvia is Riga.
The state language is Latvian.
An independent Latvia was proclaimed on 18 November 1918.

In 1940 Latvia lost its independence and became one of the republics of the 
USSR. On  4 May 1990 the Supreme Council of the LR adopted the resolution on the 
restoration of independence, and on 21 August 1991, the constitutional law on the 
state status of the Republic of Latvia, which fully restores the state structure in ac-
cordance with the LR Constitution of the 15 February 1922. 

On the 25 August 1991 Latvia’s independence was recognized by Iceland, which 
was the start of international recognition of the new state. On 6 September 1991 the 
Soviet Union officially recognized Latvia’s independence.

Latvia became a member of the United Nations Organization on the 17 Septem-
ber 1991 and after only a few days joined the Organization for Security and Co-op-
eration in Europe (OSCE). In February 1995 Latvia became a member of the Council 
of Europe. Latvia has been a member of NATO since 2004.

The population of the country is about 2,270,000. Latvia’s population has his-
torically been formed on a multi-ethnic basis, especially in the towns

Diagram B 

 1- Latvians, 2 – Russians, 3- Byelorussians, 4 – Ukrainians, 5 – Poles, 6 –Lithua-
nians, 7 - others  

Ethnic Latvians are the majority of Latvia’s population (59%). Russians are the 
largest national minority of Latvia. Their numbers exceed 638,000, or 28% of the 
country’s population. The traditional Russian national minority of Latvia started to 
develop in the second half of the 17th Century. The present day Russian minority of 
Latvia is a result of several waves of migration, the most massive of them is related to 
the labour migration of the Soviet period. The waves have mostly merged and party 
mixed with the indigenous population. At present, residents of Latvia of Russian 
ethnic origin together with people of other ethnic backgrounds for whom Russian is 
the first language form the Russian linguistic community (Rusophone community of 
Latvia), representing up to 40% of the population of the country. 

Today Latvian Russians can be met in all regions of Latvia, but the largest part 
of the Russian national minority (71%) is concentrated in the larger towns 
(Diagram A).

According to figures of the Office of Citizenship and Immigration Affairs of the 
LR on the 1 January 2008 local Russians were categorized as follows in terms of their 
civil rights status (see Diagram C). 

Of those belonging to the Russian ethnic minority of Latvia (638,410) - 57.5%, 
or 367,035 people have Latvian citizenship; 245,665 are non-citizens*; 25,710 are 
citizens of foreign countries. 

* - non-citizens of Latvia are a special category of permanent residents without 
citizenship of any country in the world. 
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Baltics and Ancient Rus

C. Russian quarter (Dat Russche Dorp) of ancient Riga 

c1. In Middle Ages present-day Aldaru street had a Russian street name. It was 
situated in the Russian quarter. The first Orthodox temple in Riga was built also in 
this part of the town. Debt book’s inscriptions for medieval Riga speak volumes re-
garding Russian merchants living in Riga.  This book is retained in the State Historical 
Archive of Latvia. The records of 1286 – 1352 survived. 

c2. Map of the Russian quarter of ancient Riga created by Baltic German histo-
rian W. Neumann in XIX century

The Russian quarter was not the only place in town where Russian merchants 
resided and stored their goods  

c3. Bishop Albert Square 

Before Riga was founded a Livonian 
tribe’s settlement had been situated on 
the bank of Riga Lake. Today this is Al-
bert Square. The archaeological evidence 
from this site proves without doubt visits 
of merchants from ancient Novgorod, 
Smolensk and Kiev.  Orthodox baptismal 
crosses, pendants, glass beads found here 
were dated from XII-XIV

c4. Blackhead’s  House

One of the most beautiful buildings 
of Riga. The first record dates from 1334. 
In XIV century Russian merchants had five 
shops situated near this house. In XV cen-
tury the building was rented to the Black-
head’s Brotherhood of unmarried foreign 
merchants in Riga. In 1713 the building 
was bayed out by the Blackheads. At the 
beginning of World War II the palace was 
destroyed. It was restored in 2000 

D. Livonian War

d1. Map of the Livonian Confederation of XIII-XVI 

 1. Lands of Livonian Order

 2. Lands having belonged to Riga municipality

 3. Archbishopric of Riga 

 4. Bishopric of  Dorpat (Tartu)

 5. Bishopric of Ösel-Wiek (Saaremaa)

 6. Bishopric of Courland

d2. Tsar Ivan the Terrible seizes Livonian fortress of Kokenhauzen. 
Painter Sokolov-Skalya 

d3. Political map of the region after the Livonian war

 1. Inflanty Polskie (a province of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth)

 2. The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth

 3. Duchy of Courland and Semigallia (vassal state of the Polish-
 Lithuanian Commonwealth)

 4. Pilten District

 5. Saaremaa island (belonged to Denmark)

 6. Duchy of Estland (a province of Sweden)

Present day Latvia is formed on the lands of 
the ancient Baltic tribes; the Latgalian, Semigal-

lian, Selonian, the Curonian and the Finno-Ugric 
Livonian tribe. The medieval names for the territo-
ries – Livonia and Courland – were derived from 
these names. The word Latvia is probably derived 
from the name of the Latgalian tribe. 

The Baltic tribes were flanked on the east by 
the Slavonic tribes. Contacts between the medieval 
Baltic and Slavonic people were intensive and var-
ied, and this found reflection in the Russian chroni-
cles and in Latvian folklore – the famous Dainas. 

In the 11th and 12th Centuries ancient Russian 
principalities were involved in the struggle for in-
fluence in the Eastern Baltics. At the same time the 
Orthodox religion spread throughout Latvia.

At the end of the 12th Century European knights turned their sights towards 
the Baltic lands. In 1200 Bishop Albert with an army of crusaders embarked on the 
subjugation of the lands peopled by the Livonians, Estonians and Baltic tribes. To 
succeed in their quest the crusaders needed almost 100 years. Only the Lithuanian 
tribes did not succumb and created their own state. 

The Livonian Confederation arose on the lands conquered by the crusaders. The 
town of Riga was built and became a trading centre for centuries for the whole of 
the Baltic region.  In the 13th Century the Eastern Baltics had actually become a part 
of the Catholic West. However, trading contacts with the Orthodox East of Europe 
did not cease. 

In 1229 an agreement was reached between Riga and Smolensk, according to 
which Russian merchants could base their homes and churches in Riga. Thus in Riga 
a Russian quarter developed, which lasted up until the start of the Livonian War.

As a result of the Livonian War (1558 – 1583) the Livonian confederation broke 
up. The southern part of the territory of Estonia and the north-eastern part of Latvia 
came under the rule of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (Rzeczpospolita Obo-
jga Narodów), while the south-eastern part of Latvia became the Duchy of Courland, 
and found itself under the vassalage of the Rzeczpospolita.

Illustrations

A.
a1. Stone on the Daugava River with a prayer inscribed in the Old Slavonic lan-
guage

a2. Russian trading routes

The route “from the Varangians to the Greeks” ran through Latvia

a2.2 .Territories conquered by ancient Russian principalities or having been de-
pendant upon the principalities in XII and beginning of XIII centuries  

a3, a4. Objects of an Orthodox Christian cult found by archaeologists in Riga 
confirm that Orthodoxy was well known here before the Christian Crusades

In the 12th to the early 13th Centuries Jersika, Koknese and Talava 
were centres of Orthodoxy in Latvia

B.
b1. Bishop Albert

b1. A memorial to the founder of Riga, Bishop Albert (Buksgevden) (ca. 
1165 – 1229), was erected by the south wall of the Dom Cathedral in 1897. The 
sculpture was lost during the First World War. In 2001 the memorial was restored 
through the donations of Baltic Germans. The restored monument was unveiled at 
the celebrations dedicated to the 800-th anniversary of Riga 

b2. Panorama of Riga in 1572 

b1.
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Latvia Becomes a Home for Russian Old Believers

The Polish-Swedish War broke out in 1600. 
This war was fought mainly on the territory of 
Latvia and Estonia and brought uncountable 
losses for the local population. In 1621 Swedish 
forces under the leadership of King Gustav Adolf 
II succeeded in taking Riga. In 1629 the Truce 
of Altmark was signed, according to which the 
southern part of Estonia and the north-eastern 
part of Latvia (including Riga) fell under Swed-
ish rule and the eastern part of Latvia – Latgalia 
– remained under the rule of the Rzeczpos-
polita. 

During the Livonian War trade with Russia 
declined. It was not until 1642 that a new Rus-
sian trade mission and the settlement – the 
House of Muscovites – appeared beyond the 
Riga city reinforcements. 

The 17th Century was fateful in the history 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. On the initiative 
of Tsar Alexey Mikhailovich and the Patriarch 
Nikon a reform of the church was begun, which 
essentially brought about a revision of prayer-
books and rites based on Byzantine models, 
which was supposed to promote the unification 
of the Orthodox world. It was now necessary to 
make the sign of the cross with three fingers 
instead of two, religious processions started to 
be made towards the sun and not away from it, 
the spelling of the name Christ was changed, 
etc. Part of the clergy and the congregation, 
however, did not support the reforms. From this 
time, the Russian Orthodox Church split into two 
parts: the official, ruling Orthodox and the Old 
Belief, which had rejected Nikon’s innovation. 
Adherents of the “Old Faith” were subjected to 
the cruellest repressions, forcing them to flee to 

the borders of the state or beyond, including to the territory of nowadays Latvia. The 
hard-working Old Believers were readily accepted by the local Polish and German 
authorities, because there was no one to till the lands that had been abandoned 
as a result of wars and a plague epidemic. The first settlements of the Old Believers 
appeared in the 1650’s and 1660’s in the Duchy of Courland and in Latgalia, which 
had become part of the Rzeczpospolita. It was the starting point in the formation of 
the traditional Russian minority in Latvia. Descendents of those Old Believer settlers 
currently make up around one fifth of the Russian national minority of Latvia. 

Illustrations

A.
a1. Panorama of Riga. 1650

a2. Trading Port of Riga
Painting by J.Ch.Brotze

The Daugava (Western Dvina) was an important trading route, which enabled 
trading links with the Moscow state and Western Europe to be formed

The most important items of Russian export to Riga were flax, hemp, timber 
goods, tallow and linseed. Wines, herring, iron, metallic articles, silver and textiles 
were transported from Riga to the Moscow state. 

B. 
b1.“The Fateful Assembly” (picture by A. D. Kivshenko). Patriarch Nikon offering 
new prayer-books

In 1654 an Assembly was convened for the first time to sanction the church 
reforms introduced by Patriarch Nikon. In spite of the presence at the Assembly of 
the initiator of the reform – the Tsar, a group of priests headed by Bishop Pavel Kolo-
mensky spoke out against the reforms. 

b2. Archpriest Avvakum. Sketch of the Old Belief icon

 Archpriest (Protopope) Avvakum – holy martyr, Russian writer of the 17th 
Century, an active opponent of the church reform and of Tsar Alexey Mikhailovich 
personally. Thanks to his uncompromising position, occupied a most distinguished 
position among adherents of Old Belief. Was subjected to persecution and in 1682 by 
order of the Tsar was burnt at the stake together with confederates. 

b3. Boyar’s wife Morozova (painting by V. I. Surikov). Feodosia Morozova was the 
spiritual daughter of  Archpriest Avvakum, one of the great women of Russia, a firm 
defender of the Old Belief for which she was subjected to cruel torture by the Tsar’s 
forces and died in 1675

b4. First printed book of the Apostles (16th Century) in the library of the Gre-
benshchikov Old Believers Community of Riga

b5. The territory of Latvia after the end of the Polish-Swedish War

b5.1 The first settlements of Old Believers in Latvia
 1. Duchy of Courland and Semigallia
 2. The territory under the authority of Sweden
 3. The territory under the authority of Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth

b6. Memorial Cross erected on the site of the first church of Old Believers built in 
1660 (now the site of the city of Daugavpils)

b7. Panorama of Jakobstadt (now Jēkabpils). Painting by O. Hunn. 1820. In 1670 
Jakob the Duke of Courland gave by special decree municipal rights to the village on 
the left bank of the Daugava river, populated mainly by Old Believers. In honour of 
the Duke the town was named Jakobstadt.

C. 
Churches of the first Old Believer Communities of Latvia

c1. Prayer-house (church) of the Vainava Old Believer Community (Rēzekne 
region). Present day view. The Vainava Old Believers Community appeared in 
1659, or in 1670 according to other sources

c2. Prayer-house of the Jēkabpils Old Believer Community. Present day view. 

c3. Prayer-house of the Tiskādi Old Believer Community (Rēzekne region). 
Present day view. The Tiskādi chapel is (according to some sources) one of the 
oldest and was built in 1680

In spite of persecution and oppression the Old Belief has survived to 
present day

c4. Church people of the Grebenshchikov Community of Riga, 2006. Photo by 
Vasily Degterev 

D. 
Traditional Old Believers’ house in the ethnographic open-air museum of Slutiški 
(Daugavpils region) 

a4. Swedish King Gustav 
II Adolf (1611 – 1632)

a3. Stephen Báthory –
King consort of Poland and Duke 
consort of Lithuania (1576-1586) 
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were in Russian hands. In 1721 the Peace of Nystadt was signed between Sweden 
and Russia. One of the conditions was the affirmation of rights and privileges of the 
local German (Ostsee) nobility. 

Livonia and Courland retained actual autonomy within Russia up until the end 
of the 19th Century. The German nobility continued to rule in these two provinces of 
Russia. Eastern Latvia – Latgalia became part of the Vitebsk province and its multi-
national population became subject to Russian laws. 

The inclusion of Riga within Russia enabled transit trade to develop. Riga and 
other towns of Latvia received a powerful impulse for development in the conditions 
of stability that had lasted for two centuries. 

In the 18th Century different groups of Russians moved into Latvia. This was not 
only military staff and officials but also merchants, craftsmen, workers and serfs. 

In Riga Russians settled predominantly outside the city fortifications – in the 
parts of the town named as Moskow Forshtadt (from German word “Vorstadt” mean-
ing suburb, in Russian – Moskovsky forshtadt), Petersburg forshtadt (Peterburgsky 
forshtadt) and on the left bank of the Daugava – in the Mittau forshtadt (named by 
the Latvian town – Mittau (Mitava, now Jelgava), in Russian – Mitavsky forshtadt). 
A trader from Vyazma – Ivan (Johann) Fatov a successful exporter of hemp became 
the first Russian house-owner (burgher) (1775) within the borders of Old Riga. 

Illustrations

A. 
a1. In the summer of 1701, during the Northern War, a battle was fought near 

Riga between the Swedish armies and the Saxons. Tsar Peter I sent a detachment of 
Russian troops to the aid of his Saxon allies. In their retreat, the Saxons forgot about 
their allies stationed on the island of Lucavsala. Around 400 Russian soldiers per-
ished in the uneven battle. In 1891 a memorial to the Russian soldiers was erected 
on the island. In 2001 restoration works on the memorial were carried out on dona-
tions from Russians living in Riga. 

a2. Peter I – Russian Tsar from 1682, Emperor from 1721
a3. Martha Skowronska, a native of Latvia, was wife of Peter the Great and after 
his death she became Russian Empress Catherine I (1725 – 1727)

a4. Residents of Riga swear allegiance to the Russian Crown

In 1721 according to the Peace of Nystadt Livonia became part of      
Russia
a5. The Peter Palace in Riga. This house was given to Peter I as a gift from the 
Riga City Council. However, the Tsar decided to buy it from the town

a6. Memorial plaque on the Peter Palace installed in 2008
a7. Memorial stone in the Viestura Garden in Riga. This park was laid by the first 
Russian Emperor Peter I, and for a long time was called the Tsar’s Park 

a8. Citadel of Riga. Painting by J.Ch.Brotze

B.
Livonia joining Russia opened up a route to Riga for Russian settlers

In 1767, there were 19,485 people living in Riga, 8,560 (43.9%) of 
whom were Germans; 6,654 (34.1%) Latvians; 2,963 (15.2%) Russians 
and 1,308 (6.8%) were Poles. 

Latvia Became a Part of Russian Empire

b1. Boats on the Daugava. In the navigation era boats sailed to Riga along the 
Daugava from Smolensk and the Vitebsk region with goods to sell in Riga and to 
transport further to Western Europe. Painting by J.Ch.Brotze

b2. Russian woodworkers in Riga. Painting by J.Ch.Brotze

b3. House of merchant Semyon Lelyukhin. Painting by J.Ch.Brotze

b4. Panorama of Kliversala. Painting by J.Ch.Brotze

Balsam works of Semyon Lelyukin, native of the Smolensk region. A successful 
trader of hemp, S Lelyukhin opened in 1789 in Kliversala a factory for processing Riga 
balsam in accordance with the formula of A. Kunts. The factory produced balsam un-
til 1908. Balsam was not only supplied to internal areas but also to Western Europe. 
A similar strong alcoholic liquor is still produced in Riga.  

C. c1. Russian Empress Catherine II (1762 – 1796) 

After visiting the region of Livonia in 1764 Catherine II introduced a reform to 
bring more democracy to the life of Riga. The secretary of the First Department of the 
Riga City Council, Neiendal wrote that before the reform “Inhabitants of Riga were 
separated into citizens, non-citizens and foreigners”. Germans of Riga had burgher 
(citizen) rights but many Latvians did not. On 6 August 1786 the Empress annulled 
the segregation into citizens and non-citizens. All wealthy town dwellers received 
the right to elect the Riga local municipality. The new Tsar, Paul I however revoked 
the reform and brought back the old order 

c2. The Statute of the Commerce of Riga (1765) is kept in the Latvian National 
Library

D. The first Russian school in Riga

The District school in the name of Empress Catherine II  was opened in 1789. The 
school was situated near the modern crossroads of Turgenev and Gogol Streets. 
d1. Drawing by J.Ch.Brotze from the gravure by I. Klokov captured the appear-
ance of the building before the fire of 1812

E. e1. The Rundale Palace

One of the most well known pieces of architecture of the 18th Century in Latvia. 
Designed by Russian architect of Italian origin Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli. Con-
struction of the cathedral began in 1736 on the order of Ernest Johann Biron, a fa-
vourite of the Russian Empress Anna Ioannovna. After her death in 1740 Biron was 
sent into exile and the construction of the palace was brought to a halt. It could only 
be continued and completed in the 1760’s, when Biron returned from exile. Work-
ers and artists mainly from St Petersburg as well as soldiers were involved in the 
construction of the palace. After Courland became a part of Russia the palace passed 
into the ownership of Count Zubov and later became the property of the Shuvalov 
family. In 1920 the palace was taken over by the Latvian state. In 1972 a museum 
was opened within the palace and restoration works were begun, continuing to the 
present day.

e2, e3. Internal Rooms of the Palace

e4. Anna Ioannovna, Russian Empress (1730 -1740). Niece of Peter I. In 1710 
married the Duke of Courland, Friedrich Wilhelm. Widowed soon afterwards, she 
retained her title of Duchess of Courland

e5. Ernst Johann von Biron (Bühren) was a Baltic German Duke of Courland and 
Semigallia (1737) and favourite of the Russian Empress Anna Ioannovna

F.
In 1772 as a result of the first partition of the Rzeczpospolita eastern 
Latvia - Latgalia became part of the Russian Empire

In 1795 the Duchy of Courland became a part of Russia

f1. Administrative and territorial division in Russia did not take account of the 
ethnic composition of the population. The Latvian lands were, therefore, divided into 
three provinces (Guberniyas): the Livonia (Latvian Vidzeme and the southern part of 
Estonia) and Courland provinces, while Latgalia became part of the Vitebsk province

a1. The end of the 17th Century was marked by a 
strengthening of the struggle for domination of the 
Baltic region. Denmark, Saxony and Russia formed a 
coalition against Sweden. At first the war was working 
in the Swedes’ favour. Denmark and the Rzeczpospo-
lita left the war. However, the energetic Russian Tsar 
Peter I had quickly managed to modernise his army. A 
crucial event in the progress of the Northern War was 
the Battle of Poltava (1709), which ended in the utter 
defeat of the Swedish army. Russian troops besieged 
Riga as soon as November 1709. By the end of 1710 
practically all of the territory of Livonia and Estonia 
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Johann Christoph Brotze was born in Görlitz, studied theology and philosophy 
at the Universities of Leipzig and Wittenberg and was also skilled in technical draw-
ing. Brotze moved to Riga in 1768, worked as a private tutor and in 1769 became a 
teacher at the Riga Imperial Lyceum and later its director. Brotze maintained rela-
tions with the Lyceum for 46 years. Over and above his success in teaching practice, 
Johann Christoph Brotze had two interests he took seriously. One was the history of 
Riga, Livonia, Courland, Estland and the Polish Inflanty (Latgalia). In order to inter-
pret historical evidence he attempted to collate a broad range of historical facts, of 
particular interest to him were the details of economic development, the adminis-
trative structures and the personalities of political figures. Brotze, being a Czech by 
birth, felt more at liberty to interpret and appraise these historical events. An exam-
ple of this is provided by his repeated positive judgements of the so-called Russian 
period in the history of the Ostsee District. A biography and profile painting of the 
Riga Governor-General (1782 – 1790), A. A. Bekleshev, who made great contribu-
tions to the development of Riga is kept in the archives of Brotze to this day. Brotze’s 
second fascination was drawing, a natural complement to his historical studies. 
Johann Christoph kept for posterity drawings of the unique structures of his time; 
churches, castles, parks, estates, residences of Riga, Livonia, Courland and Estland, a 
good number of which have survived to the beginning of the 21st Century. Many of 
his drawings depicted people of different ethnic groups, who had settled in Riga in 
the 1770’s – 1790’s, and in particular their dress. The artist has bequeathed a collec-
tion of sketches, copied with amazing accuracy, of coats of arms, coins, town plans, 
ancient engravings and new technologies of his time. Brotze worked with Indian 
ink, water-colour or with a quill on water-colour tinted paper. Johann Christoph’s 
commentaries on his drawings over the decades have turned his touching, if at times 
incomplete, works into unique historical documents. His drawings and their descrip-
tions have been collected in J. C. Brotze’s principal work, Sammlung vershiedener 
Liefländisher Monumente …(“Collection of various monuments of Livland”), consist-
ing of 10 volumes bound in leather (3,246 pages, with a page size of 33 x 21 cm). His 
legacy is preserved in the Latvian Academic Library in Riga. J. C. Brotze was buried in 
the Lutheran St. Jacob Cemetery in Riga.

1. Russian merchant of candles and soap, whose samples are wrapped in a 
shawl

2. Wife of an old Russian soldier earning money by selling mushrooms, cranber-
ries and medicinal herbs 

3. Russian merchant of kalach (wheatmeal bread) 

4. Russian merchant of tea or sbiten, prepared from water, honey and pepper.     
A glass of this drink cost one and a half silver kopecks

5. Russian girl, selling lemons

6. Son of a well-to-do merchant from Oryol in a winter overcoat

7. In the first sledge is a Russian merchant, in the second a Russian officer with 
his wife

8. Orthodox sexton accompanying a priest to hospital, carrying a prayer book 
and censer

9. Orthodox priest in everyday dress

10. Russian boy – a market gardener, selling vegetables, dressed in a Russian 
shirt with short sleeves

11. Russian merchant of vegetables wrapped in a caftan

12. Russian merchant from Riga

13. A Russian from Riga in a fur coat, under which a shirt is showing. The coat 
flaps are hemmed with a thin brown ribbon made of leather

14. Wife of a Russian merchant from Riga

15. Son of a Russian merchant, dressed in a caftan, similar to a poddyovka 
(tight-fitting coat)

16. Wife of a Russian merchant from Riga. Beneath the colourful woven shawl 
can be seen a bodice without sleeves or dushegreyka (sleeveless jacket)

17. Russian resident of Riga selling salaka (type of herring) and his hunting 
catch. In the box is herring, partridge in the shoulder bag, and black grouse 
across his shoulder

18. A Russian in Riga selling tallow candles made locally or brought in from 
Vologda. Dressed in a brown caftan

19. Driver of an English sprung carriage, dressed as a Russian coachman

20. Don Cossack Uniform 

Russian Residents of Riga in paintings of 
Johann Christoph Brotze (1742-1823)
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The history of the Russian people is allied to the history of the Orthodox Church. The first 
records of the Orthodox religion in Latvia date back to the tenth century. The famous route 
“from the Varangians to the Greeks” ran along the Daugava river (the Western Dvina). This was 
not only a trade route but a road that spread of Christianity. In the eastern regions of present 
day Latvia Christianity came from the neighbouring lands of Ancient Rus: from Polotsk, Pskov 
and Novgorod. Data from archaeological excavations as well as written sources bear witness 
to the presence of Orthodox Christianity on the territory of Latvia before the invasion of the 
crusaders. There are no historical facts to prove that the spread of the Orthodox faith was 
violent in character during those times.  

The subjugation of the Latvian territories by the crusaders in the 13th century led to the 
imposition of Catholicism on the local population and the destruction of Orthodox churches. 

For several centuries the only Orthodox temple in Riga was the Church of St. Nicolay the 
Miracle Worker in the Russian quarter of the town. This church was first mentioned in 1299. In 
the 17th century the church was destroyed. Only four icons have been preserved, now kept in 
the University of Uppsala (Sweden). In the east of Latvia some Orthodox churches have been 
preserved. It is a known fact that there was an Orthodox church in Ilūkste in 1582. 

From the 18th century with the annexation of Latvia to the Russian Empire, the official 
Orthodox Church spread throughout the Latvian lands. In 1838 the Vicariate of Riga in the 
Diocese of Pskov was established. In 1847 the Orthodox School of Theology was established in 
Riga, and in 1851 the Ecclesiastical Academy started its work.

In 1850 the Vicariate of Riga was reformed into a separate Diocese of Riga. To 
start with the diocese included the provinces of Livonia and Courland. In 1865 its 
jurisdiction was extended to the province of Estonia. 

By 1914 there were 267 churches within the Diocese of Riga, 71 houses of worship,  
273,023 parishioners, and 457 Orthodox schools with 18,227 students.

Illustrations

A. 
The Church of the St. Apostles Peter and Paul
After Riga was taken by Russian troops in 1710, the Swedish Lutheran Church situated in 

the Citadel was transformed into an Orthodox church. In 1725 Catherine I ordered the building 
of a new church in the Citadel, which was completed over several years.  

a1. St. Peter and Paul Church in 1727
a2. In 1776 construction started on the new St. Peter and Paul Church designed by ar-
chitect S. von Laurenberg and supervised by K. Khaberland. The building was completed 
in 1786.
The St. Peter and Paul Church as seen by artist J.Ch.Brotze
From 1850 to 1884 the St. Peter and Paul Church was a Cathedral. In 1886 the church 

was transferred to the jurisdiction of the Orthodox parish. After the Second World War the 
church was made into a military store. In 1987 the building was restored. It now houses the 
“Ave Sol” concert hall. 

a3. Modern View of the Church

B. The Church of the Annunciation of Our Lady
b1. The church with a side-altar dedicated to St. Nikolay the Miracle Worker was con-

secrated in 1715 and stood for about 60 years in its original form. In 1778 a new church was 
erected in its place in the Moskauer Vorstadt (suburb of Riga), mainly for the needs of the 
Russian merchants. Picture by J.Ch.Brotze

During the war of 1812 the church burnt down. In 1814 construction began anew and 
the church was consecrated on 14 May 1818
b2. Modern day view of the church

C. St. Alexey the Man of God Church 
The church was built in 1751 on the boundaries of the city fortifications on the site of the 

Lutheran Church, which had been destroyed during the Northern War. In 1896 the church was 
transformed into the St.Alexey Monastery. In the early 1920’s the building was given over to 
the authority of the Catholic Church

c1. Drawing by J.Ch.Brotze
D. The Church in the Name of the Icon of the Most Sacred Virgin 
“Source of Life”
In 1731 the hospice church in the name of the Icon of the Virgin “Source of Life” was 

erected at the corner of the present day K. Valdemāra and Ģertrūdes Streets. It burnt down 
during the advance of the Napoleonic armies towards Riga. The church was never restored. 
Only the venerated Icon of the Most Sacred Virgin “Source of Life” has been preserved. 

d1. Drawing by J.Ch.Brotze

E. Church of the Holy Trinity 
The church is situated in Riga on the left bank of the Daugava, built and consecrated in 

1781. The church was built on the Kliversala Island because the boats carrying goods from the 

upper Daugava sailed to this very place and the many Russian merchants and workers lived 
here for a long time. Parts of the church were transported to Riga by boat

e1. Drawing by J.Ch.Brotze. 1786
e2. In 1892 – 1895 the new building of the Church of the Trinity was constructed. It has 
been preserved to the present day

F. The Church of St. Alexander Nevsky 
f1. Construction of the church began in the first quarter of the 19th century to com-

memorate the victory over Napoleon. The construction of the church was financed by private 
donations. Merchants were involved in its construction, such as Pavel Grachev, Mikhail Bod-
rov and Mikhail Popadyin. The work was carried out by the best carpenters and woodcutters. 
On 31 October 1825 the church was consecrated in the name of the great prince Alexander 
Nevsky. The church has never ceased to function

f2. Modern day view of the Сhurch

G. 
Irinarkh the first Orthodox Bishop of Riga and Mittau (1836-1842)

H. The Church in the Name of the Icon of “ Intercession of Blessed 
Virgin Mary” 
The Church began its history in the small wooden chapel in the military cemetery. Con-

struction of the church began in 1777 and in 1779 it was consecrated in the name of Interces-
sion of the Holy Virgin

h1. Drawing by J.Ch.Brotze

Old Russian cemetery is situated near the Church. The cemetery was founded by order of 
Catherine II in 1773. A considerable number of eminent people of Riga are buried here. 

On 22 April 1845 Priest Yakov Mikhaylov (Melnikov) former steward to Count Sheremetev 
conducted an Orthodox Church service in the Latvian language for the first time. In 1858 a 
Latvian parish affiliated to the church was founded. After a fire in 1875 a new stone church 
was built designed by architect R. Pflug. It was consecrated on 9 September 1879 

h2. Modern day view of the church

I. The Church of the Ascension
i1. Owing to the mass conversion of Latvians to Orthodoxy (65,000 people in 
the second half of XIX century) new churches were needed for the Latvian par-
ishes. The church of the Ascension in Riga remains the one in which service is 
still held in Latvian. The church was consecrated in 1867

J.
j1. Issue of Riga Eparchy Bulletin of the 15th August 1891

K. The Riga Cathedral of the Birth of Christ 
k1. The initial project of the cathedral
k2.  The Cathedral of the Birth of Christ. Beginning of the 1900’s 
The Cathedral of the Birth of Christ in Riga is the main church of Orthodox Latvia, the 

cathedral of the archbishops of Riga.  The most sacred objects are kept here, the most solemn 
church services are held here, the most important events of the Church life take place under 
its magnificent vaults

The cathedral was built to a design by architect R. Pflug. Emperor Alexander III sent 12 
bells as a gift to the cathedral. All bells were cast by Ksenofont Verevkin at the N. Finlandsky 
Works in Moscow. The artistic work and painting was carried out by famous specialists in the 
19th century – by president of the St Petersburg Academy of Arts Shamshin, academics K. 
Venig and V. Vereshchagin, professor Vasilyev, artists F. Zhuravlyov and A. Korzukhin.  The unu-
sually beautiful cathedral was consecrated on 28 October 1884

L. 
l1. Mansurov sisters, Yekaterina and Natalia, maids of honour of her Imperial Majesty, 

with their mother M. N. Mansurova, née Princess Dolgorukova. Riga, 1891. Having taken the 
veil, founded and established the Riga Nunnery

On 5 October 1892 by order of the Holy Synod permission was granted to establish in 
Riga an Orthodox Holy Trinity Convent  
l2. The Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
The church is situated in the Holy Trinity and St. Sergey Convent in Riga. It was built 

mainly through donations. The cathedral was consecrated on 18 November 1907 by Metro-
politan Agafangel

On 6 August 1897 the senior priest of the St. Alexey Monastery, archimandrite Innokenty 
lay the foundations of the first church in the Valgunde priory and of a wooden seven-room 
house for the sisters

l3. Iconostasis of the Transfiguration in the priory of Valgunde (Jelgava region)
l4. Crusade at the priory

The Оrthodox Church in Latvia (until 1914)
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At the end of the 18th and in the first half of the 19th Centuries the lands of 
present-day Latvia and Estonia were known as the Ostsee area. The origin of this 
term is German. The ruling powers there were German nobles and merchants. De-
spite the Ostsee being part of the Russian Empire, Russian legislation was not in 
force in these Baltic provinces. The official language in the region was German. It was 
possible to achieve a full education in German only. The Russian Orthodox minority 
chiefly made up of small tradesmen and workers were not engaged in any independ-
ent social activities. It was not uncommon for a few wealthy Orthodox merchants to 
adopt German culture and send their children to German schools.  

It was a different situation for the Old Believers. The local Ostsee authorities 
were indifferent to the ancient split within the Russian Orthodox Church. Therefore 
the Old Believers felt secure in the Baltic provinces. They enjoyed religious freedom, 
living in their closed communities. At the same time they actively contributed to 
the economy of the provinces. The Old Believers of Riga built their own factories, 
hospital, almshouse, school and youth shelter; they owned many plots of land and 
other real estate. The Old Believers’ merchant class became a significant section of 
society. Rules passed by Russian Governor General, the Marquis Philippe Paulucci, in 
1827 legalised the Community of Old Believers in Riga.  

During the rule of Nicholas I (1825 – 1855) reaction was sharpened in all spheres 
of public life, including the state treatment of Old Believers. By the beginning of 
1830 the wave of oppression had reached Riga. The “Rules of Paulucci” were revoked; 
the school and the shelter were closed down and the hospital and almshouse were 
discontinued. Only one prayer house (the Old believers) remained in Riga, which 
had been given the name “Grebenshchikovsky” (the Community of Old Believers in 
Riga perpetuated in its name the merchant Grebenschikov who had made gener-
ous donations for the development of the community). In 1837 the “United Faith” 
was established. It was an artificial teaching having the purpose of bringing the Old 
Orthodox believers under the rule of the hierarchies of the official Russian Ortho-
dox Church. The “United Faith” allowed its congregation (the former Old Believers) 
to preserve the old rituals but they had to accept the priests appointed by Synod of 
the Orthodox Church.  Since the state did not recognise Old Belief marriages, many 
well-off people, chiefly merchants, were forced to adopt, often conditionally, the 
“United Faith”.  

The repressions of 1830 – 1850 had a damaging impact on the Old Belief, but 
they could not eradicate this religion and related communities. After the next tsar 
Alexander II came to the throne and began his reforms new Old Believer Societies 
were formed and prayer-houses were opened in places populated by Old Believers 
in Latgalia and Courland. 

Illustrations

A. The Napoleonic War of 1812
In 1812 the war between Russia and Napoleon and his allies broke out. The French Em-
peror promised to cede Riga to the Prussians
a1. K. T. Fechhelm. Fire in the Petersburg forstadt (suburb) of Riga, 11th to 12th July 
1812
During the war of 1812 French troops entered the territory of Latvia. They suc-

ceeded in taking Courland and posing a direct threat to Riga. Governor M. G. Essen 
ordered the suburbs to be burned. 782 buildings were razed. Russian troops soon 
made counter-attacks and by the beginning of December 1812 the territory of Latvia 
had been cleared of Napoleonic forces 

a2. Yakov Kulnev (1763 – 1812), was born in Latvia in the town of Lutsin (Lūdza), Rus-
sian commander, Lieutenant-General, hero of the Napoleonic War, in which Kulnev became 
known as “one of the finest generals in the Russian cavalry”. Was distinguished for exceptional 
bravery. While fearless and ferocious in battle, he was merciful towards the vanquished enemy 
and civilians. Died 1 August 1812 in a victorious battle with the troops of Marshal Oudinot

a3. Michael Barclay-de-Tolly (1761 – 1818), came from an ancient Scottish family 
settled in Riga in the 17th Century. The family included several burgomasters of Riga and quite 
a few Russian military, the most famous of whom was Michael Barclay-de-Tolly. He started 
to serve from 1776, working his way up to Minister of War. In 1812 when Napoleon’s armies 

invaded Russia Michael Barclay-de-Tolly was the First Commander of the Russian Army. He 
had chosen smart defence tactics but was soon taken from the post of commander-in-chief. 
His services were appreciated in 1814, when he was made field-marshal-general. M. Barclay-
de-Tolly’s funeral ceremony was held in Riga, but he was buried on his native estate of Helm 
in Estland

a4. The Dinaburg (Dinaburg –1275-1893, Borisoglebsk – 1656-1667, Dvinsk –1893-
1920, Daugavpils from 1920) Fortress – the only fortress in the Baltic states dating back to the 
early 19th Century. Construction of the fortress was started in 1810 at the behest of Minister of 
War Barclay-de-Tolly. In 1812 the fortress made a worthy opponent to the Napoleonic forces. 
In 1813 construction of the fortress was resumed but it was not used in any further military 
action

The Victory Column and Alexander Triumphal Arch were erected in Riga 
in commemoration of the victory of the Russian Army over Napoleon 
a5. The Victory Column was erected in 1817 on Castle Square in Riga. It was designed in 

St Petersburg, presumably by architect Giacomo Quarenghi. In 1915 at the beginning of the 
First Word War the metallic part of the column was evacuated to Russia. The stone part of the 
memorial was dismantled in 1938. Owing to the contemporary unfavourable political situa-
tion, recent efforts to restore this architectural monument have not met with success 

a6. K. T. Fechhelm. Opening ceremony of the Victory Column. 1818
a7. Alexander Triumphal Arch were erected in 1815 – 1817. They were first placed at 

the end of Alexandrovskaya Street. In 1904 they were moved to Šmerļa Street according to 
the city’s development plans. Since 1936 the Arch have been situated in the Viestura Garden 
(formerly the Tsar’s Garden) 

B. Russians in Economic Life of the Ostsee provinces
b1. Lithograph by T.H.Rickman from the series “Sketches from life of Riga’s residents”, 
1842.
The lithograph shows Russian market-gardeners. Looking from the position of the 

chancel of the Cathedral of Peter, it may be assumed that these are the gardens of the Kur-
manovs family. Brothers Kurmanovs serfs of Count V. Orlov produced candles in Riga from 
1793 to 1819. Their descendants became the most successful market-gardeners of Riga. For 
many years after the Kurmanovs’ gardens were closed, a street in their name was laid on this 
site (now E. Birznieka-Upīša Street). Among the successful Russian market-gardeners of the 
19th Century in Riga were the Smirnovs, the Pavlovs,  the Gorelovs, the Khokhlovs and the 
Zhidelevs.

Among the most well known and successful entrepreneurs in Riga the 
Kuznetsov family were especially outstanding
Sidor Kuznetsov in 1843 founded a factory in Riga’s for the production of faience 

crockery. In 1851 the Kuznetsov Factory began to produce porcelain. The Kuznetsovs retained 
the Old Belief but unlike the majority of Riga’s Old Believers who did reject the professional 
priests, the Kuznetsov family belonged to the branch which accepted priesthood. 

b2. The  Kuznetsov Factory in the 1870’s

b3. Matvey Sidorovich Kuznetsov (1846 – 1911), owner of the enterprise for faience and 
porcelain production

b4. Russian House of Commerce “Gostiny Dvor”
Built in the mid 1770’s in Riga’s Moscow forstadt. Contained warehouses and trading 

stores for Russian merchants. Among the joint owners of the properties within the Gostiny 
Dvor were well known Russian merchant clans: Mukhins, Odoyevtsevs, Gusevs, Popovs, Kli-
movs, Kamkins, Merkulyevs, Labutins, Remnevs and others

C. The Religious and Social Life of Old Believers
c1. Icon of the Grebenshchikov prayer-house in Riga “Joy to all Grievers”, 19th Century

c2. Feodor Samansky (1719 – 1794), in 1760 consecrated the first prayer-house for Old 
Believers in Riga, nowadays known as the Riga Grebenshchikov Temple

c3. “The Rules of Paulucci” In 1813, with the aim of bringing order to the life of the Old 
Believers’ society and to the management of their extensive economy a statute was passed 
which was ratified in 1827 by the Governor-General, the Marquis Philippe Paulucci. The “Rules 
of Paulucci” gave the Old Believers greater freedom in the management of their affairs

c4. Philippe Paulucci (1779 – 1849), marquis, born in Italy. From 1807 served in Rus-
sian army. Was appointed Military Governor of Riga in October 1812. Led battles against 
Napoleon’s armies approaching Riga. Was Governor-General of the Baltic provinces of Russia 
from 1818 to 1829. Retired in 1829 and returned to Italy, where he took up a post of Governor 
in the province of Genoa and of Minister for the Sardinian king.

The Ostsee Times  
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c5. Building of the prayer-house and almshouse of the Riga Grebenshchikov Old Believer 
Community. Late 19th Century

c6. Stamp of the Riga Old Believer Society and almshouse, 1826

At the beginning of the 19th Century there were 3 prayer-houses for 
Old Believers in Riga. In 1816 there were 2112 Old Believers in Riga, 
compared to 5402 in the year of 1826 (7904 persons in Livonia in 
general). 
The Rule of Nicholas I (1825 – 1855) brought an increased oppression of Old Believers
In 1830 replying to a memorandum from Governor-General, Baron von der Pahlen, on 

“dissenters” (Old Believers), Nicholas I ordained: ordered to see to it very carefully that there 
is no more perversion, and those who are exposed in this, to bring before the court, 

releasing no one on bail. Take the young, the impoverished and the needy to the “kan-
tonists.* Do not allow repairing the existing prayer-houses, investigate how long they 
could maintain and report”

* kantonist – pupils of the schools for future military service

c7. Prayer-house of Gayok (a district in Daugavpils) Old Believer Community. Modern 
day view

c8. Prayer-house of Old Believers’ Rēzekne Cemetery Community, one of the largest com-
munities in Latvia. Present day view

c9. Old Believer family from the Rēzekne district, second half of the 19th Century

c10. Fotinia Sharigina – Old Believer from the Rēzekne district, second half of the 19th 
Century
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The abolition of serfdom (1861), the introduction of reforms in Russia and the 
celebration of the millennium of the Russian State launched the awakening of na-
tional consciousness among the Russians in the Baltic provinces, most of all in Riga. 
Different Russian associations emerged there – the St.Nicholas Merchants’ Society, 
Association for the Assistance of Russian Salesmen, singing groups ‘Bayan’ and ‘Lado’, 
the ‘Uley’ (“Beehive”) Society, the Russian Tradesmen’s Co-operative of Riga, the Third 
Riga Society of Mutual Credit, the Russian Literary Circle, the Russian Club. Russian-
Orthodox brotherhoods are created as well. In 1868 the first Russian gymnasia (high 
school) was opened. In 1869 the first edition of the ‘Rizhski Vestnik’ (“Riga News”) 
newspaper was issued. The Russian Theatre has been working in Riga since 1883. 

In 1877 ordinary Russian municipal legislation was introduced in the Baltic 
provinces of the Empire. During the reign of Alexander III (1881 – 1894) the Baltic 
provinces finally lost their special autonomous status. Germanisation was replaced 
by Russification. Russian became the official language. Most education institutions 
converted to teaching in Russian. 

The second half of the 19th Century was characterised by the rapid develop-
ment of capitalism in Russia, including the Baltic provinces. Industrial production 
developed particularly intensively in Riga. Whereas in 1864 up to 90 industrial 
enterprises were working in Riga, 10 years later the number had risen to 141. The 
favourable geographical position of the Baltic provinces, their sea ports through 
which Russia’s intensive trading with the West was conveyed as well as the rail-
ways connecting the local enterprises with the Russian market and sources of raw 
material – all these factors attracted overseas capital. Alongside Riga, industry in 
Dinaburg-Dvinsk (Daugavpils) and Libau (in Russian – Libava, Liepāja from 1918) 
also developed rapidly. For example, the industry of Libau (Liepāja)  grew six-fold 
in terms of gross production over the period from 1881 to 1891. At the end of the 
19th Century the population of Dvinsk (Daugavpils) increased by several thousand 
people every year, mainly as a result of migration from other regions of the Russian 
Empire. Migration of labour and a high birth rate led to the rapid growth of the Rus-
sian Community in Latvia. 

Illustrations

A. 
The opening of Russian schools was a result of Russian national awak-
ening in the Baltic area

a1. The Alexander Secondary School (High School) for Men

Founded in 1868 and worked from 1873 to 1915 in this building (nowadays 
used by the Latvian Academy of Music). It was the largest establishment of second-
ary education in the 1911-12 academic year. The well known Latvian scientists Au-
gusts Kirhenšteins and Pauls Stradiņš were pupils of this school.

a2. The Lomonosov Secondary School (High school) for Women
Founded in 1868. From 1871 to 1915 was based in a building on the Successor 
Boulevard (now 29, Raiņa Bulvāris)

a3. Old Believers of Riga obtained their own school again

In 1863 by the arrangement of the Minister of Education, the famous Russian 
writer Nikolay Leskov visited Riga. The purpose of his visit was to study the state of 
public education among the Old Believers. In Riga there had been a school for the 
children of Old Believers since the late 18th Century. After the state policy regard-
ing Old Believers had become stricter in 1833 the school was closed. Nikolay Leskov 
helped to restore education for Old Believers – in 1873 the Riga Grebenshchikov Col-
lege was opened. 

B. Riga Polytechnic Institute

b1. In 1862 was Riga Polytechnic (college) was founded with teaching in Ger-
man. It became the Polytechnic Institute in 1896, with teaching in Russian. In 1919 
was transformed into the University of Latvia. In 1869 the Polytechnic’s main building 
was built on the Successor Boulevard. This is now the main building of the University 
of Latvia. 

Russian Student Corporations

b2. Russian students at the Polytechnic were not only taught in German but they 
also borrowed the traditions of German students. One of them was the tradition of 
student corporations. Riga’s first Russian student corp “Borystenia” functioned from 
1876 to 1880. 

b3. In 1880 a new corporation appeared. It was the “Fraternitas Arctica” which is 
still functioning today and unites Russian minority students. 

b4. Students at the Riga Polytechnic Institute – members of the Russian student 
corporation “Fraternitas Arctica”, 1908-09 academic year.

C.
Yury Samarin (1819 – 1876) raised the issue of a unification of legal status of 

the Baltic provinces with that of the other Russian provinces 

c1. Public figure, publicist, Slavophile. Author of “Letters from Riga” and a series 
of books “The Fringes of Russia. Russian Pomorye” in which he revealed the domi-
nation of the Ostsee German nobility and the second-rate position of Russians in 
the Baltic provinces. Samarin attracted the sympathy of the Russian public to the 
indigenous peoples of the area – Latvians and Estonians

D. 
Yevgraf Cheshikhin (1824 – 1888) the pioneer of Russian public life in Riga

d1. First editor of the “Rizhsky Vestnik” newspaper. Author of “The History of 
Livonia from Ancient Times”, compiler of a unique collection of works on the history 
of the Baltic area. Made the first translation into Russian of the chronicles of Henry of 
Livonia. The chronicles describe the Baltics subjugation by the crusaders. Mr. Chesh-
ikin was the head of the St. Peter and Paul Orthodox Brotherhood, the aim of which 
was to support the Orthodox churches and Orthodox education. He founded the as-
sociation Russian Literary Circle in Riga in 1873. 

d2. “Rizhsky Vestnik” – Russian daily newspaper of Riga. Was issued between 
1869 and 1917

E. The “Bayan” Singing Group

The official opening of the association took place on the 14th July 1863. Its pro-
gram included Russian folk music, Russian and European opera music. The group 
functioned until 1940

e1, e2 Semyon Shafranov and Yevtikhy Osipov – founders of the “Bayan” As-
sociation

F. Railways became the basis of Russia’s economical growth in the 
19th century

f1. The railway network linked Riga, Libau (Liepāja) and Windau (Ventspils) 
with the major industrial centres of Russia

St Petersburg – Warsaw 1860; Riga – Dinaburg 1861; Riga – Mittau 1868
Riga – Dinaburg – Oryol 1868; Libau – Romny 1871; Windau (Ventspils) – Ry-
binsk 1901 – 1904

f2. Railway bridges over the Daugava river in Riga

G. 
The growth of the population of towns was as much a result of the landless 

peasants’ migration as of the influx of the labour force from other regions of Russia. 
Latvian towns became more multi-ethnic. 

H. Old Believers of Riga saluted the coronation of Emperor Alexander III, 1883

I. Photograph of members of the Third Riga Society of Mutual Credit, presum-
ably from the 1890’s

Russian National Awakening

Years General number of the 
population in Riga

Number or Russians

1854 54 536 15 098 (28%)
1867 102 590 25 772 (25%)
1881 169 320 32 094 (19%)
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At the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th Centuries Riga became one 
of the major industrial centres of Russia. Riga was the base for the most modern in-
dustries at that time: aviation, automobile and electrical engineering. In 1913 there 
were already three companies producing aircraft and two car factories. Car manufac-
ture started in 1909 in the ‘Russo-Balt’ works. In the years 1909 to 1914 it produced 
more cars than for example Fiat in the first six years of its existence.

Along with the development of industry and trade the importance of Latvian 
sea ports for Russia’s internal trade increased too. In 1904 – 1905 Latvian ports ac-
counted for around 20% of imports and 22% of exports in the Russian Empire. The 
growth in income from industry and transport led to the development of housing 
construction. In 1913 alone, almost 7,000 apartments were built in the city. Entire 
streets in the city were built in the famous Riga Jugendstil (Art Nouveau). 

There were several reasons for the economic boom of that time. The multi-
national population of Riga also played a significant part. A large German commu-
nity enabled economic and scientific contacts to be made with Germany, one of the 
most advanced countries at the time. Raw material was brought by sea to Riga and 
finished products could be sold without limit or customs barriers throughout the 
territory of the Russian Empire. Available raw materials and a large Russian mar-
ket attracted western as well as Russian capital.  Thanks to investments the largest 
enterprises in the city developed – Russo-Balt, Provodnik, Phoenix, Union and oth-
ers. The rapid development of industry required new working hands. From 1867 to 
1913 the city’s population rose by almost 5 times, caused chiefly by the migration 
of Latvian and Russian workers. A high concentration of the proletariat in Riga gave 
rise to the active involvement of Latvia’s residents in three Russian revolutions at the 
beginning of the XX century. 

Illustrations

A. Russian Entrepreneurs

a1. Merchant Potapov family 

a2. Wholesale trader Ignaty Mukhin with wife and daughter - Vera a future well 
known sculptor

a3. Yefim Kamkin (1823 – 1908), merchant of the 1st Guild. Gained renown by 
his donations to Orthodox churches

a4. Merchant Tarasov family 

B. Russian House Owners

b1. House of Konstantin Tupikov, merchant in colonial goods and fruits, at 10/12 
Gertrudes Street. Built in 1902. Present day view

b2. Building constructed in 1910, designed by architect Nikolay Yakovlev. Motifs 
from Russian folk tales were used to decorate the façade. Present day view

b3. Merchant Bobrov family. 1897

b4. House of the Bobrovs at the corner of the Aldaru and Smilshu Streets. Built 
1902. Present day view. 

b5. Advertisement of a print-lithograph by Ivan Bobrov

C. The Union Works

Founded in 1898 on the basis of the Russo-Baltic Electro-engineering Works. In 
1904 the factory was taken over by the AEG concern and simultaneously became an 
integral part of its branch, the Russian General Electrics Company. Union manufac-
tured electrical machinery, equipment for electric trams, electric meters etc. In the 
late 1920’s the shop floors of the former Union works became the new location for 
VEF, the most well known Latvian enterprise of the 20th Century. 

Industrial Riga

D. The Russian-French Joint-stock Company Provodnik  

In 1888 the factory of the Russo-French Joint-stock company Provodnik was 
founded in Riga. Short boots and Wellington boots, linoleum, surgical equipment, 
underwater suits, toys etc. produced by the factory were widely known. It was one 
of the first factories in Europe to produce car tyres. 

d1. Main workshop of the boot works, employing 200 workers at any one time

d2. One of the workshops of the boot works

d3. Skittle-alley in the workers’ club

d4’. Crèche at the Provodnik association

Provodnik had representations and warehouses in many Russian 
towns and abroad

d5. Warehouse in Berlin

d6. Warehouse in Warsaw

d7. Warehouse in Helsinki

E. 
Russo-Baltic Carriage Works, one of the largest and most advanced 
enterprises in Russia

Founded in Riga in 1869. Specialised in the production of passenger and goods 
trains, cars and other products. Cars of Russo-Balt successfully participated in inter-
national car races. 

e1. Russo-Balt at the beginning of the 20th Century. LVKFFD archives

e2. Car of the S9 model, manufactured at Russo-Balt. LVKFFD archives

e3. Igor Sikorsky (1889 – 1972) contributed to Russo-Balt. Founder of Russian 
aircraft construction, and hence became a distinguished American aircraft builder. 
Under his supervision in Riga in 1911 started the Russian Knight planning – the first 
heavy multi-engine aircraft in the world. In 1914 the Ilya Muromets aircraft was con-
structed in a department of Russo-Balt in St Petersburg in accordance with designs 
of Mr. Sikorsky. A number of parts for these aircraft were produced in Riga.

F. Phoenix Joint Stock Company

In 1895 the owner of the largest carriage building works in Russia, Oskar Freivit, 
set up the AO Phoenix. In Riga construction was started on the Railway Carriage and 
Tram Building Works. The factory’s first output came at the end of the 19th Century. 
Up to 1915 more than 25,000 railway carriages were manufactured. Trams were ex-
ported to Italy

f1. Workers at Phoenix. 1897

f2. In the foundry of Phoenix

G. 
Workers at the M. S. Kuznetsov factory, 1912
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At the beginning of the 20th Century Riga finally obtained the appearance of a 
European industrial city. In 1901 the residents of Riga celebrated the 700th Anniver-
sary of the city. From 1901 to 1912 the City Governor of Riga was George Armitstead 
(Russian citizen of English - German origin). He is still considered to be the finest 
mayor of Riga. Governor Armitstead replaced the horse-drawn tram with electric 
power. 16 schools and 3 city hospitals were opened. The City Museum was opened 
in 1905 and the Zoo in 1911. This was a period of construction boom. Many sturdy 
and beautiful buildings appeared in the centre of Riga. Today the buildings built in 
the beginning of the 20th century in the style of Jugendstil are the pride of the city. 
Russian architects played an important role in forming Riga’s appearance. Among 
them Mikhail Eisenstein stands out in particular. Even the turbulent events of the 
First Russian Revolution of 1905 could not halt impetuous development of the city. 

In 1913 around 100,000 Russians lived in Riga. In the Riga City Council (Duma) 
a coalition of “German” and “Russian” parties were in power. The city had a conside-
rable number of Orthodox churches, high schools (gymnasiums) with Russian as the 
language of instruction. Russian associations were functioning as well. In 1902 a 
municipal building for the Russian Theatre was built. The Riga Russian Theatre on the 
eve of the First World War was one of the finest theatres in Russia. Several Russian 
daily newspapers were issued in Riga. 

Russian residents of Riga worked in various sectors of the economy. Many Rus-
sians worked at industrial enterprises. Russians formed a substantial part of the 
railway workers. There were a fair number of Russian entrepreneurs. Well known 
Russian cultural figures, scientists and inventors also lived in Riga. For example, 
Alexander Porokhovshchikov who invented and tested his self-constructed aircraft 
before the First World War. In 1915 the tank he invented was tested in Riga. The 
blueprints of the tank were sent to Britain, a Russian ally in the First World War. One 
of the first female pilots in Russia - Lydia Zvereva surprised the residents of the city 
with her flight demonstrations. 

Illustration

A.
a1. The Orthodox Ecclesiastical Seminary was based in this building before the 
First World War
a2. Agafangel – Orthodox Bishop of Riga and Mitava from 1897, Arch-Bishop of 
Riga and Mitava from 1904 to 1910

Agafangel went down in history not only as a confessor but also as a promoter 
of the education and technology. He participated in the first trial of the electric tram 
around the streets of Riga. Bishop Agafangel provided the installation of electricity 
in the Cathedral of Jesus Christ. During the period Agafangel was head of the eparchy 
(diocese) of Riga 30 new church-parish schools were opened. During the Revolution 
of 1905 he appealed to the authorities to pardon the rebels. After the victory of the 
Bolsheviks in 1917 the Arch-Bishop spent several years in prison and lived in exile. In 
2000 Agafangel was canonised as a martyr by the Congress of the Russian Orthodox 
Church.

a3. From 1883 the horse-drawn tram was used for getting around the streets of 
Riga, but in 1901 the first electric tram was put into use

B. 
The edict “On strengthening religious tolerance” (of 1905) ensured 
equal rights for followers of different Christian churches, including 
the Old Believers

Old Belief prayer houses (churches) began to grow rapidly. The authorities al-
lowed bell-towers for prayer houses. Old Orthodox educational establishments and 
associations were formed. In 1908 the “Old Believer Society” was established in 
Riga.

b1. Bell-tower of the church of Riga’s Grebenshchikov Old Believer Association, 
erected in 1906. Present day view

b2. The group of Riga’s Old Believers  in Paris, late 1880’s

From left to right: Ivan Yupatov, Natalya Lashkova, and Mikhail Lashkov. Ivan 
Yupatov (1865 – 1944) received a brilliant education in the best universities in Rus-
sia. He was a skilled technical engineer and professor. Taught at the University of 
Warsaw and the Don Polytechnic Institute. Mr. Yupatov contributed to establishing 
the Polytechnic Institute in Odessa. In 1922 returned to independent Latvia, where 
he was the head of the Russian Department at the LR Ministry of Education for over 
10 years

C. 
House of “Rossia” Insurance Company in Riga. Built in 1907 to a design by 
architect Nikolay Proskurin

D.
The Population of Riga in terms of numbers and ethnicity (diagram)

1- Latvians, 2- Russians, 3 - Poles, 4 - Germans, 5 - Jews, 6 - Lithuanians, 
7 - others

E.
The Second Riga City Theatre – Russian theatre. The building for the theatre 
was erected in 1899 – 1922 to a design by A. Reinberg. Since 1919 the Latvian 
National Theatre has operated in this building

F. 
Mikhail Eisenstein (1867 – 1921) – one of the creators of the Riga 
“Jugendstil”
f1. Mikhail Eisenstein with his wife and son Sergey (later Sergei Eisenstein be-
come the famous cinema director)
f2. Most of the houses on Albert Street were built to a design by Mikhail 
Eisenstein

G. 
Railway Station was built in Riga in 1861. Later a chapel was erected in front 
of the station to commemorate the miraculous rescue of Emperor Alexander III 
and his family from a train collision. The chapel was pulled down in 1925 and 
the station building was demolished in 1960  

H. 
1910: Celebrations the 200th Anniversary of Riga as a part of Russia
h1. h2. Nicholas II with Mayor George Armitstead and Director of Gardens and 
Parks – George Kupfaldt examining plans of the Tsar garden 

h3. Nicholas II visiting the House of the Blackheads

h4. The main event during Nicholas II’s visit to Riga was the unveiling of the 
memorial to Peter I. The memorial was meant to be evacuated to St.Petersburg in 
1915 due to the advance of the front line towards Riga. However the ship carry-
ing the horse statue sank off the coast of Estonia. After the war ended the statue 
was brought to the surface by Estonian divers and in 1934 bought by the Riga City 
Government for 15,000 Estonian crowns. However, for political reasons, this magnifi-
cent sculpture has to this day not become one of Riga’s memorials. At the end of the 
1990’s the sculpture was restored by funding from businessman Yevgeny Gomberg. 
But it was only displayed at the memorial on a temporary basis - for three days dur-
ing the celebrations of the 800th Anniversary of Riga in 2001 in the Kronvalda Park. 

h5. In 1913 the memorial to Russian commander Michael Barclay-de-Tolly was 
unveiled in Riga. Barclay-de-Tolly’s ancestors settled in Riga in the 17th Century. The 
memorial vanished without a trace during the evacuation in 1915. An empty pedes-
tal stood in its place for many a long year. In 2001 the memorial was restored on the 
initiative and funding of Yevgeny Gomberg. In 2002 the Riga municipal government 
gave permission for the memorial to be displayed for half a year. The survey was 
carried out to gauge the opinion of the people of Riga on what the future of the 
monument should be. The majority supported the idea of restoring the memorial, 
so Barclay-de-Tolly stayed put.  

Riga at the Turn of the 20th Century
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The First World War was a serious ordeal for many countries in Europe. Latvia 
found itself in the thick of warfare from the very first days. In 1915 part of Latvia 
(Courland) was occupied by the German army, who had advanced a long way to-
wards Riga.  A considerable number of Latvia’s residents left the occupied territories 
and became refugees. Riga became a city on the front line. Most of its enterprises 
were evacuated from Riga deep into Russia, along with their staff. Many of these 
never returned to Latvia after the war. As a consequence the city’s population of half 
a million was reduced by more than a half. 

In the summer of 1915 the Russian authorities formed the Latvian Riflemen 
battalions. Volunteers joined these battalions in their masses. In 1917 the monarchy 
of Russia was overthrown and democratic reforms were begun. Russians of Latvia 
participated actively in political life. A new association - National Democratic Union 
of Russian Citizens was established in Riga less than a month after the Revolution. 
The Union was not only active in culture and education but also put forward can-
didates to the city council, where it received 5 seats. But the City council never suc-
ceeded in its work – on 3 September 1917 Germans troops entered Riga.

In October 1917 Bolsheviks came to power in Russia. According to the peace 
agreement reached in February 1918 between Soviet Russia and Germany, Latvia 
remained under the control of German forces. The German authorities strove to 
attain maximum profit from their control of Latvia. They severely limited the 
rights of the local population with regard to language and education. For exam-
ple, instruction in Russian schools was switched to German. Pro-German elements 
within the Landtage (regional parliament created by the occupying forces) called 
for the annexation of Latvia to Germany. The defeat of Germany in the First World 
War and the proclamation of the Republic of Latvia did not allow these plans to 
be realised. 

The Catastrophe of the First World War

A.

a1. Riga’s residents at the demonstrations near the monument to Peter I on the 
occasion of Russia’s entering the First World War

a2. Map of military actions in Europe in 1914 and 1915

a3. Command of the Northern Front. End of 1916 - beginning of 1917

a4. Feeding point for refugees

a5. Field Hospital in Riga, 1914. LVKFFD archives

a6. The Russian  soldiers and nurses, Riga, 1916

a7. Photograph from the family archives of the Potapovs family (residents of 
Riga) 

a8. Russian prisoners of war in German-occupied Liepāja, 1915. 
LVKFFD archives

a9. Ilya Astashkevich (1891 – 1972) – teacher at the Golyshevo village School, 
soldier in the First World War

a10. The “Slava” (“Glory”) battleship of the Baltic Fleet. On 4 October 1917, 
in battle with the superior forces of the German Fleet, received 7 direct hits and 
sank along with its crew in the southern entrance to the Strait of Moonsund, 
while attempting to block the way for German ships

B.
Russian soldiers and Latvian riflemen maintained the defense of Riga

b1. Hospital train during the World War

b2. Poster by artist Sergey Vinogradov with an appeal to help war victims

b3. Post-card from the front line

b4. View of the Riga embankment in 1919

The First World War involved 34 states. This war cost mankind 10 mil-
lion dead and 20 million wounded

C.
Riga’s newspapers on the Front Line

Tens of thousands of Russian fighters, who perished in Latvia, hundreds of mili-
tary burials throughout Latvia make for grim memories of the First World War

D. 

d1. Memorial to the Russian Soldiers in the Pokrov Cemetery in Riga, estab-
lished in 1928. The memorial was designed by architect Vladimir Shervinsky

d2. Memorial to the fallen Russian Soldiers in Liepāja
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d2. The only Russian Minister
Vladimir Trofimov (1872 – 1944). Studied at the Faculty of Medicine of the 

Yuryev (Tartu) University. Completed his doctorate in 1909. In 1923 lived and worked 
in Latvia, teaching at the University of Latvia. In 1931 occupied the post of minister 
without portfolio

d3. The population of Latvia in 1935 (diagram)
1 – Latvians, 2 – Russians, 3 – Jews, 4 – Germans, 5 – Byelorussians, 6 – Poles, 
7 – Lithuanians, 8 – others.

d4. The Russians gradually adapted to the new political conditions and to the 
position of national minority in Latvia. Russian minority’s representation in the 
country’s parliament gradually increased. 

National minority in Latvian Parliament

d5. “What awaits the Russian minority in Latvia” Article of Segodnya newspaper

d6. Caricature by S. Tsivinksy in Segodnya newspaper, 13th August 1931 - “Who 
should be elected?” The caricature reflects insistent campaigning of Russian lists in 
Latgalia (politicians step up the “Latgalian bride”)

E. Russian minority’s MPs of the Latvian Saeima (Parliament)
e1. Aleksander Bochagov (1885 – 1952). Born into a Riga merchant’s family. Barrister. 

Member of the People’s Council and the Constituent Assembly, Member of the 1st Saeima

e2. Melety Kallistratov (1986 – 1941). Born in Dvinsk (Daugavpils). Fought in the First 
World War, then participated in the White Movement (anticommunist Russian army). Perma-
nent leader of the Old Believers List. Member of the 1st to the 4th Saeimas. Was arrested after 
dictator Ulmanis came to power, spent 9 months in prison

e3. Pyotr Koretsky (1877-1929). Graduated the Law Faculty of St Petersburg University. 
Was elected a member of All Russian Constituent Assembly in the Yekaterinoslav  province’s 
constituency. In 1921 moved to Latvia. In 1922 was elected to Latvian Parliament 

e4. Archpriest Johann (Pommer) (1876-1934). Since 1921 was the leader of the Ortho-
dox Church of Latvia.  MP of the 1st and 2nd Saeima. He was assassinated October 1, 1934 

e5. Leonty Shpolyansky (1886-1963). Was born into Kiev merchant family. In 1922 
settled in Latvia. Member of the 2nd,3rd and 4th Saeima 

e6. Elpidifor Tihonitsky (1875-1942). Born in Vyatka province of Russia in a priest fam-
ily. Became a teacher of Russian language and literature. Elpidifor Tihonitsky founded and 
managed “Riga Russian Enlightenment Society”. The MP of the 2nd Saeima 

e7. Ivan Yupatov (1865-1945). Born into Riga Old Believers family. Worked as manufac-
turing engineer, professor. In 1923-1924 and 1925-1934 was in charge of Russian Department 
of the Ministry of Education of Latvia. Member of the 2nd Saeima

e8. Stephan Kirillov (1877-1967). Born in Dinaburg (Daugavpils) into Old Believers 
family. In 1912 was elected a member of State Duma of Russia from Vitebsk constituency.  
Member of 3rd Saeima 

e9. Grigory Yeliseev (1896-1967). Born in Latgalia into Old Believers family. Fought in 
the First World War, then participated in the White Movement. Member of the 3rd Saeima.

e10. Timofey Pavlovsky (1890-1964). Born into a well-to-do Old Believes family in 
Latgalia. Fought in the First World War. Worked in the municipality of one of Latvian districts 
for a long time. Member of 4th Saeima. In 1944 left Latvia. Died in Australia 

e11. Sergey Trofimov (1894-1941). Born in Pskov province of Russia. Fought in the First 
World War, then participated in the White Movement. Graduated from Tartu University. MP of 
the 4th Saeima. After the coup d’Etat on 1934 became an adviser on Russian schools in the 
Ministry of Edication

e.12. Ivan Kornilyev (1901-1978). Born into peasant family of Vishgorodets district. MP 
of the 3rd and 4th Saeima

The First World War led to the emergence of a number of new states in Europe. The Re-
public of Latvia proclaimed its independence on 18 November 1918.

The young state was multi-national. Alongside the Latvian majority were several notice-
able national minorities – German, Jewish, Polish, Byelorussian and Russian. 

In the 1920’s and 1930’s the Russian minority was the most numerous. Over 200,000 
Russians lived in Latvia (up to 10% of the country’s population), 2 thirds of whom lived in 
the east of the country – in Latgalia. These were mainly land-poor peasants. Around 30,000 
Russians lived in Riga, making up more than 7% of the population. In comparison with 1913 
the number of Russians in Riga and throughout Latvia had on the whole decreased as a result 
of the mass evacuation during the First World War. However, the Russian community of Latvia 
was accompanied with refugees from Soviet Russia, who became an inalienable section of 
the local Russian cultural and scientific élite. Riga was one of the cultural centres for Russians 
abroad in the years between the wars. 

Almost all Russians at that time were Latvian citizens. Russian was the second most 
widespread language after Latvian. Throughout the entire period of the parliamentary repub-
lic Russian and German could be used in parliament - the Saeima - as well as Latvian. 

The young democracy was destroyed by the coup d’Etat on 15 May 1934. The constitu-
tion was suspended; the Saeima and the political parties were disbanded. The new regime 
arrested a lot of well known political activists, including one of the most popular Russian mi-
nority MPs – Melety Kallistratov. Officials of minority origin, including Russian, were squeezed 
out of public service.  The minorities’ positions in economics and culture were endangered. 

A. 
a1. Jānis Čakste (1859 – 1927) – graduate of the Moscow University Faculty of 

Law, barrister, one of the founders of the Independent Latvian state. First President 
of Latvia (1922 – 1927) – proponent of democratic principles and tolerance towards 
national minorities

a2. Kārlis Ulmanis (1877 – 1942) – founder and leader of the Peasants Union 
party, several times became the head of the Latvian government. He concentrated 
political power in his own hands and organised the coup d’état. Mr. Ulmanis was 
the President of Latvia from 1936 to 1940. Subjected to oppression by the Soviet 
authorities in 1940 and died in exile

B. 
Following the collapse of the Russian and German empires the Latvian 
people received a unique opportunity to create their own state for the 
first time in their history
b1. The building of the Latvian Saeima (former house of the Knighthood of 
Livonia)
b2. Proclamation of Latvian Act of Independence, 18 November 1918
b3. Presidium of the Second Saeima. First on the left is the Deputy Secretary of 
the Saeima - Melety Kallistratov
b4. Russian MPs in the Third Saeima (from left to right): Melety Kallistratov, Ivan 
Kornilyev, Arch-bishop Johann (Pommer), Stepan Kirillov, Leonty Shpolyansky 
and Grigory Yeliseyev

C. 
During the first years of independence it was possible to see in public 

places inscriptions in Latvian, German and Russian. This practice had been 
preserved since the times of the Empire. From 1923 the Riga City Council 
(Dome) decreed that inscriptions of this nature should only be in Latvian

D. 
Russian minority citizens in Latvia failed to join forces in order to stand 
for election with a single electoral list or create a united Russian politi-
cal group in the Saeima

d1. Electoral list of Old Believers at the elections for the 2nd Saeima
Four Russian lists participated in these elections: Orthodox electors and Russian Associa-
tions; the Russian United List of Municipalities and NGOs; the List of Old Believers and the 
Russian People’s Labour Party

Although Russian MPs were elected from different lists, they consid-
ered their main duty to be protecting the interests of the Russian mi-
nority of Latvia and rigorously followed it

1st Saeima 2nd Saeima 3rd Saeima 4th Saeima
1922-1925 1925-1928 1928-1931 1931-1934

Russians 3 5 6 6

Germans 6 5 6 6

Jews 6 5 5 3

Poles 1 2 2 2

in general 16 17 19 17

Latvia Attains Independence
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In the 1920’s and 1930’s the economic situation in Latvia differed radically from 
that at the beginning of the 20th Century. Most of those industrial enterprises that 
had been evacuated to Russia never returned to Latvia after the First World War. After 
the war Latvia’s economy could not rely on raw material or the market of Soviet Rus-
sia. The industry of independent Latvia was dominated by agriculture as well as me-
dium-sized and small businesses, mainly in food and wood-processing. Among the 
most important Russian enterprises were the M. S. Kuznetsov Joint-stock Company, 
the Popov Brothers Company, the Svetlanov Brothers Stockings and Knitwear Factory, 
the L. Ivanov First Cartridge Case Factory and the Kuzubov Company. 

The agricultural sector became the main area of Latvia’s economy. Land reform 
reduced the estates of landlords and promoted the emergence of many new peasant 
farms. Russian peasants in Latgalia also created new farms. The proportion of Rus-
sians engaged in agriculture exceeded that of Latvians. However, Russian peasants 
fell behind Latvians in terms of the area of land belonging to one landowner. Latvi-
ans, making up 80% of all landowners, owned 88% of the total land area, whereas 
Russians made up 11% of landowners but owned only 6% of the land. 

A.
Kuznetsov Porcelain Works – the largest Russian enterprise in Latvia

a1. Management of the Kuznetsov Works in Riga

a2. In the factory work shops

Most of the workers at the factory of that time were the descendants of those 
workers who had been brought to Riga by the Kuznetsovs from the small town 
of Dulyovo in the Moscow region

a3. Alexandra Gorshkova -  worker of the Painting ceramic Workshop

Production of the Kuznetsov Works

a4. Exhibition of goods produced by the Kutnetsov Works. Brussels, 1935

a5. Products of the Kuznetsov Works

B. Maykapar Tobacco Works

Founded in 1887. Belonged to the famous Karaite family of Maykapar. The staff 
of this factory in Riga was predominantly Russian. The Maykapar family played 
an active part in Russian public life and rendered financial support for the Rus-
sian Theatre in Riga and Russian university courses

b1. Workers in one of the workshops of the factory

b2. Office staff and workers of the Maykapar factory

b3. The Maykapars’ house in Riga at 1 Briana St., built to a design by architect 
A. Trofimov

b4. Advertisement for the Maykapar factory

C. 
Kegums Hydro-Electric Power Station – the largest construction 
project during the first period of Latvian independence

c1. The Kegums GES was built from 1934 to 1939 with Swedish financial assist-
ance. Russian workers and engineers also participated in its construction

c2. Doctor Edgar Frantzman with sons Lev and Pavel – building engineers, 
worked on the construction of Kegums Power Station

c3. Workers and engineers on the construction of the Station. Late 1930’s

D. 
Before the First World War Phoenix was one of the largest businesses in Riga. It 

was moved to the town of Rybinsk at the beginning of the war. In the early 1920’s 
Phoenix started to restore its work. In 1923 the factory started to complete small 
orders for Latvian Railways. In 1928 the factory received a large order from the USSR. 
In 1936 the business suffered losses and was bought up by Vairogs Joint-stock Com-
pany. Along with railway carriages, the factory started to produce cars

Russian minority and the economic life 
of Independent Latvia

d1. Staff of the Department of Commerce and Technology, first left I. Sazonov, 
later Deputy to the Chief Mechanic. 1924 

d2. Carriages, manufactured to order from the USSR. 1932

E. 
Vasily Kudryachev – entrepreneur and President the Riga Grebenshchikov 

Old Believers Community. Was a Member of Riga City Council (Dome). He completed 
construction of the embankment in Riga. 2nd from left in the photograph

F.
Mitrofanovs’ Company 

Founded in Dvinsk (now Daugavpils) in 1882. The Mitrofanovs owned bakeries 
making bread, cakes and other products, and a grocery store. The Mitrofanovs’ prod-
ucts were widely known outside Daugavpils. The high quality of the products was 
valued at international exhibitions, where the bakery gained 11 medals

f1. Merchant of the 1st Guild, Alexander Mitrofanov

f2. Family of merchant Pyotr Mitrofanov

f3. Calendar of Mitrofanov & Son Company from 1934 published in Latvian and 
Russian languages

G. 
Popov Brothers Trading Firm – established in Riga in 1788, sold metal goods

g1, g2  Advertisement for the Popov Brothers firm

H. 
Kamarin Brothers Joint-stock Company established in 1808

The company owned wholesale stock of chemical products, paints, cosmetics, 
perfume, soaps etc. The Kamarins’ family owned a house on Town Hall Square 
(Rātslaukms)

h1. Advertisement for Kamarin Brothers Joint-stock Company

h2. House of the Kamarins’family on Town Hall Square (Rātslaukums) in Riga

I. 
i1. Russian village in Latgalia (Eastern Latvia)

i2. Peasants learning a new technology

i3. Ivanov peasant family from the Daugavpils district. Late 1920’s

K. 
The occupations of Russian minority during the first period of Latvian 
independence (diagram) 

1 – agriculture, 2 – industry, 3- other occupations, 4 – transport and communi-
cations, 5 – trade, 6 – public service, 7 – domestic servants, 8 – education and 
culture, 9 – public health service 
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Johann Pommer (Jānis Pommers) was born in the Prauliena district in a peas-
ant family of Orthodox Latvians. In 1897 he graduated from the Riga Theological 
College and in 1904 the Kiev Theological Academy. He became a monk in 1903. In 
1907 Johann Pommer was appointed rector of the Lithuanian Theological College 
and Senior Priest of the Monastery of Holy Trinity (Vilnius). In 1911 he became the 
youngest bishop in Russia. In 1912 Pommer was charged with the authority of the 
Minsk eparchy (diocese) and in 1915 that of Taganrog. 

After the Revolution of 1917 when Bolsheviks came to power the persecution of 
the churches began. Johann Pommer was posted to Penza, where he was arrested by 
communist authorities and was imprisoned for over half a year. On his release from 
prison in 1921 and receiving Patriarch Tikhon blessing, Johann Pommer left for Riga. 
There he became the head of the Latvian Orthodox Church. It was a difficult time for 
the Orthodox community of the new-born independent state. Some of the Latvian 
politicians saw in Orthodoxy no more than support for the earlier Tsarist regime. The 
Orthodox Church lost part of its property. The building of the Orthodox Theological 
College was given over to the University of Latvia, the St. Alexey Church went to the 
Catholics, the St. Peter and Paul Church came under the jurisdiction of the Estonian 
Lutheran Community, etc. The fate of the main Orthodox church of Latvia, the Ca-
thedral of the Birth of Christ, was undecided. The Cathedral stood in ruins, and there 
were proposals to turn it into a secular establishment. 

Arriving in Riga Archbishop Johann set up his home in the Cathedral’s vaults, as 
the house of the higher clergy had also been taken away from the Orthodox Church. 
With effort and time no object, the Archbishop defended the legal interests of the 
Orthodox Church and his congregation. He was elected three times MP to the Saeima 
(Parliament of Latvia). Thanks to the efforts of Johann Pommer the Orthodox Church 
held a firm position in Latvian society. In independent Latvia ten new Orthodox 
churches were built and consecrated. On the 12th October 1934 Archbishop Johann 
died a martyr’s death at the hands of murderers unknown to this day. On the 24th 
September 2001 the Assembly of the Latvian Orthodox Church was held, in which 
Archbishop Johann (Pommer) was canonized. A unique event had taken place; for 
the first time in its history Latvia had given the Christian world a holy martyr. 

Illustrations

a1. Archbishop Johann Pommer

6th January 1876 – 12 October 1934

Printed publication of the Latvian Orthodox Church

a2. Monthly theological magazine Faith and Life. Issued from 1923 to 1940

a3. Russian Orthodox Calendar of Latvia

a4. First publication of the Riga Theological College in 1930. Thanks to the ef-
forts of Archbishop Johann the college renewed its operations in 1926

a5. Convention of the Clergy and Laymen in the Cathedral of Jesus Christ in 
1929. In the centre is Archbishop Johann

a6. A procession of workers from the Kuznetsov Factory took place twice a year; 
on the second day of Easter after liturgy and on the feast day of the appearance 
of the Our Lady of Kazan icon (21 July)

a7. Johann the Baptist Church

The church was founded in 1912. Construction was temporarily interrupted by 
the war and the revolution but was resumed thanks to the efforts of Archbishop 
Johann. The church was consecrated in 1929

a8. Session of the Synod of the Latvian Orthodox Church. 1928

Sitting (from left to right) – priests Feofan Borisovich, Grigory Dribintsev, 
Nikolay Tihomirov, Kirill Zayats, Archbishop Johann Pommer, priests Nikolay 
Pyatnitskiy, Romāns Passits, Kārlis Grūndulis

Standing (from left to right) – priests Johann Enņš, Johann Apiņš, Mihails 
Pētersons, a I. A. Platter (a teacher), Alexander Makedonsky (a priest), N.I. Shalin (a 
member of the Court Chamber), I.B. Becker (a member of the Court Chamber), Pavel 
Yankovich (a priest), P.P. Smirnov (taxation inspector and church elder from Bauska), 
F.A. Butsen (a censor of foreign press), Yevgeny Svintsov (a priest)    

a9. Johann Pommer amongst priests and parishioners. The girl on the far left 
is Lyudmila, daughter of Archpriest Herman Zhegalov. She took the veil in 1952. In 
1977 the nun Magdalene was ordained Mother Superior and assumed the authority 
of the Riga’s Nunnery

a10. Mother Superior Magdalene of the Holy Trinity-Sergiyev Nunnery in Riga 
and of the Priory of the Transfiguration of the Saviour 
(26.06.1921 – 10.10.1996)

a11. Pupils of the monastery shelter. 1930’s

a12. Archbishop Johann Pommer accompanied by the people of Riga just before 
his death

a13. Pilgrims from Latvia to Valaam. 1939

a14. A chapel on the grave of Archbishop Johann in the Pokrov cemetery in Riga 
was solemnly consecrated on the 11 October 1936. Above the entrance to the chapel 
is the mosaic Johann The Baptist by Yevgeny Klimov. The remains of the holy martyr 
Johann Pommer were laid to rest in the chapel up to 2001

a15. Religious composition of the inhabitants of Latvia in 1935 
(the diagram)

1 – Lutherans, 2 – Catholics, 3 – Orthodox, 4 – Old Believers, 5 – Jews, 6 – other 
confessions

After the formation of the independent Baltic States the eparchy of Riga was 
divided into two parts: Estonian and Latvian. On 27 February 1920 the All-Latvian 
Assembly of the Orthodox Church elected Johann Pommer as the Archbishop of Riga 
and all Latvia. Before he left Soviet Russia, Johann Pommer had a meeting with the 
Patriarch of all Russia Tikhon, from whom he received a document confirming the 
independence of the Latvian Orthodox Church which maintained subordination to 
the patriarchy of Moscow only in canonical matters

After the death of Archbishop Johann a battle raged around the legal status 
of the Latvian Orthodox Church. On 7 November 1935 an agreement was reached 
with the patriarchy of Constantinople on the transfer of the Latvian Orthodoxy to 
its jurisdiction. Augustins Petersons was elected the new Metropolitan of Riga and 
all Latvia

In 1936 the Orthodox Theological Institute began its work. An Orthodox De-
partment was opened the following year within the Faculty of Theology at the 
University of Latvia

In 1939 there were 77 Russian, 6 Latvian and Russian, 74 Latvian,            
1 German and 1 Estonian Orthodox parishes functioning in Latvia

Saint Johann – the Archbishop of Riga and Latvia
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With the foundation of an independent Latvian state in 1918 a new stage in the 
life of the Old Believers began. In November 1920 the first convention of Old Believ-
ers in Latvia was called, at which the Central Committee for the Affairs of Old Believers 
in Latvia was set up, and the basic principals of the organisation were determined, 
as well as the activities of the Old Belief communities. 

For the first time in their history the Old Believers started to receive financial 
assistance from the state, some parishes and societies received allotments of land 
from the state fund. New communities were created, old churches were repaired 
and new ones built. 

Old Believers became involved in political life, participating in elections to the 
Saeima (the parliament) and municipalities. The following Russian politicians with 
an Old Believers’ background were elected to the Saeima: Melety Kallistratov (MP in 
all 4 terms of the pre-war period), Stephan Kirillov, Ivan Yupatov, Grigory Yeliseyev, 
Timofey Pavlovsky. Professor Ivan Yupatov was head of the Russian Section of the 
Ministry of Education of Latvia for over 10 years. 

Societies that had been set up in Tsarist Russia continued to operate and new 
ones were created. The most well known amongst them were: the Old Believers’ 
Society of Latvia, the Grebenshchikov College in Riga, the Grebenshchikov Society 
for the Education of Poor Children in Riga, the Dfugavpils Old Believers’ Brotherhood, 
the I.Sinitsina Rēzeknes Old Believers’ Almshouse, the Old Believers’ Singing Society, 
and others. Co-operative and credit societies were established too. 

The development of education and culture among the Old Believers is insepara-
bly linked to the name of Ivan Zavoloko (1897 – 1984), researcher, specialist in early 
texts, teacher and pedagogue, author of more than 150 publications and graduate 
of the Russian Faculty of Law in Prague. He was head of the “Circle of Enthusiasts of 
Russian Antiquity” between 1927 and 1940 and was editor of the “Rodnaya Starina” 
(“The Antiquity of our Homeland”) magazine. 

The Grebenshchikov Community of Old Believers in Riga was the leading spirit-
ual centre of the Old Belief. The Old Belief church calendar, and the Nastavnik  (“Men-
tor”) magazine were published in Riga. The All-Latvian Courses for Teachers of God’s 
Law were organized by the council of the community. Sunday schools were run by 
the Grebenshchikov Community as well as by other Old Believers’ communities. 

Illustrations

A. 

a1. Prayer-house (church) of the Resurrection, the Birth of Our Lady and of 
the Prelate Nikola of the Daugavpils First Novostroyenskaya Old Believers’ 
Community

a2. Women’s Auxiliary Choir of the Grebenshchikov Prayer-house of Riga, 1920. 
In the centre are the church’s founder, K. Yershova, and the choir director, 
N.Shalkin

a3. Those present at the Convention of Old Believers in Jēkabpils, 1927 

a4. Fyodor Pavlov (1872 – 1933), first president of the Central Committee for 
the Affairs of Old Believers, president of the Community of Old Believers 

a5. MP Melety Kallistratov and Avdey Yekimov, counsellor at the Moskvinsky 
Community of Old Believers (in Eastern Latvia). Early 1930’s

a6. Council of the Grebenshchikov Community of Old Believers in Riga in 1938. 
From left to right, sitting; M. G. Lashkov, P. L. Aksenov, President of the Commu-
nity V. G. Kudryachev, instructor L. S. Murnikov, Vice-president K. Y. Yeremeyev, 
I. F. Yupatov: standing; A. G. Nitavsky, P. I. Maslyakov, D. T. Klimov, Ya. A. Vlasov, 
I. N. Zavoloko, Ye. G. Kudryachev, G. M. Zubov

a7. Council of Conventions of the Old Believers in Latvia. In the centre is Stephan 
Kirillov and Ivan Yupatov. Late 1920’s to early 1930’s

Old Believers in Independent Latvia 

a8. All-Latvian Convention of Teachers of God’s Law at the Grebenshchikov Com-
munity of Old Believers in Riga, second half of the 1930’s

B.
The Circle of Enthusiasts of Russian Antiquity was well known outside 
Latvia

b1. Founders of the Circle of Enthusiasts of Russian Antiquity. Sitting (from left 
to right); K. A. Pavlov, I. N. Zavoloko, A. K. Fomichev: standing K. R. Portnov; not 
present: P. F. Fadeyev and D. V. Fomina

b2. Participants of the Circle of Enthusiasts of Russian Antiquity meeting Lithua-
nian visitors over a cup of tea. Riga, 19 June 1931

b3. United Choir of the Riga and Daugavpils Circles of Enthusiasts of Russian 
Antiquity after their joint appearance at the Gayok Community of Old Believers 
(Daugavpils), 30 April 1931

b4. Choir of the Circle of Enthusiasts of Russian Antiquity affiliated to the Gre-
benshchikov College in Riga. In the centre is Ivan Zavoloko

C. 
Publications of Latvian Old Believers

D. 
The Rodnaya Starina magazine was published between 1927 and 1933

E. 
e1. Pimen Sofronov (1898 – 1973)

Born in the territory of Estonia. Lived in Riga in the late 1920’s to the early 1930’s 
and was head of the icon-painting studio of the Circle of Enthusiasts of Russian An-
tiquity. Famous artists such as Yury Rykovsky and Yevgeny Klimov also studied the 
art of icon-painting at his studio. Moved to Paris in the early 1930’s, where he ran 
a school of ancient-Russian painting and icon-painting, affiliated to the Russian 
Students Christian movement.  Later worked at the Kondakov Russian Institute in 
Prague. Painted churches in Yugoslavia and in the Vatican. In 1947 moved to the USA, 
where he took to painting many Orthodox churches. 

e2. In the studio of icon-painter Pimen Sofronov

F. 
The Old Believers of Latgalia

According to the population census of 1930, 45.15% of the Russian minority 
citizens of Latvia (or more than 91,000) were Old Believers. 

In 1939 there were 91 communities of Old Believers in Latvia
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The First World War and the Russian Revolution had a serious impact on civil 
society. During the first years of Latvian independence in  the 1920’s the Russian mi-
nority of Latvia (one tenth part of the country’s population) had to put considerable 
strength into restoring the non-governmental organisations that had existed earlier 
and  creating new ones. Dozens of Russian minority non-governmental organisa-
tions had already been functioning in the early 1920’s and their number continued 
to grow. 

Riga was the centre of the Russian minority’s public life. But Russian associa-
tions were also established in other towns and villages with the considerable mi-
nority population. There were Russian minority cultural and educational, charitable, 
professional, emigrants’, religious and youth organisations. Most favourable for the 
progress of social life in pre-war Latvia was the parliamentary republican period 
(1918 - 1934).

The situation changed after the dictatorship of Kārlis Ulmanis was established 
in 1934. Associations which had promoted political aims were clamped down upon. 
The remaining organisations fell under the strict control of the state. Special permis-
sion was required for performing Russian songs or printing programmes in Russian, 
etc. (just as in other minority languages).  In 1938 a new Law on Associations was 
passed, which required them to be re-registered. This led to an even greater stifling 
of public life. The number of Russian associations was reduced. Nevertheless, the 
Russian minority’s public life continued up to the annexation of Latvia in 1940. From 
June 1940 to February 1941 the new Soviet administration of Latvia disbanded all 
remaining 58 Russian minority associations. It was not until 50 years later, at the end 
of the 1980’s, that Latvian Russians could once again freely participate in activities of 
non-governmental organisations. 

Illustrations

A. Annual “Days of Russian Culture” – a tradition of the Russian minority 
in Latvia 

“Days of Russian Culture” was widely celebrated in pre-war Latvia. The 
principal instigator of this holiday was the Riga Russian Educational 
Association headed by Yelpidifor Tikhonitsky
a1. Celebrating the “Day of Russian Culture” in 1928
a2. “Russian Day”. Publication of the Central Union of Russian Educational Socie-
ties in Latvia, 1928
a3. “Day of Russian Culture” in the village of Mikhalovo, in the Lūdza district. In 
the centre is the teacher Ilya Astashkevich

“Days of Russian Culture” were celebrations not just for Russians; they 
provided an opportunity for Latvians and other peoples to recognise 
the Russian culture

B.
In 1917, on a wave of democratic upheaval in Russia, the National Democrat-

ic Union of Russian Citizens (NDU) was formed in Riga. Its activities were broken 
by the German occupation and the Bolshevik government. It was not until 1920 
that the NDU was reinstated and attempted to lead the splintered Russian society 
in Latvia. In 1924 two Russian organisations were created based on it: the Russian 
National Union (with political functions) and the Russian National Association 
(RNA), which had both individual and collective membership. In 1934 the RNU was 
closed by the authorities. The RNA was re-named in 1938 the Riga Russian Society 
and under this name was disbanded in 1940

b1. Members of the RNA in 1930
b2. Nikolay Bordonos (in the centre), an active participant of the NDU and the RNA

C.
The “Bayan” Society – one of the oldest Russian associations in Latvia

The society resumed its work in 1929. “Bayan” was made up of a choir directed 
by M. F. Grivsky, S. M Krasnoperov’s orchestra of national instruments, N. S. Baraba-
nov’s literature and theatre studio and an opera ensemble directed by N. I. Vasilyev 

The Fate of Russian minority NGOs 
in Independent Latvia

c1. The “Bayan” Orchestra at the first gathering of Russian choirs in Narva (1937). 
Director, S. M. Krasnoperov in the foreground

D. The “Falcon” Society
The Falcon Movement was originally set up by the Czechs in the mid 1800’s as 

a protest against the Austro-Hungarian policies of germanising the Czechs. To un-
derstand the spirit and strength of the people the movement’s ideologists (M. Tyrsh 
and I. Fyugner) worked out a special system of physical exercise. Falconism quickly 
found popularity amongst the Slavonic peoples, including the Russians. The falco-
nist ideas became particularly popular in conditions of emigration. In Latvia the first 
falconist association appeared in Daugavpils in 1928, then in Riga, Liepāja, Rēzekne 
and Jelgava. Along with the physical exercises, falcons were educated in the spirit of 
enmity towards bolshevism

“Falcons” of Riga
d1. Nadezhda Mashirova. 1920’s 
d2. Rostislav Maslov-Bering. 1933

E. Guides and Scouts
e1., e2. Russian scouts of Latvia. 1920’s
e3., e4. Russian guides, 1930’s

F.
The Russian Students Orthodox Union (RSOU) was a composite part of the 
Russian Students Christian Movement Abroad (RSCM)

The RSOU was formed in Riga in 1928 in many ways inspired by the lectures 
of the famous Russian philosopher N. A. Berdyayev and played a large role in the 
spiritual development of the Russian youth. The RSOU was closed by the Latvian 
authorities in 1934

f1. The Third General Meeting of the RSCM of the Baltic States at the Pühtitsa 
Convent (Estonia) in 1930
f2. Participants in the High School circle Source of Life. Riga, 1933
f3. Dr. (Privat-docent) V. V. Preobrazhensky with members of the history circle
f4. Cover of the pamphlet by V. V. Preobrazhensky Christianity and Pre-Christian 
Religions 
f5. Boris Plyukhanov (1911 – 1993), active member of the RSOU, author of the 
book The RSCM in Latvia and Estonia. YMCA Press, 1933

B. V. Plyukhanov: “The movement is not a party; political, national or ecclesiasti-
cal. It is something else, more profound. It is a new stream of spiritual life in the Russian 
youth; a Russian, Orthodox direction of thought and life among the Russian youth, both 
emigrant and those who were born, raised and live in their native localities, within the 
confines of the independent states that have arisen anew on the territory of the former 
Russian empire” (page 91)

G. Student Corp

Ruthenia
The Russian male students’ corporation Ruthenia appeared in 1929 as a result 

of the split in the Fraternitas Arctica. The colours of the corporation are black, orange 
and white. The corporation survived 1940, the Second World War and in emigration 
existed until 1998

g1. Spring Kommers (Students’ Celebration) 25 April 1936
g2. At one of the Kommers during the war. The Landesvater ceremony 
g3. Corporation Wedding: participant of the corporation Tatiana, Yelena Berzin 
marries Ruthenian Lev Frantzman

Sororitas Tatiana – Russian Student Corp for Women
g4. “Kommers” (Students’ Celebration) 
g5. 2-nd Union of Sororitas Tatiana
1st row, left to right: Valida Palmberg, Vera Kukharenko, Yevgenia Benikson
2nd row: Yelena Berzin and V. Kaul

H.
Participants in the charity event White Flower Day at the entrance to the Riga 
Government Russian High School
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In December 1919 Latvia’s People’s Council (temporary parliament of the new-born 
state) passed laws on the educational establishments of Latvia and on the organisation of mi-
nority schools in Latvia, according to which national minorities had the right to autonomy in 
creating and running their schools. Within the Ministry of Education national departments 
were created, including the Russian Department. Professor Ivan Yupatov was head of this de-
partment for 10 years. For a brief period in Latvia there appeared Latvian, Russian, Byelorus-
sian, German, Jewish, Polish, Lithuanian and Estonian schools. Thus the right of minorities 
to receive education was met, including the right to education in secondary schools in their 
mother tongue. Only the history and geography of Latvia from the 5th year of primary school 
was taught in minority schools in Latvian. 

In the 1920’s and 1930’s the literacy of the Russian population rose steadily. If in 1920 
only 41.32% of Russian Latvians over 10 years old were literate, by 1930 this percentage had 
risen to 62.74%. This growth in literacy was facilitated by the creation of a network of Russian 
primary schools, particularly in the remote parts of Eastern Latvia - Latgalia. However, far 
from every Russian child completed their primary school education. Only every 22nd child 
leaving primary school went on to secondary school. 

After the coup d’état of 1 May 1934 Latvian nationalist tendencies were strengthened. 
The authorities’ relations towards the national minorities sharply deteriorated. The law on na-
tional education dispensed with schools’ autonomy. This was followed by directions on the al-
location of schoolchildren according to ethnicity, which restricted the right of parents to choose 
the language of instruction. Whereas at the beginning of the 1930’s there were 5 Russian 
state high schools (in Riga, Daugavpils, Lūdza, Rēzekne and Jaunlatgale), by the end of the 
1930’s only 2 of them remained: in Riga and in Rēzekne, as well as the Russian department of 
the 2nd Daugavpils Gymnasia. In 1936 the last of the, at the time numerous, Russian private 
high schools, the O. Lishina Gymnasia, was closed down. In the 1939/40 academic year in the 
remaining Russian secondary schools there were 568 pupils, which was clearly inadequate to 
satisfy the growing demands of the Russian youth for education. Latvian high schools were 
over-subscribed and in no condition to take in new students. 

Illustrations

A. The Riga City Russian Gymnasia (formerly the Lomonosov School)
The date on which this high school is considered to have been founded is 15 Jan-

uary 1919. However, teaching staff and students regard their school as the succes-
sor of the Lomonosov High School, which was functioning until the First World War. 
The school quickly became renowned as the best Russian educational institution in 
Latvia. Amongst those having studied at the school are; the poets I. Chinnov and N. 
Istomin, the writer L. Zurov, grand master V. Petrov, artists G. Kruglov, G. Matveyev, 
A. Yupatov, M. Yakobi, musicians N. Kachalov, D. Kulkov, A. Fyodorov, philologists M. 
Semenova and N. Kravchenok, sculptor L. Bukovsky, lawyers D. Bukovsky and B. Ply-
ukhanov and others.

a1. Adrian Mossakovsky – Director of the High School from 1921 to 1935
“We are not here to seek privilege or advantage … but on our part it would be a 

sin, criminal negligence and proof of political and national immaturity to neglect any-
thing of that, which we see as our inalienable right” 

Adrian Mossakovsky

a2. In the centre of the 2nd row Johann (Ivan) Koehler, first Director and teacher 
of history with his students. 1924 
a3. School Leavers in 1925
a4. The Gymnasia – a constellation of the best Russian pedagogues

Russian Minority Schools in Independent Latvia

In the 1st row, from left to right: Archpriest N. Perekhvalsky, A. Mossakovsky, D. 
Tikhomirov, A. Yekkal; in the 2nd row: I. Batalin, Ye. Zile, A. Bulatov, A. Ratter-
man; in the 3rd row; Ya. Serafimov, A. Baltyn, N. Kuzminsky and others
a5. Gymnasia’s Students. 1932
a6. Gymnasia’s Students published their School Years magazine 
a7. The last photograph in the staff room before the school’s closure. 1935
Following a directive by the Minister of Education, A. Tentelis, the school was 
closed on 1 September 1935. The reason for the closure was the state’s policy to 
discontinue schools of national minorities, occasioned by a sharp reduction in 
financing for schools from the town’s budget. 

The Closure of the Gymnasia came as a heavy and unfair blow to 
Russian society

B. The Government Russian Gymnasia of Riga
This school was founded in 1922 by the active involvement of Elpidifor Tikhonit-

sky, who became its first Director. In terms of the number of students and the quality 
of teaching it came second to the Lomonosov High School. Nevertheless, in 1935 
it accepted streams of former teachers and students from that very school. Those 
who had begun to study at the Lomonosov High School still considered themselves 
Lomonosovtsy. They were in the majority and set the tone. Soon even those who 
had not attended the Lomonosov School previously also started to call themselves 
Lomonosovtsy. Thus it continued until 1945, i.e. up until the Sovietisation of the 
school. 

b1. School Leavers in 1937. In the centre of the 2nd row is the school’s Director, 
Georgy Gerbanenko

C. The Government Russian Gymnasia of Rēzekne
This school was founded in 1921. It flourished in the 1930’s, when its director 
was Ivan Tityshkin. 
c1. The Days of Pushkin at the high school. 1937

D. The Government Russian Gymnasia of Lūdza
Functioned between 1926 and 1935
d1. This building at 62, Latgales Street, housed the Russian Gymnasia, which 
was the centre of cultural life in Lūdza. 1932
d2. Director of the Lūdza High School Ivan Polyakov and Teacher of Law Feofan 
Borisovich

E. The O. Lishina Private Russian Gymnasia for Women   
e1. Olympiada Lishina (1875 – 1961). Photograph from early 1930’s. Founded 
the high school in 1908
e2. Public transport ticket belonging to pupil Yevgenia Gorshkova
e3. Pupils leaving the school in 1936

F. The Lyudmila Taylova Private Russian Gymnasia for Women 

Lyudmila Taylova opened her high school in 1884. Taylova’s school was one of 
the oldest and most popular Russian schools in Riga. Owing to financial prob-
lems, the school was closed in 1932
f1. Teaching staff and students of the school in 1920. Lyudmila Taylova is sitting 
in the first row in the centre

G. Russian minority Primary Schools
At the beginning of the 1930’s in Latvia over 200 Russian primary schools with 
more than 20,000 pupils were in existence. Most of these schools were in rural 
locations.  
g1. Building of the Russian Primary School in Pudanova village. 1925
g2. 4-year Russian Primary School in Sesku municipality 
g3. Teachers and pupils of the Pudanova Russian Primary School. Early 1930’s
g4. Pupils at the Viļani Russian Primary School in 1939
g5. Girl pupil at the Viļani Russian Primary School, Ksenia Sharygina, 1931

H. Russian Primary Schools in Riga
There used to be 13 Russian primary schools in Riga
h1. Lesson at the 9th Russian Primary School. Early 1920’s

Illiterate are depicted in black 

Germans  Latvians   Jews   Russians
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At the very beginning of the history of independent Latvia in 1919 the Uni-
versity of Latvia (UL) was set up on the basis of the former Polytechnic of Riga and 
has become the main centre for scientific and pedagogical specialists, amongst 
whom a relatively small but important group of Russian academic intelligentsia 
can be noted. During the period of the first independent Latvian state up to 20 
Russian teaching staff worked at the main university of the country. Amongst 
these were those who became specialists in Riga before the First World War, as 
well as émigrés from Soviet Russia and the younger generation, who had received 
their education at the UL. In the 1920’s Russian professors were allowed to read 
lectures in Russian. However teaching gradually went over to Latvian. 

In the 1936-37 year a university degree was conferred on 130 students of lo-
cal Russian minority origin: 4 architects, 3 philologists, 3 philosophers, 1 historian, 
11 engineers, 10 chemistry students, 3 pharmaceutical students, 6 agronomists, 4 
mathematicians, 3 students of natural science, 13 mechanical engineers, 24 doc-
tors, 3 dentists, 6 economists, 30 lawyers and 6 veterinary surgeons. The most 
prominent amongst the small number of Russian graduates of the university were 
doctors and lawyers. It was amongst the workers of these prestigious professions 
that the Russian intelligentsia in Latvia was most broadly represented. In the sec-
ond half of the 1930’s, however, as a consequence of the growth of nationalism, 
it became apparent that not only were Russian employees of state institutions 
being squeezed out, but in general the Russian educated youth were finding it 
more and more difficult to find work and later careers.  

Illustrations

A. Russian Teaching Staff at the University of Latvia

a1. Vasily Sinaysky (1876 – 1949), professor. Worked at the UL from 1922 
to 1944, where he read lectures on civil rights. World renowned Scientist. Died in 
Belgium

a2. Vladimir Bukovsky (1867 – 1937), taught civil law. In 1931 completed 
his doctor’s dissertation and was selected for the position of professor. Partici-
pated in drawing up the Regulations for Civil Legal Proceedings, adopted in 1937

a3. Alexander Kruglevsky (1886 – 1964), from 1928 to 1948 worked in 
the UL Department of Criminal Rights.  Was dismissed in 1948 as a “bourgeois 
specialist”

a4. Vyacheslav Gribovsky (1867 – 1924), professor, at the UL read a course 
in state law

a5. Anatoly Ugryumov (1872 – 1929), graduate of the Alexander Military 
Law Academy, professor (privat-docent) of the UL from 1923 to 1929. 

Photo by LVVA archive

a6. Vladimir Kosinsky (1868 – 1938), professor. Having emigrated from 
Soviet Russia, taught at the Russian Faculty of Law in Prague until 1928. Worked 
at the UL from 1928, where he read lectures in co-operation and statistics

a7. Nikolay Kokhanovsky (1870 - ?), from 1924 to 1929 read a course on 
political economics at the UL. Later emigrated to the USA

a8. Vasily Klimenko (1868 – 1941), from 1921 professor in the Department 
of the Diagnosis of Internal Diseases of the Faculty of Medicine of the UL. At the 
same time worked as a general practitioner 

a9. Édouard Gartier (1872 – 1959), from 1921 to 1944 professor at the 
Faculty of Medicine of the UL, major specialist in the field of paediatrics. Spent the 
last years of his life in Scotland

a10. Vladimir Trofimov (1872 – 1944), from 1924 to 1931 taught course in 
surgical operations at the UL. In 1931 took up a post as Minister without portfolio. 
At the end of 1944 was arrested by the NKVD (Soviet repressive service) and died 
in captivity

Russian Professors and Students 
of Latvia in 1919 - 1941

a11. Robert Vipper (1859 – 1954), major specialist in the recent history of 
European states. From 1924 to 1941 was professor at the UL, reading a course in 
recent history and conducting a seminar on the history of Latvia. In 1941 moved 
to Moscow

a12. Boris Vipper (1888 – 1967), son of Robert Vipper. From 1924 to 1941 
taught at the Academy of Arts, professor. From 1932 had a parallel position at the 
UL, where he taught history and theory of art. Made a substantial contribution 
to the teaching of Latvian art. In 1941 moved to Moscow, where he continued to 
work productively

a13. Alexander Labutin (1880 – 1970), from 1920 read at the UL course of 
lectures on technical mechanics, descriptive geometry and construction statics, at 
the same time working in practical engineering. Left Latvia in 1944 and spent the 
last years of his life in Switzerland. 

a14. Boris Popov (1871 – 1950), from 1920 to 1944 professor in the Sub-
Faculty of Mineralogy of the Faculty of Chemistry of the UL. Left Latvia in 1944

a15. Professor Boris Popov giving lessons to his students

a16. The professors and students of the Faculty of Mechanics at the UL. 1931

B. Russian University Courses

Russian University Courses were set up in Riga in 1921 on the initiative and 
with the active participation of Professor Konstantin Arabazhin (1865-1929). The 
Courses provided an opportunity to acquire learning, similar in volume to what a 
university could provide, in Russian. However, the diploma issued by them did not 
carry any legal weight. In 1929 the Courses were re-structured into the Russian 
Institute of University Learning, which existed until 1937

b1. Teachers and students of the Russian University Courses. In the first row, 
fourth from the left is Professor Konstantin Arabazhin

b2. Diploma from the Russian Institute of University Learning

C.

Yury Novoselov (1873 – 1955), honorary member of the Latvian Geographical 
Society

D. 
Kallistrat Zhakov (1866 – 1926), philosopher, poet, writer

E.  

Scientific publications and textbooks, composed by Russian scientists in 1920’s-
1930

F.  

Collection of articles, written by Latvian historians for the 80th birthday of Rob-
ert Vipper

H. 
h1. The students at the UL in the 1938-39 academic year included (diagram): 

1 – Latvians, 2 - Jews, 3 – Germans, 4 – Russians, 5 - others

h2. Boris Vorontsov, the student of the University of Latvia, 1939
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In the period between the two world wars the Russian minority press took up 
a distinct position in the market for newspapers and magazines in Latvia, where at 
the time three intersecting information spaces had developed – the Latvian, Russian 
and the German. Not only Russians but also Latvians, Jews, Germans and Poles were 
the readers of the local Russian press. The most popular Russian publication was the 
Segodnya (“Today”) newspaper, which was issued between 1919 and 1940. From 
1924 an evening edition, Segodnya Vecherom, was published. The newspaper was 
widely known in the Russian emigrant milieu outside Latvia. Material was sent to 
the newspaper from famous Russian writers and poets – Arkady Averchenko, Kon-
stantin Balmont, Ivan Bunin, Alexander Kuprin, Nadezhda Taffy and Ivan Shmelev. In 
the words of the researcher of the Russian press, Yury Abyzov, “the newspaper was 
not émigré, or anti-bolshevist, or European. It was considered itself Latvian, inasmuch 
as it catered for the multi-ethnic society of the republic, which had grown in an atmos-
phere of Russian culture”. And this pre-determined its success with readers. 

At the end of 1924 the first edition of the Slovo (“The Word”) newspaper was 
issued, of which the publisher was the Salamander insurance company headed by 
Nikolay Belotsvetov. However, the paper could not create any competition for Se-
godnya as it catered exclusively for the right-wing Russian reader. In 1929 the pa-
per ceased publication. Such was also the fate of other publications of Salamander, 
amongst which the most significant was the weekly art and literature magazine 
Perezvony (“Chimes”). 

Over 70 newspapers and 80 magazines in Russian were published at different 
times in independent Latvia in the 1920’s and 1930’s. After the authoritarian regime 
came to power in 1934 journalists found themselves under press censorship. In 1940, 
after Latvia joined the USSR, all Russian newspapers in Latvia irrespectively of their 
political propensity were closed down, and many journalists suffered repression. 

Illustrations

A. 
Segodnya – the largest Russian newspaper in the Baltic States, one of 
the best Russian newspapers outside Russia before the Second World 
War

a1. Publishers and the editorial board of the Segodnya and Segodnya Vecherom 
newspapers. In the first row third from the left is B. Khariton, editor of Segodnya 
Vecherom, fifth from the left is the co-publisher of the newspaper Y.Brams. In the 
first row, first right is the critic P Pilsky, second right is the future editor of Segod-
nya M. Milrud, third right is the editor of Segodnya M.Ganfman. Photograf of late 
1920’s.

The Russian Press in Pre-War Latvia

a2. Maxim Ganfman (1882 – 1934), editor of Segodnya newspaper

a3. Mikhail Milrud (1883 – 1942), editor of Segodnya. Arrested in 1941 and per-
ished in the GULAG

a4. Vladimir Klopotovsky (1883 – 1944), worker on Segodnya. Known under the 
pseudonym Lery

a5. Anatoly Perov (1907 – 1977), reporter for Segodnya, one of the publishers 
and editor of the magazine Dlya Vas (“For You”)

a6. Segodnya Vecherom – evening edition of the Segodnya newspaper 

B. 
b1. Dlya Vas (For You) (1931 – 1940), weekly illustrated literary and socio-politi-
cal magazine, published by the Segodnya concern

b2. Editorial board of the Dlya Vas magazine

C.
c1. Slovo – unsuccessfully attempted to compete with Segodnya

c2. Arch-bishop Johann at the editorial office of Slovo newspaper. On Joahan’s 
left is the brother of publisher Sergey Belotsvetov, Sergey Korenev, Ivan Zavo-
loko and Nikolay Berezhansky, editor

c3. Illustrated appendix to the Slovo newspaper 

D.
d1. Perezvony (Chimes) (1925 – 1928) – weekly art and literature magazine

d2. From right to left: Vsevolod Belotsvetov, Nikolay Belotsvetov Managing Di-
rector of the Salamander insurance company, publisher, and Sergey Belotsve-
tov, editor of the Chimes magazine

E.
e1. The Voice of Dvinsk was issued from 1925 to 1935, from 1935 was published 
under the name Our Voice of Daugavpils (Dvinsk and Daugavpils – Russian and 
Latvian names of the second largest town of Latvia)

e2. The editing staff of The Voice of Dvinsk in 1932. In the centre is the editor 
Lyudmila Yakubovich, behind her the future editor Arseny Formakov

F. 
Golos Naroda (The Voice of the People) newspaper, issued between 1933 and 
1935

a1. 
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In the conditions of an independent Latvia in the period between the two world 
wars Riga became one of the cultural centres for Russians living abroad. The Rus-
sian population of Latvia could live a life rich in culture and spirit. The Segodnya 
newspaper was one of the largest publications in Russian printed outside Russia. The 
only permanently functioning Russian theatre outside Russia with a brilliant troop of 
actors was in Riga. Like Russian minority schools of Latvia, the Russian theatre was 
financed by the state budget of Latvia. Talented Russian artists made their creations 
in Latvia. Many famous representatives of the Russian cultural and scientific elite 
visited Riga. Ivan Bunin, who was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1933, came to Riga, 
as did Ivan Shmelev. Feodor Chaliapin was on tour in Riga several times. Residents 
of Riga had the opportunity of getting to know the works of the poet Alexander 
Vertinsky. The performances of the Choir of the Don Cossacks left an unforgettable 
impression. Many well known Russian scientists read their lectures, amongst them 
the philosophers Nikolay Berdyayev, Ivan Ilyin and Semyon Frank. The proximity to 
Russia and the presence of a large local Russian population attracted many promi-
nent Russian émigrés. 

”On the strength of its geographical position, Riga, situated on the junction of 
two worlds – the Russian and the Western European, readily invited artistes from 
the East as well as from the West. Russian artistes travelling west could not pass 
Riga by, with its warm and enthusiastic greeting. In Riga well known soloists of the 
Bolshoy Theatre gave tours in Riga: Barsova (coloratura soprano), splendidly play-
ing the part of Rosina in “the Barber of Seville”, Maksakova (Carmen), Sobinov, 
Zhadan – in the role of Lensky in “Eugene Onegin” and others. From the west came 
Shalyapin, singing in Russian the part of Boris Godunov at the opera, and appea-
ring in “the Mermaid” and also in concert. Tickets were sold out several months 
beforehand. His performances were events, which residents of Riga of all ages 
and nationalities had been preparing for and remembered for a long time”, recalls 
Natalya Sinayskaya, eye-witness of the events of those years. 

Illustrations

A.
Russian maestros made a great contribution to the establishment of 
the Latvian opera and ballet

a1. Pyotr Melnikov (1867 – 1940), from 1922 to 1933 was director of the Na-
tional Opera and accomplished a number of brilliant productions, mainly of Russian 
classical operas

a2. Alexandra Fyodorova (1884 – 1972), former soloist of the Mariinsky 
Theatre. In 1925 came to Riga as a new ballet-master and prima-ballerina. As a bal-
let-master she worked 8 seasons. In a short time she managed to raise Latvian ballet 
to a European level. From the rooms of her ballet studio came many ballet artistes 
who were to become famous in the future. In 1937 A. Fyodorova moved to the USA, 
where she managed a ballet studio for many years

a3. Marianna Cherkasskaya (1876 – 1934), former soloist of the Mariinsky 
Theatre in St Petersburg. Spent the last years of her life in Latvia, where she 
performed at the National Opera

a4. Dmitry Smirnov (1882 – 1944), tenor, former soloist of the Bolshoy and 
the Mariinsky Opera Theatres. Emigrated in 1920. Settled in Riga in the late 
1930’s, where he headed a vocal studio. 

a5. Leonid Sobinov was a frequent visitor to Riga. In the photo L. Sobinov in 
the role of Lensky in the opera “Eugene Onegin”

a6. Valentina Telegina-Vasilyeva (1894 – 1963) with her students in the 
opera studio. 1934

B. Choir singing was very popular amongst Russians

Choir Directors

b1. Mikhail Grivsky

An Oasis of Russian Culture

b2. Lev Grivsky

b3. Sergey (Stephan) Krasnoperov (1900 – 1961), organised an orchestra of 
folk instruments, then led the Russian Folk Choir. After the war worked in philhar-
monics, and also led a class of folk instruments in the Latvian Conservatory

b4. The Choir of the “Bayan” Society

C. The Russian Amateur Theatre 

Founded in 1926 by Konstantin Nezlobin, a popular entrepreneur of the begin-
ning of the century. The theatre tried unsuccessfully to compete with the Russian 
Theatre. It was closed down after the death of Nezlobin in 1930

c1. Troop of the Amateur Theatre. End of the 1920’s
c2. The Amateur Theatre performed in this house in the Moscow forshtadt (sub-
urb of Riga), at 3 Jēzusbaznīcas St. 

D.
Ivan Rudenkov (1887 – 1950), one of the founders of the puppet theatre in 
Latvia

E. 
Literature

e1. Irina Saburova (1907 – 1979). Her path to creativity started in pre-war 
Riga. In 1944 she emigrated to the west. In 1947 – 1949 she wrote the novel “Ships 
of the Old Town”; the only artistic work of “Russian Riga”. The book appeared origi-
nally in German and only in 1972 in Russian. In 2005 the book was published in 
Latvia for the first time. 

e2. Alexander Perfilyev (1895 – 1973), journalist, writer and poet. Died in 
Munich

e3. Boris Engelhardt (1889 – 1962). Colonel in the Tsarist army. Former mem-
ber of the Russian State Duma (First Russian parliament), commandant of Petrograd 
during the February Revolution in 1917, then participated in the White movement. 
Having emigrated, took up writing literature, mainly memoirs. Suffered repression 
by the Soviet authorities. Survived and returned to Riga

e4. Pyotr Pilsky (1881 – 1941), literary critic and publicist

e5. Sergey Mintslov (1870 – 1933), author of numerous historical novels

e6. Yury Galich (Goncharenko) (1877 - 1940), poet, writer, journalist
Tsarist officer attained the rank of General in the Provisional Government. Lived 
in Riga from 1923. Committed suicide in 1940 after being summoned by the 
NKVD (Soviet political police) 

F. 
Publishing of Books

f1. Life and Culture - the most famous Russian publishing house in pre-war 
Latvia. Published 75 books, and also collections of essays by Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky, 
Pushkin, Lermontov and Turgenev. Publishing houses of Riga published books not 
only of Russian classics and émigré writers but also by Soviet authors

G. 
The great Russian singer Feodor Chaliapin in Riga

H. 
The Choir of Mikhail Nazarov (1896 – 1949) at the Riga Russian Educational 
Society. 1939
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The Russian people have a duty to feel and understand for themselves the signifi-
cance of what has been created by their artists, in order to introduce the people of the 
West to Russian art

Yevgeny Klimov, artist  

After the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia many Russian artists found refuge in 
Latvia, including the famous Nikolay Bogdanov-Belsky and Sergey Vinogradov. In 
emigration they, like a great many of their fellow countrymen, continued to actively 
pursue their occupations of creativity and teaching, developing traditions of 
Russian art. 

For a large number of artists from Russia, Latvia had become a second home, 
where they were treated as high class masters. Thus, Alexandra Beltsova is a most 
distinguished artist of cubism and art-deco in Latvia and one of the founders of the 
national school of porcelain painting. 

Another group of Russian artists in Latvia before the Second World War were 
local residents  who were born in Latvia and received here an education in art. The 
works of Sergey Antonov, Yevgeny Klimov, Aleksey Yupatov and other Russian art-
ists are remarkable for their being developed in a context of European art and at 
the same time keeping a Russian national originality.  The creative career of Georgy 
Kruglov (1905-1984) started in the pre-war Latvia. He had graduated from Latvian 
Academy of Arts as ceramist and worked at Kuznetsov porcelain factory.  His crea-
tions received by awards at expositions in Berlin (1933), Paris (1937), Brussels and 
Berlin (1938). From 1944 to 1974 taught at the Academy of Arts, was the chairman 
of the Department of Decoration and design, pro-rector.    

The contribution of Russian architects to the development of architecture in 
independent Latvia is also noteworthy.  In the 1920’s and 1930’s such architects as 
Vladimir Shervinsky, Sergey Antonov, Pyotr Pavlov and Alexander Trofimov lived and 
worked here. 

Created and amassed outside Bolshevik Russia, the unique artistic wealth gives 
us an idea of the ways in which Russian art in the 20th century could have devel-
oped. 

Illustrations:

A. Sergey Vinogradov ( 1869 – 1938)

a1. Sergey Vinogradov, a Full member of the St. Petersburg Academy of Arts, 
lived in Riga from 1924 until his death. Rented an artist’s studio from Bogdanov-
Belsky. Painted the Riga suburbs a lot but was particularly drawn to Latgalia (eastern 
Latvia), where the nature reminded him of Russia.

a2. Latgalian landscape, 1925

a3. Pskovo-Pechersky Monastery, 1920’s

a4. Sergey Vinogradov with students of his studio, 1930’s

Sergey Vinogradov: To see, to see – that is our duty 
I know my art. It was not for nothing that I studied, looked, remembered and 
worked so much. Now there are no technical difficulties for me. 
Pyotr Pilsky: Vinogradov is an amazing artist; whatever he comes into contact 
with suddenly starts to quiver and sparkle.

B. Nikolay Bogdanov-Belsky (1868 -1945)

Academic, settled in Riga in 1921. Organized a studio, where ethnic Latvians 
studied too. He was very productive as a portrait and landscape painter. In 1936 was 
awarded the highest award of Latvia, the Order of the Three Stars

b1. Self-Portrait, 1915

b2. Latgalian Girls, 1920’s 

b3. Evening (The Angler), 1925
Nikolay Bogdanov-Belsky: Art gives people the joy and happiness to recognize 
beauty 
Children have always fascinated me, I have dedicated my life to them and still do 
…the world of a child is truly good!

Russian Artists in the First Period 
of Independent Latvia

C. Alexandra Beltsova (1892 – 1981)
c1. She was involved in Latvian art for many years, yet never lost her Russian 
national originality. 

c2. The Tennis Player. 1927. Porcelain

c3. The Organ-grinder, 1925

c4. The Mask, 1925   

D. Vladimir Shervinsky (1894 – 1975)

In the 1920’s and 1930’s, synodal architect of the Latvian Orthodox Church. More 
than 25 churches have been built in Latvia in accordance with the designs of Vladimir 
Shervinsky. Most of them are in the wooden architectural style of northern Russia

d1. Vladimir Shervinsky. Photo

d2. Orthodox Church in Jaunlatgale, 1930. Built to V. Shervinsky’s designs

E. Alexander Trofimov (1891 – 1979)

A subtle master of stylization, Alexander Trofimov designed several architec-
tural works of art in the 1920’s, of which the mansion of tobacco producer Maykapar 
in Riga is an outstanding example

e1. Alexander Trofimov, photo

e2. Façade of the house of Maykapar (sketch), 1920’s

F. Sergey Antonov (1884 – 1956)

Made his name in architecture, painting, decorative art (he designed the stage 
settings in stage performances of Russian classics in the Riga Russian Theatre and 
other theatres) and in teaching

f1. Sergey Antonov. Photo

f2. Building of the printing house and editorial office of the   newspaper 
in Riga, designed by S.Antonov. Present-day view

f3. The architect was awarded with two honorary diplomas, two gold medals 
and the Order of Leopold II for the Latvian pavilion at the Universal Exhibition 
in Brussels (1935)

f4. On the Day of Celebration. Russian motif, distemper

G. Aleksey Yupatov (1911 – 1975) 

Displayed his greatest talents in panel graphics and book illustrations. Designer 
of around 600 bookplates. In 1936 attained an honorary diploma at the Bookmark 
international exhibition in Los Angeles

g1. Aleksey Yupatov and Sergey Antonov. Photo

g2. Aleksey Yupatov in his studio

g3. The Sovereign (Ivan the Terrible), illustrations

g4. A bookplate

H. Yevgeny Klimov (1901 – 1990)

The works of Yevgeny Klimov were distinguished by their variety and diverse 
range – painting, graphics, mosaics, restoration works, icon-painting, art his-
tory and teaching

h1. Yevgeny Klimov, Photo, 1920
h2. Johann Baptizer, mosaic above the chapel of Arch-bishop Johann (Pommer) 
in the Pokrovsk Cemetery in Riga, 1930

h3. On the Lake of Pskov. Canvas, oil, 1937

h4. Elijas Street. Riga. Oil, 1930’s

I. 
Architect P. Pavlov as well as engineers V. Isayev and G. Tolstoy were involved 

in the planning of the Central Market in Riga. Built in 1924 – 1930, this market re-
mained for a long time the largest and most modern market in Europe
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On the eve of the Second World War 
in conditions of increasing international 
tension, the Soviet-German treaty of 
non-aggression or the “Molotov-Ribben-
trop Pact” was signed on 23 August 1939. 
In accordance with a secret appendix to 
this agreement, the USSR and Germany 
divided up spheres of influence in Europe 
between them. The Baltic States, Finland, 
Western Byelorussia, Western Ukraine 
and Bessarabia were to come under the 
USSR’s sphere of influence, whilst a large 
part of Poland became Germany’s zone of 

influence. The fate of states and peoples was decided without their participation.

On 1 September 1939 Germany attacked Poland – the Second World War began.

On 5 October 1939 the Latvian government under pressure from the USSR per-
mitted the building of Soviet military bases, intended to defend Latvia from possible 
aggression by Germany. 

On 16 June 1940 the government of the USSR handed the Latvian ambassador 
in Moscow a note, in which Latvia was accused of breaching the articles of the agree-
ment of 5 October 1939 and demands were made to send in additional Soviet troops 
and to change the government. The Latvian government obeyed and resigned. On 17 
June, Soviet troops entered Latvian territory. In his address by radio, the dictator of 
Latvia - Kārlis Ulmanis announced: “Soviet forces are marching into our land this very 
morning. This is happening with the knowledge and consent of the government, which 
in turn stems from the amicable relations that exist between Latvia and the Soviet 
Union. It is, therefore, my wish that the residents of our country also show friendship 
towards the advancing military units … The government has resigned. I shall remain 
in my place, you remain in yours”. 

No opposition was shown towards the Soviet forces; on the contrary, part of the 
population accepted the news of their arrival with enthusiasm, which was evidenced 
by the crowded pro-Soviet demonstrations. Observing them, the well known Rus-
sian lawyer and public figure of Latvia, Pyotr Yakobi, wrote: “Taken from the German 
model, the authoritarian beginning in our country has turned into a government of 
national bureaucracy, having satisfied a limited circle of citizens, who have adapted 
themselves to the state pie. Clearly, any hardship is not in vain. And so now the down-
trodden have raised their voice and demand a return of their rights that have been 
trampled on … “. Among those unhappy with the regime of Kārlis Ulmanis were 
not only the national minorities but also many Latvians who were anxious about the 
deteriorating economic situation and who had no desire to end up under the rule of 
Nazi Germany.  

Illustrations

A.
a1. The signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, 23 August 1939

a2. Riga, 17 June 1940

a3. On 28 June 1940 the “Russkaya Gazeta” (“Russian Newspaper”) was printed, 
replacing “Segodnya” (“Today”) which had been closed down

a4. On 17 June during a meeting the units of the Red Army, workman Ilya 
Tikhomirov was killed by a policeman’s shot

a5. Workers of Riga demand the nationalisation of industry, banks and trans-
port

a6. Workers of the tobacco factory celebrate a holiday in the house of former 
factory owner Maykapar

a7. Teachers and students of the Government Russian High School welcome the 
new leadership

Incorporation of Latvia into the USSR

B.
Arrests soon started. The ethnicity of victims was not essential for the new 
power

b1. Sergey Trofimov, former MP (IV Saeima), was arrested on 9 August 1940 and 
shot near Riga on 22 June 1941

b2. Yelpidifor Tikhonitsky, former MP (II Saeima), an irreplaceable head of the 
Russian Educational Society of Riga, first director of the Government Russian High 
School of Riga, was arrested on 14 October 1940 and sentenced to be shot. However, 
he died in a camp on 21 May 1942 before the sentence could be carried out

b3. Meletiy Kallistratov, the most popular Russian minority MP in Latvia. Was 
arrested on 9 October 1940, accused of serving in the White Army and, being a 
member of parliament of having “deceived the hard-working people of Latvia”. Was 
executed in the first days of the war in Daugavpils prison yard without being sen-
tenced by the court. 

b4. Pyotr Yakobi, lawyer and public figure, the editor of Law and Justice maga-
zine. Was arrested on 5 August 1940 and sentenced to 10 years in the camps, where 
he died on 26 August 1941

b5. Ivan Zavoloko, proponent of the Old Belief and public figure. Was arrested on 
9 October 1940 and sentenced to 8 years in the camps for “espionage activities”. He 
could return to Riga only in 1957.

C. 
On 14 June 1940 around 15,000 inhabitants of Latvia were deported to 
Siberia. Russian minority’s elite suffered tremendous losses 

Among those deported was the family of Nikiforovs - Stakhy Nikiforov, a former 
White Guard officer; his mother, Maria; his wife, Alexandra and his two daughters, 
Tamara and Irina. The head of the family was sent to a camp and shot. The women 
ended up in the Tomsk area. 13-year old Tamara and 11-year old Irina were soon to 
find themselves orphans; grandmother and mother had died. The girls were fortu-
nate enough to return to Riga in 1946. 

c1. Stakhy Nikiforov (1892 – 1942), was shot on 11 May 1942

c2. Alexandra Nikiforova with daughters, Tamara and Irina in Riga

c3. Maria Nikiforova was deported to Siberia at the age of 74, where she died 
on 11 November 1941

c4. A book on Tamara Nikiforova’s memoirs of her youth spent in Siberia was 
published in 2006

D.
d1. Galina and Vladimir Petrov 

towards the end of the 1930’s. He 
was a chess master, she a student 
at the University of Latvia. Vladimir 
Petrov perished in a camp in 1943. 
Galina during the last years of her 
life headed the “Memorial” society, 
which she had set up. Thanks to her 

efforts, a memorial to the Latvian Russians having suffered repression was erected 
in the grounds of the Holy Trinity – St. Sergius Convent in Riga.

d2. The text of the inscription on the memorial - The eternal memory for the Rus-
sians of Latvia, tortured and killed during the years of repression

d2.
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On the 22 June 1941 Nazi Germany attacked the USSR. In the first hours of the war the 
territory of Latvia had already been subjected to bombings. The Soviet army retreated. On 1 
July German troops occupied Riga. 

The inhabitants of Latvia reacted in different ways to news of the war. Part of the popula-
tion was evacuated to the Soviet interior. The Workers’ Guard, formed in Latvia in the summer 
of 1940, engaged in combat together with the Red Army. However, by the beginning of the 
war anti-Soviet feelings had strengthened in Latvia, spurred by the arrests and mass deporta-
tions of 14 June 1941. The more radically minded opponents to Soviet rule rushed to the aid of 
the Nazi occupiers. Not only did they shoot the retreating Red Army soldiers in the back, but 
already in the first days of the war set about meting out reprisals against the Jewish popula-
tion and Soviet activists. On 4 July 1941 in Riga collaborators participated in the burning of a 
synagogue with several hundred people inside. In September 1941 Latvian police battalions 
began to be set up on the principle of voluntary membership, which subsequently partici-
pated in Nazi punitive operations in Russia, Byelorussia, Ukraine and Poland. After the defeat 
at Stalingrad, Hitler signed an order to create a Latvian voluntary legion of the SS. Soon, how-
ever, the voluntary principle was replaced by that of forced mobilisation. 

The policies used by the German occupying forces evoked more and more the indigna-
tion of the population, including those who had from the start hoped to have independence 
restored to Latvia. The majority of Latvia’s residents felt themselves to be between two fires. 
They cannot accept Nazi “new order”, but the returning of Stalinist rule also does not bode 
well for them. So at the end of the war thousands of Latvians as well as Latvian Russians 
emigrated to the West. 

In the summer of 1944 the Soviet army started the expulsion of the Nazi occupiers from 
Latvia. Riga was liberated on 13 October 1944. In the western part of Latvia considerable 
grouping of German troops, including the 19th Latvian Division of the SS were surrounded in 
the so-called Courland Pocket. It was not until 9 May 1945 that the German troops in Courland 
capitulated.

A. In the first days of the war the historical centre of Riga was re-
duced to ruins
a1. View of the Town Hall Square
a2. One of the oldest sacral buildings of Riga is the Church of St. Peter. When a shell fell 
on 29 June 1940 its unique spire burst into flames and collapsed
a3. German soldiers on the streets of Riga
a4. Graves of Soviet soldiers in the Johann`s Cemetery
The number of fallen Soviet soldiers lying in the streets of Riga in the first days of Ger-

man occupation was considerable. Risking their lives, Russians from Riga, both Orthodox and 
of the Old Belief, gave the soldiers a proper Christian burial, in which the Senior Priests of the 
Church of Johann, Nikolay Shalfeyev and of the All Saints Church Alexey Toropogritsky actively 
participated. In 1941 both priests died after interrogation by the Gestapo. 

a5. Memorials to Nikolay Shalfeyev and Alexey Toroopgritsky, who had assisted in the 
burials of Soviet soldiers, killed during the first days of the war

Latvia as a part of Ostland – there was no question of a free Latvia

Part of the local population were expected to be Germanised or relo-
cated to occupied eastern territories  
a6. Map of Ostland

B. Salaspils Concentration Camp, one of the largest places of incarcer-
ation and mass killing of people in the Baltic. The camp was in operation 
from October 1941 to October 1944

b1. Salaspils Death Camp. Picture of former prisoner Kārlis Bušs
b2. Children being taken from their mothers. Picture of Kārlis Bušs
b3. These name tags were hung around the necks of children taken from their parents
b4. Former child prisoners of Salaspils: Nadezhda and Elvira Stambrovsky were taken to 

Salaspils from Byelorussia together with their mother and grandmother. The Nazis had burnt 
their village and all the residents had been dispatched to Latvia. Members of the Stambrovsky 
family had become separated but managed to survive. After independence was restored to 
Latvia, Elvira Ilyakhina (nee Stambrovskaya) (1932 – 2008) became head of the Society for 
Juvenile Prisoners of Nazi Concentration Camps

b5. Fragment of the memorial ensemble on the site of the former Salaspils Concentra-
tion Camp. Opened in 1967. Designed by architects G. Asaris, O. Ostenbergs, I. Strautmanis, O. 
Zakamenny and sculptors L. Bukovsky, O. Skarainis and J. Zariņš

C. Children saved by Russian families in Latvia
In 1943 Orthodox Metropolitan Sergey succeeded in obtaining from the German occupa-

tion authorities permission to transfer children dying in Salaspils concentration camp to the 
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Holy Trinity and St. Sergius Monastery, and subsequently to allocate them to families. This 
appeal met with responses from hundreds of people in Riga. 

c1. Riga resident Yevgenia Altement with her adopted daughter Maya
c2. At the age of three Leonid Ginko was placed in Salaspils, where his blood was taken 

for the needs of the German army. In March 1943, in a critical condition, he was transferred 
to the Holy Trinity and St. Sergius Monastery in Riga, from where he was taken and placed in 
the care of the Tsitovich family

c3. Taisia Khlamenok, a girl from Byelorussia and prisoner of Salaspils. She was adopted 
by the Chernov family. In 1944 the Chernovs left Latvia taking Tasya with them. In the USA 
Taisia became a teacher of French

D. 
Nazis forcefully removed to Latvia the population from the occupied 
front-line regions of Russia and Byelorussia
The forceful removal of the population by the occupying forces was carried out with the 

aim of securing their rear, suppressing the partisan movement, as well as for slave labour. In 
1943 – 1944 around 200,000 displaced persons passed through Latvia. A part of them were 
taken to Germany for forced labour, others remained in Latvia even after the end of the war. 
In 1991 after independence had been restored to Latvia they were deprived of their political 
rights and many of them were even deprived of their official status of “repressed person”. 

d1. Displaced persons from Russia in one of the villages of Latgalia
E. The tragedy of the village of Audriņi
The village of Audriņi in Eastern Latvia, populated chiefly by Russian Old Believers, was 

burnt in January 1942 by local collaborators, and 215 of its inhabitants were shot. The reason 
for this bloody act – one of the women from the village, Anisya Glushneva, had concealed her 
son, a Red Army soldier, and five of his comrades. When they were discovered by policemen 
they put up resistance, killing several of them. The chief of the German security police gave 
the order to “wipe the village of Audriņi off the face of the earth”. The Nazi policeman Boļeslavs 
Maikovskis was put in charge of this action. 30 residents of Audriņi were shot on the market 
square in Rēzekne, the others in the Ančupāni hills. The village of Barsuki in the Lūdza District 
suffered a similar fate. 

e1.Memorial to the executed villagers of Audriņi
e2. Site of the mass shootings in the Ančupāni hills

F. The Righteous among the Nations
The beginning of the German occupation was marked by a terrible tragedy for the Jewish 

population of Latvia. Mass executions of Jews in rural locations had already begun in the first 
days. In the cities ghettos were created. By the end of 1941 practically all Jews who had not 
managed to evacuate to the Soviet interior had been exterminated – around 70,000 people. 
Only a few managed to save themselves, thanks to people who, risking their lives had hidden 
them. The memorial to the victims of the Holocaust “Yad Vashem” in Jerusalem confers the 
title “The Righteous among the Nations” to those who save others. There are Latvian Russians 
amongst them

f1. For eight months Pyotr Afanasyev hid three girls escaping from the ghetto in the 
cellar of his house in Daugavpils. They were later hidden in the home of his parents, Anasta-
sia and Philip Afanasyev, where one Jewish family was already in hiding. The family of Pyotr 
Afanasyev’s brother, Fadey and Yevdokia Afanasyev, and also his sister, Minadora Afanasyeva-
Mikulova also played their part in saving the Jews. 

f2. Nikolay Lazarev with his wife, Agafya, hid their Jewish neighbours, the Dvorkin 
family, in Riga in 1941 
f3. Yevgenia Volodina with her daughters, Nina and Yelena, and a Jewish boy she had 
saved 
Photographs from the achieves of Documentation Centre “Jews in Latvia”

G. Participants of the anti-Nazi Underground
g1. Kamita and Konstantin Portnov were shot for helping Soviet prisoners of war. 

Konstantin Portnov was widely known in pre-war Riga as a teacher and member of the “Circle 
of Enthusiasts of Russian Antiquity”

g2. Milentina Rumyantseva with her son. Participated in the anti-Nazi underground. 
Was arrested for aiding Soviet prisoners of war on 3 April 1942. More than 150 people were 
arrested on this day

g3. The Russian family Busko from Riga. The head of the family, Vladimir Busko, was ar-
rested for actively participating in the trade union movement in 1940 and 1941

g4. Vasily Kononov, participant in the anti-Nazi partisan movement in Latvia. As a mine 
layer, he successfully derailed several enemy trains. In 1998 a Latvian Court accused him of 
executing Latvian civilians, collaborating with the Nazis. The court sentenced him to six years 
in prison. He was released, however, under the public pressure. In June 2008 Vasily Kononov 
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won a case at the European Court in Strasbourg, the International court has freed him from 
the charge of war crimes.  

g5. Pavel Frantzman, shot for attempting to contact partisans
g6. Pavel Frantzman before his execution. The picture was taken by one of the inmates 
of the Central Prison in Riga

H. Residents of Latvia – Anti-Hitler Coalition Fighters
On 2 August 1941 the USSR State Committee of Defence issued a decree on the creation 

of a Latvian Infantry Division. At the time the division was formed up to 90% of the fighters 
were residents of Latvia, 20% of them being of local Russian minority origin. The division 
participated in the fateful battle for Moscow. On 5 October 1942 the division was re-named 
the 43rd Latvian Guard Infantry Division. On 11 June 1944 the division became part of the 
130th Latvian Infantry Corps, which actively participated in the liberation of Latvia from the 
Nazi occupiers in 1944 and 1945

h1. The title Hero of the Soviet Union was posthumously conferred on Captain Mikhail 
Orlov, born in Latgale (East Latvia). In August 1944 his company was surrounded at the 
Mežare station on Latvian territory. Orlov died in heavy fighting but his company man-
aged to break through the ring

h2. Residents of Aglona meet servicemen who had liberated them, 1944. Photo by B. 
Grebnyov, LVKFFD archives 
h3. Soldiers of the 130th Latvian Infantry Corps enter Riga, 16 October 1944, LVKFFD 
archives

Around 100,000 civilians, including no fewer than 70,000 Jews, perished at 
the hands of the Nazi occupiers and local collaborators in Latvia

Around 25,000 Jews from Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic, around 
5,000 from Hungary and 3,000 from Lithuania were brought to and killed 
in Latvia

Over 300,000 Soviet prisoners of war were killed or died from starvation 
and deprivation in camps situated on the territory of occupied Latvia

150,000 Soviet soldiers perished in fighting for the liberation of Latvia 
from Nazism
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After the end of the Second World War Latvia once again became a republic of the USSR. 
Restoration of the economy destroyed by war began. At the same time the painful transition 
to a socialist economic system was also resumed. During war time and Stalin’s repressions, 
Latvia lost almost a third of its population. Therefore in the first post-war years there was a 
deficit in the labour force, including skilled workers. The integration of Latvia into the united 
economic space of the USSR, the development of new industry, mass-scale construction and 
transport demanded a migration of the labour force. The process of labour migration in the 
Soviet period led to a change in the ethnic composition of the population and in the share of 
Russians and Latvians among residents of Latvia. (See diagram K, legend – Latvians -1, 
green, Russians -2, blue)

If in 1935 a little more than 200,000 Russians lived in Latvia, by 1989 their number had 
increased to 905,500.

The majority of Russians who settled in Latvia after World War II were workers and 
engineers. Many technical specialists were sent by the authorities to work in Latvia after 
graduation from universities. The majority migrated of their own free will leaving depressed 
agricultural regions for the developing industrial centres of Latvia. Retired Soviet servicemen 
also settled in Latvia. 

Both Latvians and non-Latvians participated in developing the industrial potential of So-
viet Latvia. But due to the disproportional concentration of Russians in the spheres of industry, 
construction and transport it would not be a great exaggeration to say that the history of the 
Russian minority in Latvia in the Soviet period could be reduced to a story of rapid industrial 
development. 

According to data from 1987 the share of non-Latvians among workers in industry and 
construction was 61.9%, in transport – 66.2%, in public utilities and in consumer services 
- 54.7%, in public education – 46.6%. 

At the same time the non-Latvian population of Soviet Latvia (including Russians) was 
underrepresented in prestigious ruling positions: non-Latvians occupied only 20% of posts in 
the Communist Party Central Committee of Soviet Latvia, 17% - of minister and chairmen of 
state committees, 34.8% - among leaders of local branches of the Communist Party, 23% - of 
municipal high-level officials, 26.4% - among cultural workers and artists. 

By the beginning of the 1980’s the output of industry in Latvia had risen 47 times in 
comparison with pre-war period, and gross agricultural output had increased 1.5 times. 
Production of those enterprises such as VEF (communications engineering), “Radiotehnika” 
(electronic equipment), the Riga Carriage-building Works, the Riga Electro-machinery Con-
struction Works, the Riga Bus Plant, “Dzintars” (perfume products), “Laima” (chocolate prod-
ucts) and others was well known not only within the USSR but overseas as well. Large scale 
industrial concerns were also built in Daugavpils, Liepāja, Jelgava, Ogre and Valmiera. Rail, sea 
and air transport quickly developed. Large scale housing construction started at the end of the 
1950’s. Institutions of higher education in Soviet Latvia prepared specialists in different fields 
using Latvian and Russian as the languages of instruction. 

Illustrations:

A.
a1. The embankment of the Daugava river in Riga in 1944, LVKFFD archives
a2. As it had become at the beginning of the 1950’s

Bridge Construction in Riga
The Railway Bridge was destroyed during the Second World War. It had been completely 
rebuilt by 1951.
The Akmeņu (Stone) Bridge (initially – October Bridge) was built in 1957. Designers of 
the project: G. Popov and K. Yakovlev (Moscow)
The Salu (Island) Bridge (Initially - Moscow Bridge) was designed by engineers from Len-
ingrad and opened in December 1976. Length of the bridge - 3.5 km.
The Vanšu (Anchor roost) Bridge (Former – Gorgovsky Bridge) was opened in 1981. De-
signed by Ukrainian bridge builders. The metallic constructions of the span were manu-
factured in Voronezh (Russia). 
a3. The Railway Bridge across the Daugava
a4. The Anchor roost Bridge
a5. The construction of the Television tower in Riga was completed in 1986. The tower 

is 368.5 metres high and is considered to be the highest construction in the Baltics, the third 
highest in Europe and the eleventh highest in the world (in 2006)

B. Latvian Shipping Company
In 1986 ships of Soviet Latvia sailed to 169 ports in 47 countries around the 
world
b1. Transport links of the Latvian Shipping Company 
b2. Ships of Soviet Latvia

Russians in the Economy of Soviet Latvia
C. The Latvian Department of civil aviation was considered to be one 
of the best in the USSR
c1. The first cosmonaut in the world Yuri Gagarin meets Latvian pilots
In 1974 a new airport “Riga” was built (architect L. Ivanov), connecting the capi-

tal of Latvia with all Soviet republics, the largest industrial centres and resorts of the 
USSR. But there were no international flights from “Riga” airport, although techni-
cally it was possible 

c2. There were 79 air-routes from Riga to other cities of the USSR
c3. Vladimir Bizyukov – was head of the Latvian administration of civil aviation in the 

1980’s. He was an Honoured Pilot of the USSR. In 1983 Vladimir Bizyukov promoted a special 
flight to save a Lithuanian girl Rasa, who urgently needed to be flown to Moscow for a foot 
replant operation

D. Riga Carriage-building Works
d1. Viktor Buzayev (1926 – 1994)
Born in the Orenburg region, studied at the Bryansk Institute of Transport En-

gineering. From 1948 to 1963 worked as an engineer at the Riga Carriage-building 
Works. From 1963 to 1970 was the director of the “Sarkana Zvaigzne” Works and the 
director of the Riga Carriage-building Works from 1970 to 1980. Worked as a techni-
cal engineer during the final years of his life. The last entry in the works log, dated 16 
December 1994, read “Leave granted on account of death”.

d2, d3. Electric trains manufactured in Riga
In 1978 the factory produced 685 railway and 241 tram carriages. The factory started 
regular supplies of electric trains to Bulgaria in 1970, and since 1980 also to Yugoslavia 
d4. A tram produced in Riga
d5. Staff of the Riga Carriage-building Works at the 1 May celebrations

E. The Riga Electro-machinery Construction Works
The factory started functioning in 1946 on the site of the former “Conductor” 

workshops. The Riga Electro-machinery Construction Works specialised in the pro-
duction of electrical equipment for trains. In 1950 the factory was the first in the 
Soviet Union to take up the manufacture of household washing machines. 

A great contribution to the formation and development of the concern was made by its 
managers: M. Fesenko (1957 – 1972) and O. Anfimov (1981 – 1983)

F. “VEF” was the largest enterprise in Latvia
Radio transmitters, telephone sets and automatic telephone stations produced by this 
concern were in use not only in the USSR but also abroad
From 1973 to 1987 it was managed by Oleg Lenev
f1. Organised Exercise in one of the workshops
f2. Radio transmitters, manufactured at VEF in different years
f3. “1000 transmitters above plan for the XXV Congress of the Communist Party.” Slogans 
such as this were widespread at Soviet enterprises

G. Mass scale construction of apartment blocks sprang up in the early 
1960’s.
New residential estates sprang up over 30 years: Āgenskalna Priedes, Jugla, 

Ķengarags, Purvciems, Pļavnieki, Mežciems, Imanta, Zolitūde, and Ziepniekkalns. 
Russian architects, engineers and builders played an active part in their planning 
and construction. In fact, throughout these years a “second Riga” grew up. Soviet 
new-builds were and are criticized for their “lack of character and low quality”. Nev-
ertheless they still fulfil their purpose of mass, affordable housing and remain in 
demand today.

g1. The Purvciems Residential Estate

H. Construction of Centres of culture, medicine and sport
h1. The “Gaiļezers” Hospital Complex
Planning such facilities as the Riga Congress Centre (1982), the “Gaiļezers” Hospital Com-

plex (1970 – 1980), the “Rīdzene” Hotel (1984) and the radio and TV complex at Zaķusala 
(1975 – 1987) was made possible by the participation of Valery Kadyrkov (1939 -1989), Direc-
tor of “Latgiprogorstroy” (Urban Construction Institute) since 1981

h2. Riga Congress Centre
h3. The “Ridzene” Hotel
Vladimir Shnitnikov was the chief architect working on projects by the “Latgiprogorstroy” 

Institute in the period of 1946 – 1980. He took part in planning of the open-air Grand Stage 
in the Mežapark, the “Daugava” and “Dinamo” stadiums and the Riga Civil Aviation College 
complex

h4. The Grand Stage in the Mezhapark was built especially for song festivals
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I. Construction of the hydro-electric power station
The Ķegums HE power station destroyed during the Second World War was rebuilt in a 
very short space of time
The Pļaviņas HE power station was put into operation in 1966, and the Riga HE power 
station in 1974
i1. The Riga Hydro-Electric power station

J. Education at all levels in Soviet times was available in both Latvian 
and Russian languages
j1. Russian schoolchildren, 1950’s

j2. Students of the Riga Institute of Medicine (University), 1950
Alongside the University of Latvia, the Academy of Agriculture, the Conserva-

toire and the Academy of Arts new institutions of higher education are being set 
up. In 1946 the Latvian State Institute of Physical Education was opened. In 1950 
the Riga Institute of Medicine was established. In 1952 Daugavpils Teacher Train-
ing College began its work, in 1954 – the Liepāja Teacher Training College. In 1958 
the Riga Polytechnic was founded. In 1960 the Institute (University) of Civil Aviation 
Engineers was opened in Riga
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The end of the 1980’s is known as a period of rapid democratic reform in the 
USSR (Perestroika). This period was marked by a rise in civic engagement. After many 
years people were able to organise NGOs freely. In 1988 the “Baltic-Slavonic Society” 
was founded by a group representing the Russian-speaking intelligentsia of Latvia. 
The aim of the association was “participating in the process of Perestroika by cre-
ating conditions for developing Byelorussian, Polish, Russian, Ukrainian and other 
Slavonic cultures in Latvia, and for enabling them to function alongside the cultures 
of the Latvian, Lithuanian, Estonian and other peoples”. In 1989 the next association 
“Latvia’s Society for Russian Culture” was founded.

After the independence of Latvia was restored in 1991, the residents of the 
country turned their attention to restoring historical traditions and to the develop-
ment of national identity in new conditions, as well as to protecting their interests 
and rights. Dozens of new non-government organisations started to appear. There 
are more than 50 NGOs currently registered in Latvia with the word “Russian” ap-
pearing in the title. In actual fact there are far more Russian minority non-govern-
ment organisations. Most of them have set themselves the task of preserving and 
developing Russian culture in Latvia as their principal duty. They vary in output but 
altogether play a noticeable part in the life of the Russian community of Latvia. The 
NGOs assist Latvian Russians in many areas of their activities as well as in becoming 
full-right citizens of the country. 

Illustrations:

A. The Russian Community of Latvia (RCL)

The Russian Community of Latvia – the association emerged in 1991. One of 
the founders of the Community was Edgard Smekhov. Today the RCL consists of 15 
branches and functional subdivisions in various cities in Latvia

a1. RCL activist Zhanna Klinshina invites residents of Riga to Russian Yuletide
a2. Cosmonaut Anatoly Solovyov (born in Riga) and the President of the Russian Com-
munity of Latvia Vyacheslav Altukhov

B. The Russian Society of Latvia (RSL)
Established in 1996 with the aim of preserving and developing Russian culture 
in Latvia on the basis of Christian values. It is headed by Tatyana Favorskaya.
b1. Members of the RSL celebrating the Victory Day (the victory of Allies in the Second 
World War).  Eduard Goncharov and the President of the RSL, Tatyana Favorskaya

C. The Daugavpils Branch of the Russian Community of Latvia
c1. Members of the Community at the opening ceremony of the artist Nicholas 
Roerich exhibition

D. Rodnik Russian Society, Jēkabpils
Established in 2000, the main function of this NGO is to preserve the cultural 
heritage and national traditions of the Russians of Latvia 
d1. A festival of Russian culture is held In Jēkabpils. In the centre, President of the Rodnik 
Society, Natalya Chekhova

E. Veche Society of Russian Culture, Jelgava
Holds over 20 cultural events every year, addressing all the generations of the 
town’s Russian community. President of the Society, MP Valery Bukhvalov
e1. Members of the Veche Society by the memorial to Soviet soldiers, who perished in 
the liberation of Jelgava in 1944

F. Sororitas Tatiana Russian Student Corp for Women
The corporation was functioning during the first period of Latvia’s independ-
ence from 1932 to 1940. It renewed its activities in 1992 
f1. The corporation commemorates its 75th anniversary
f2. The corps’s members celebrating the 200th birthday of Alexander Dumas
f3. Russian students celebrating Shrove-tide

G. The Liepāja Russian Community
Founded in 2004. One of the most active working Russian organisations today
g1. At the opening of the Russian House in Liepāja. Far left: Chair of the Board of 
the Liepāja Russian Community, Valery Kravtsov

H. The Baltic-Slavonic Society for Cultural Development and Co-opera-
tion (BSS)

Russian minority NGOs of Present-day Latvia

The society was founded in 1988. The first chairman of the BSS was Viktor Popov. 
The BSS organises exhibitions, lectures, concerts and trips to historical sites. Yelena 
Yaroshevskaya is the current head of the society 

h1. Victor Popov (1932 – 2008), doctor of medicine. Initiated the creation of the Baltic-
Slavonic Society, which he chaired from 1989 to 1996. Published the Church and the 
World newspaper
h2. The BSS organises annual meetings of former students attending Russian high 
schools of the pre-war Latvia (before 1940)

I. The Centre of Russian Culture (House of Kallistratov) 

Operates in Daugavpils since 1995, in the house that used to belong to Melety 
Kallistratov, the famous Russian politician in independent Latvia in the 1920’s and 
1930’s. The principal aim of the Centre is the study of the history and culture of the 
Russian community in Daugavpils and Latgalia. Over 13 years the Centre of Russian 
Culture has held over 110 concerts, exhibitions and city-wide festivals

i1. Permanent Director of the Centre of Russian Culture, Geroida Bogdanova
i2. Memorial room of Melety Kallistratov

J. Union of Citizens and Non-citizens
This NGO sets itself the mission of developing civil society in Latvia. 
j1. Chairman Vladimir Sokolov

K. Old Believers Society of Latvia
k1. The board of the Old Believers Society of Latvia. Far left: Chairman of the Board Il-
larion Ivanov. The society was founded in 1908. Closed down in 1940. Restored in 1994

L. Latvian Association for the Support of Schools Teaching in Russian 
(LASSTR) 
Founded in 1996 for the purpose of supporting and developing education in 

Russian language. LASSTR is the initiator of the annual festivities named in honour 
of the St.Tatyana, the patron saint of Russian students. Since 2000 Tatyana’s Day -  25 
January – has become a festival of Russian culture and education in Latvia

l1. Yelena Matyakubova was one of the founders of LASSTR
l2. Concert celebrating Tatiana’s Day

M. Association Seminarium hortus humanitatis
The organisation has been functioning since 1999. Since then over 20 seminars 
have been held in which prominent scientists from Latvia, Russia and other 
countries have participated.  
m1. Researcher Sergey Kara-Murza (Russian Federation) gives a talk to participants of 
the seminar

N. Nellia Cultural and Educational Centre
Founded in 1992. Nellia accommodates an art gallery, a music school of Russian 
folk instruments, a youth theatre studio, the Valentin Pikul Library and supports 
different cultural and educational initiatives
n1. Vladimir Rybakov, head of the Nellia Centre, historian Ninel Podgornaya and 
the great princess Grand Duchess Leonida Georgievna of Russia during her visit 
to Riga in May 2000

O. Sergey Zhuravlev. Chairman of the Uley (“Beehive”) Russian Cultural Centre 
and Professor Boris Infantyev, Co-president of the Riga Society of Slavonic His-
tory

P. The Pushkin Society in Latvia
Founded in 1999 for the 200th anniversary of the birth of Alexander Pushkin. 
Chairman of the society Leonid Lents

R. Society of Russian Culture in Latvia 
The association was founded in 1989
“… We are not a society of [ethnic] Russians in Latvia, but a society of everyone 
who is involved with Russian culture, who feels a need for it, who aspires to dive 
in it’’

Yury Abyzov
r1. Yury Abyzov (1921 – 2006), founder and permanent President of the Society of Rus-
sian Culture of Latvia
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The most popular Russian newspaper in independent Latvia 1918 – 1940 was 
Segodnya (“Today”). It was well known far beyond the borders of Latvia and func-
tioned as a pan-European Russian newspaper. 

In Soviet times the fate of Segodnya was to a certain extent reflected in that of 
the Sovetskaya Molodyozh (“Soviet Youth”) newspaper. It first came out in 1945. The 
Riga based Soviet Youth was successful in competition with numerous national (that 
time the USSR) level and regional press. The duty to publish formal communist edi-
torials did not prevent development of a creative lively style in many articles. Soviet 
Youth became a real leader amongst liberal marked-oriented press. This newspaper 
was sold throughout the USSR. In 1989 its circulation was approximately 1 million 
and it would have been higher if subscription had not been artificially limited by the 
authorities. 

The Baltic republics of the USSR were distinguished by a higher level of freedom 
of speech in comparison with other parts of the Soviet Union. Soviet Youth was the 
only Soviet newspaper to print interviews with Boris Yeltsin when he was an opposi-
tion politician. The paper provided efficient reporting of the bloody events in Baku 
and Tbilisi in the late 80s. In fact, all of the present day Russian press of Latvia follows 
the traditions laid down by the editorial staff of Soviet Youth. 

In 1991, after independence was restored to Latvia, the traditions of Soviet 
Youth were continued by new Russian newspapers such as Vesti Sevodnya (“Today’s 
News”), Chas (“The Hour”), Biznes&Baltia (“Business & The Baltics”), Telegraph and 
others. Freedom of speech in present-day Latvia is not restricted, contemporary Rus-
sian newspapers publish sharp, critical material on state policies and report on the 
economic, social and cultural life of Latvia in general and of the Russian community 
in particular. 

The Russian Press of Latvia

Russian press of Latvia today is represented by 4 daily national 
newspapers, 11 weeklies, a dozen regional papers and over 30 
magazines on the most diverse topics. There are women’s and men’s 
magazines, society columns’ fans, anglers, motoring fans, economists 
and accountants. 

a1. The editorial staff of Soviet Youth discussing the edition dedicated to the 
110th birthday of V. Lenin. April 1980. Far right: Aleksandr Blinov, second left: 
Vladimir Steshenko

a2. The magazine Kino (Cinema) was printed in Latvia and read throughout the 
USSR

a3. The Rodnik (Spring) magazine published revolutionary avant-garde fiction 
of the 1980’s

a4. The Daugava magazine is a literary and art magazine in Russian. Came out 
in 1977. It is one of the oldest magazines survived all the historical changes and 
still published today

a5. Latvian journalist Dainis Ivans and Russian journalist Vladimir Steshenko 
together at the meeting took the floor in favour of democratic reforms. Late 
1980’s

a6. The editorial staff of the Vesti Sevodnya newspaper. In the centre is the edi-
tor-in-chief Aleksandr Blinov

a7. The editorial staff of the Chas newspaper. In the centre is the editor-in-chief 
Ksenia Zagorovskaya

a8. Editor-in-chief of the Biznes&Baltia newspaper, Yury Alekseyev

a9. Editor-in-chief of the weekly Sem Sekretov (“Seven Secrets”), Aleksandr 
Cherevchenko

a10. Russian language news-papers of Latvian regions 

а7

а6
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After Latvia became part of the USSR the Latvian Orthodox Church was returned to the 
jurisdiction of the Patriarchy of Moscow. Church life entered an uneasy period of fighting for 
survival in an atheist state. Churches were closed and destroyed. Many clergymen suffered 
repressions. Part of the congregation abandoned the church, fearing persecution. But even 
in these difficult circumstances the Orthodox Church continued to bring the light of faith to 
the people. 

When independence was restored to Latvia, radical changes began in the life of the 
Church. 

On 27 October 1990, following the death of Metropolitan Leonid, Alexander (Kudr-
yashov) became Bishop of Riga and all Latvia. In 1994 he was ordained Archbishop, in 
2002 - Metropolitan of Riga and all Latvia. 

At the end of 1992 His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia and the Holy 
Synod took the decision to grant independence and self-government to the Latvian Orthodox 
Church provided that canonical relations with the Patriarchy of Moscow were maintained. 

In 1994 restoration work began on the Riga Theological College. 
Massive works were underway to restore the chapels which had been taken away from 

the Church. Chapels were built in Salaspils, Ogre and Grāveri. The foundations of a chapel were 
laid in Pļaviņas, and one was built in Iecava. The Monastery of the Holy-Spirit was re-erected 
in Jēkabpils. 

There are currently some 350,000 Orthodox believers in Latvia. Orthodoxy 
is the third largest religious denomination of the country after Catholicism and 
Lutheranism. 

Illustrations

A. 1945 – 1990
a1 From 1961 to 1962 the eparchy (diocese) of Riga came under the authority 

of Alexiy, Bishop of Tallinn and Estonia who later became the Patriarch of Moscow 
and all Russia Alexiy II (Alkeksei Rűdiger) (1929-2008)

a2 Choir of the The Church in the Name of the Icon of “Intercession of Blessed 
Virgin Mary”, 1945. The War had only just ended

PERSECUTION
a3 Archpriest Georgy Taylov. Was the subject of repression from 1944 to 1955
a4 Vladimir Shervinsky, Architect of the Synod. Was the subject of repression 
from 1952 to 1955 
a5 Whitened by blood. Martyrs and confessors of North-West Russia and the 
Baltic States (1940 – 1955). Moscow, 1999 

a6. CATHEDRAL WITHOUT CROSSES
The early 1960’s were marked by a renewed persecution of the Church. In 1961 

the Riga authorities decided to close the Cathedral of the Birth of Christ. Attempts by 
parishioners to prevent the closure were not crowned with success. Cathedral staff 
managed to save the iconostasis, the Calvary, transporting them to the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity, which now became the Cathedral. However, part of the cathedral’s 
treasures disappeared without trace. On the orders of the authorities, the crosses 
above the church were sawed down. The cathedral’s building housed a planetarium 
and cinema hall for almost 30 years. 

The church was restored in 1990. Restoration began by installing crosses. This 
was made possible by the financial assistance of a native of Riga, now a citizen of 
Germany, Vladimir Feldman, baptized in the Cathedral of the Birth of Christ. Crosses 
were raised above the cathedral again on 22 April 1990

Difficult and costly work was begun on the restoration of the cathedral. Church 
services started to be held from 6 January 1992. At the same time restoration works 
were underway

AFTER 1990
B. THE CATHEDRAL OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IS RESTORED TO ITS ORIGI-
NAL BEAUTY

C. His Eminence Alexander, Metropolitan of Riga and all Latvia

D. Johann Pommer was canonized in 2001  

d1. Icon of the Holy Martyr Johann Pommer

Russian Orthodoxy in Latvia from the 
Post-war Period to the Present Day

In 2001 an exceptional event occurred in the history of the Latvian Orthodox 
Church – it was decided by the Holy Synod of the Latvian Orthodox Church (LOC) and 
the Assembly of the LOC to canonize the holy martyr Archbishop Johann Pommer

On the blessing of the Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia, Alexiy II, the mar-
tyr’s immortal relics were unearthed and transported to the Cathedral of the Birth of 
Christ, in which he lived and served from 1921 to 1934

d2. Transporting the relics of the Holy Martyr Johann on 4 October 2003. 10,000 
people participated in the procession

d3. President of Latvia, Valdis Zatlers, Alexander, Metropolitan of Riga and all 
Latvia and Alexander, Bishop of Daugavpils in the Cathedral of the Birth of Christ 
on the memorial day of the death of the holy martyr Johann Pommer of Riga, 12 
October 2007

E. THE TIKHVIN MIRACULOUS ICON OF THE HOLY VIRGIN IN RIGA

In June 2004 an unforgettable event took place in the lives of all Orthodox 
people in Latvia – the Miraculous Tikhvin Icon of the Holy Virgin arrived in Riga for 
several days en route from the USA to the town of Tikhvin in Russia.

According to legend, this icon was painted by the evangelist Luka. Originating 
in Constantinople, the icon then miraculously found herself in Russia, on the banks 
of the River Tikhvinka, where later a monastery was built and the town of Tikhvin 
emerged. When the monastery was closed in the 1920’s the icon became one of the 
exhibits at the local museum. During the last war the Germans took the icon from 
Tikhvin to Pskov, where they donated it to the Pskov Theological Mission. From Pskov 
the icon was brought to Riga, from whence it was taken abroad by Bishop Johann 
(Garklavs). On his death it was his last will that the icon be returned to Tikhvin should 
the local monastery be fully restored. That hour is now at hand.  

e1. The Miraculous Tikhvin Icon of the Holy Virgin
e2. Farewell to the Icon

F. 2006 WAS NOTED FOR THE ARRIVAL IN RIGA OF 
THE PATRIARCH OF ALL RUSSIA ALEXIY II
f1 Meeting the Patriarch at the airport 
f2 The Patriarch and Russian Children in Latvia

G. RESTORED CHURCHES

g1. The Cathedral of Saints Simeon and Anna in Jelgava
This church was first mentioned in the first quarter of the 18th Century. The 

church has been restored several times. In 1888 plans for re-structuring the church 
were confirmed. The new church was consecrated on the 14th November 1892. The 
best period in the history of the church was at the beginning of the 20th Century. 
In the 1920’s and 1930’s church services were spasmodic. The church was damaged 
during the Second World War. When the War ended it was closed and, as was com-
mon in those days, turned into a warehouse. By the end of the 1980’s the church 
building looked so unsightly, that the city authorities were considering demolishing 
it. Fortunately, times changed and along with them attitudes to the church. On 15 
January 2000 the iconostasis of the main side-chapel was installed in the cathedral

g2. The Church of Saint Alexander Nevsky in Stameriene
Stāmeriene is a small town not far from Gulbene. The Orthodox Parish was es-

tablished here in 1850. In 1904 a new stone church was built to replace the old di-
lapidated one. It was consecrated by Archbishop Agafangel. In the 1960’s the church 
was closed and turned into a storehouse for agricultural machinery. In the 1990’s, 
thanks to the efforts of local church-goers, restoration works began. The first church 
service was held on 3 December 1995

g3. The Chapel of Alexander Nevsky in Daugavpils

In 1864 the Cathedral of Alexander Nevsky was built in the centre of Dinaburg 
(Daugavpils). The cathedral was demolished during Soviet times (in 1969). In its 
place a chapel was erected at the end of the 1990’s, essentially a smaller copy of 
the cathedral. 
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Soviet laws and also restructurings in the economy and society led to a gradual 
diminishing of the number of practising Old Believers and the closure of prayer-
houses, especially in rural locations. Thorough collectivisation, which had destroyed 
the earlier way of life, and migration from rural areas led to the ruin of traditional Old 
Believer communities. The number of communities was reduced by a third during 
the years of Soviet rule, their activities being limited to religious matters. 

In the late 1980’s the democratisation of the Soviet society enabled the restric-
tions of the Church’s activities to be lifted. In February 1989 a convention of Latvian 
Old Believers was held, at which the Central Council of the Pomorian Old Orthodox 
Church of Latvia was created. In October 1989 the Old Believer Theological College 
was opened – for the first time in the Soviet Union. 

After the independence of Latvia had been restored the Latvian parliament 
adopted a law allowing religious organisations the return of their rights to own 
church buildings, land and other property, belonging to them before 21 June 1940. 
The restoration of property rights let the communities develop economic and char-
ity activities according to Old Belief traditions. Repairs and restoration works were 
begun in prayer-houses. New prayer-houses were built. 

In 1994, on the initiative of Old Believer businessmen and scientists the Old 
Believers Society of Latvia was re-established (initially founded in 1908). Later the 
I. N. Zavoloko Old Believer Society, the Belovodye (“White Water”) Old Believer So-
ciety and others started their activities. In 2007 the Daugavpils Cultural Society was 
registered.

In 1994 the first conference on the history, and traditions of the Old Belief was 
held in Riga. Around 20 similar religious and scientific conferences have been held 
in recent years in Latvia. 

Illustrations

A. 1945 – 1990
a1. Procession in the Riga Grebenshchikov Prayer-house, 1960

a2. Ivan Vakonya (1883 – 1965) – teacher of the faith, enlightener and public 
figure of the Old Orthodox Pomorian Church of Latvia

a3. Ignaty Dorofeyev (1878 – 1951) – ecclesiastical person of Riga Grebensh-
chikov Old Believers Community (1942 – 1951)

a4. Students at the Riga Theological College at choral singing lessons, 1990

B. After 1990
b1. Procession in the Riga Grebenshchikov Old Believers Community, 28 August 

2005 at the Feast of the Assumption of the Most Holy Virgin, on the day of the 245th 
anniversary of the Grebenshchikov prayer-house

b2. Clergy of the Riga Grebenshchikov Old Believers Community, 2005

b3. The Resurrection Youth Choir of the Daugavpils First Novostroyenskoye Old 
Believer Community

The higher institutions of the Old Orthodox Pomorian Church of Latvia are the 
Congress and Assembly, at which the Central Council is elected (currently its 
Chairman is Aleksiy Zhilko) and the Theological Commission (Chairman Nikanor 
Zubkov)

b4. Aleksiy Zhilko – theology teacher, chairman of the Central Council of the Old 
Orthodox Pomorian Church of Latvia

b5. Group of participants in the Grīva Congress of the Old Orthodox Pomorian 
Church of Latvia, Daugavpils, 19th November 2007

b6. Nikanor Zubkov - theology teacher, chairman of the Spiritual Commission of 
the Old Orthodox Pomorian Church of Latvia

b7. Road leading to the Prayer-house of the Riga Grebenshchikov Community

There are currently some 80,000 Old Believers living in Latvia, and 70 Old Belief 
religious organisations have been registered. The majority of these communities are 
found in Latgale, 2 in Rīga, one in each of Liepāja, Jelgava, Kalnciems and the Talsi 
region. In 2007 the Old Believers Community in Ventspils was registered

The Grebenshchikov Theological College

b8. The audience and teachers at the Grebenshchikov Theological College, 
2007/2008 academic year. In the centre is Aleksiy Zhilko, sitting first from the 
left is Nikolay Ivanov, Doctor of  Engineering, Chairman of the college’s Board 
of Guardians

b9. The Ivan Zavoloko section in the museum of the Riga Grebenshchikov Old 
Believers Community

b10. Icon of Prelate Nikola over the entrance to the Church of the Daugavpils 
First Old Believer Society. Icon painter N. V. Portnov

b11. MPs of the Saeima among participants of celebration dedicated to the 
100th anniversary of the Preiļi Old Believers Community, 2006

b12. Avraamy Mikhailov (1934 – 2007) – businessman, distinguished Old Be-
lievers Society representative, honorary citizen of Daugavpils, holder of the Latvian 
Order of the Three Stars, honorary member of Old Believers Community of Latvia

b13. The participants of the international conference on the Old Belief in front 
of the memorial stone in the village of Babri in the Preiļi region, homeland of the 
famous Latvian composer Jānis Ivanov, who was born into family of Old Believers, 
9 October 2004 

b14. Publications on the history of the Latvian Old Believers

The magazine Pomorsky Vestnik was first issued in 1999

b15. Prayer-house of the Krāslava Old Believers Community, built after a fire 
in 2007

b16. Prayer-house of the Preiļi Old Believers Community, consecrated in 1996 

b17. Prayer-house of the Dagda Old Believers Community, consecrated in 1994

b18. Iconostasis in the Prayer-house of the Riga Grebenshchikov Community

b19. Marriage in Prayer-house of the Riga Grebenshchikov Community, 2006

The Old Belief in Latvia – in the 
Soviet Era and Today

b19
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True culture in all its variety is a unifying, creative factor even when the progress 
of social development is discordant. Such was the case in ideology-driven Soviet 
society. The progress of the present-day Latvian state in some spheres may be com-
plicated too.  Russian cultural figures in Latvia have always had to work in difficult 
conditions, overcoming natural and artificial restrictions. But by their work and tal-
ent have succeeded not only in becoming part of the country’s cultural elite, but also 
in promoting Latvia abroad. 

Illustrations:

A. Russian Soloists of the National Opera
a1. Alexander Dashkov (1914 – 2004) as Mephistopheles in the opera by Charles 
Gounod “Faust”, 1948

a2. Anatoly Savchenko (1933 – 1998) bass, soloist from 1959

a3. Guriy Antipov (1935 -1999) as Boris Godunov in the opera of the same name 
by P. Musorgskiy

a4. Vladimir Okun – in the opera by George Gershwin “Porgy and Bess”. 1970’s 

Unknown photographer. LVKFFD achieves

a5. Oleg Orlov – in opera since 1997

a6. Roman Polisadov - (bass) soloist of the National Opera

a7. Nikolai Gorshenin (1947 – 2003) in the role of the pharaoh in the opera 
“Aida” by G. Verdi

a8. Samson Izyumov – soloist of the Latvian Opera

a9. Opera Soloist Alexander Polyakov and German Braun preparing for a concert, 
1979. LVKFFD achieves

a10. Andrey Rumyantsev – Soloist of the Latvian Ballet from 1971 to 1992

B. Composers, Musicians and Musicologists

b1. Jānis Ivanovs (Ivan Ivanov) (1906 – 1983) – born into a family of Old Believ-
ers. Graduated from the Latvian Conservatory in composition, fortepiano and con-
ducting. Began teaching at the Conservatory in 1944. Considered to be one of the 
best composers of Latvia thanks to his symphonic works 

b2. Yevgenia Lisitsyna – one of the most famous organists in Latvia

b3. Georgy Peletsis – one of the most authoritative contemporary composers 
in Latvia

b4. Composers and performers of many literature plays and concert pro-
grammes: Leonid Lents, Svetlana Vidyakina, Marina Fadina, pianist, pedagogue and 
orchestra leader Igor Bocharnikov

b5. Yuriy Kasper – pianist, orchestra leader and pedagogue

b6. Margarita Tuns – musicologist, lecturer. Has for many years organised series 
of concert lectures, particularly on Russian classical music. Chair of the Classical Mu-
sic Society from 1999

C. The Young Spectator’s Theatre of Riga 

Established in 1940, both Latvian and Russian companies have worked in the 
theatre since 1946. Its shows have been popular with both young and more mature 
spectators alike. In 1992 the Minister of Culture Raimonds Pauls decided to close the 
theatre in spite of public opposition 

c1. The Russian company of the young Spectator’s Theatre at the end of the 
1970’s. In the centre is the writer Boris Vasilyev, whose play “There was a war tomor-
row” forms the basis for the play which has become one of the best in the theatre’s 
repertoire

c2. Adolf Shapiro – the principal director of the theatre from 1962 to 1992

D. At the cinema, on television and on radio

d1. Natalya Shaporina (1915 – 2003) – from 1962 costume designer at the Riga 
Cinema Studio. Photo shows N. Shaporina (far left) in conversation with Italian cin-
ema director Giuseppe de Santis

d2. Sketch of a costume used in the film “Servants of the Devil”

d3. Natalya and Anna Abola in 1990 presented one of the most popular 
programmes on Latvian television “Shock Show”

d4. Oleg Rudnev (1936 – 2004) – script writer of one of the most popular 
films from the Riga Cinema Studio “The Long Road in the Dunes”, shot by director 
Alois Brench in 1980-81. This film, televised at the time of the stagnation, sparked 
public interest by attempting for the first time to deal with the fate of people at a 
critical moments in the history of Latvia in the 20th century, to talk about the Soviet 
repressions 

d5. Thanks to the TV movie “The Long Road in the Dunes” the names of the 
Latvian actress Lilita Ozolina and the Lithuanian actor Yuozas Kiselyus are well 
known even today throughout the post-Soviet world

E. “Dome Square”

e1.  Russian journalists from the Latvian radio programme “Dome square”, on air 
since 1990. Founder and first editor-in-chief of the programme, Sergey Kruk.

e2. The present editor-in-chief, Ilona Madesova

e3. Leonid Lents gained recognition as the presenter of the programme “Strolls 
in Literature” in the Latvian radio programme “Dome square”, which he has been 
presenting since 1995. 

F. 
Maria Naumova (Mary N) – Winner of the “Eurovision-2002” Song Contest

G. 

Vladimir Reshetov – a celebrated producer from Riga, together with Maya Pli-
setskaya and Rodion Shchedrin. Riga, 2005. Thanks in many ways to Vladimir 
Reshetov, the Latvian public have been able to see celebrated world-class cul-
tural artists

H. Russian Writers of Latvia

h1. Valentin Pikul (1928 – 1990) – author of numerous historical novels. 

Has written 28 volumes over 40 years. The total circulation of his published 
works is approximately half a billion. Pikul’s books have been translated into 
many languages. 

h2. Nikolay Zadornov (1909 – 1992) – author of popular historical novels, 
mainly dedicated to the Far East region of Russia. Lived and worked in Riga from 
1946.

h3. Vladimir Mikhailov – science fiction writer, the author of numerous nov-
els. He worked for “Dadzis” magazine, was the editor of chief of the newspaper 
“Literatūra un māksla”, then – of “Daugava” magazine. 

h4. Roald Dobrovensky became well-known thank to his book “Rainis and his 
brothers. Seven lives of one poet”

Russians in the Culture of Modern Latvia
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The Russian Theatre in Riga was founded on 2 October 1883. To start with it 
did not have its own building. At the beginning of the 20th Century the Riga city 
authorities decided to build a new theatre building. Thus, following the 1st City (Ger-
man) theatre the 2nd City Theatre – Russian appeared in Riga.

The first director of the theatre was Konstantin Nezlobin. Under his manage-
ment the Russian Theatre became an important part of the cultural life of Riga. It 
was the start of the golden age of Russian theatre in Riga. The Theatre and Music 
magazine wrote in 1923 about the beginning of XX century: “Latvians, Poles, Jews, 
even Germans … have begun to visit the Russian Theatre more and more frequently 
and with growing interest…” However, in 1915 Riga had become a city on the front 
line and theatre life died out. 

It was not until 1922 that the Russian Theatre resumed its work. Many great ac-
tors and writers who had emigrated flocked to the theatre. The theatre’s stage held 
performances by A. N. Tolstoy, A. Averchenko, Taffy and others. Russian dramatists 
were invited to guest performances in Berlin, Copenhagen, Stockholm … In spite 
of the huge audiences, there were complications with the theatre’s finances. In 1925 
the theatre found itself close to bankruptcy. In 1927, to support the theatre, the So-
ciety of Guarantors of the Russian Theatre was formed, headed by Member of the 
Saeima (Parliament), M. Kallistratov. In 1935 the Society of Friends of the Russian 
Theatre was formed, which took the theatre under its wing. 

1940 altered the familiar life of the theatre. It acquired state status and became 
one of many Russian theatres in the ‘national’ republics of the USSR. Although the 
policy concerning its repertoire came under ideological control, the traditions that 
had come about earlier within the troupe managed not only to be preserved but 
also handed down to the next generations of directors and actors. The Riga Thea-
tre of Russian Drama was rightly considered to be among the most freedom-loving 
theatres in the USSR.

Since independence was restored to Latvia in 1991 the Russian Theatre has em-
barked on a quest to find new creativity, initiated by its director, Eduard Tsekhoval. 
Its repertoire has become more varied. Its productions attract the interest not only of 
the Russian but also of the Latvian public. While remaining Russian in language and 
traditions, the theatre has become an irreplaceable part of the culture of Latvia. The 
Russian Theatre in Riga is financed by the Latvian state. 

Illustrations

A. The First Poster of Russian Theatre in Riga
a1. E. Lavrov – stage name of actor, entrepreneur and director Yefim Sokolov. 
Came to Riga with a small troupe
a2. The history of the Russian Theatre began with the Major’s Wife play in the 
building of Trade Cooperative on Sevastopol Street 
a3. The theatre troop in 1903. N. Mikhailovsky (third from the right), entrepre-
neur, director and actor of the theatre between 1909 and 1913. He was respon-
sible for the production of the play by Latvian author Rudolfs Blaumanis Indrany 
at the Russian Theatre
a4. Management of the Russian Theatre. 1902
a5. Lydia Melnikova (1879 – 1955) – from 1899 to 1900 and from 1921 to 1955 
performed on the stage of the Russian Theatre
a6. Konstantin Nezlobin (1857 – 1930) – entrepreneur of the Russian Theatre in 
Riga from 1902 to 1909 and in 1914-1915
a7. Building of the 2nd City Theatre, in which the Russian Theatre operated 
between 1902 and 1915

B. 1921 – 1941
b1. Mikhail Muratov, former actor of the Moscow Maly Theatre. From 1921 to 
1925 entrepreneur of the Russian Theatre in Riga
b2. Aleksandr Grishin, former director of the Bolshoy Drama Theatre in Petro-
grad. From 1921 to 1925 entrepreneur of the Russian Theatre in Riga, and direc-
tor from 1925 to 1940
The Russian Theatre owes its rebirth to Muratov and Grishin. On 27 September 
1921 the première of A. Griboyedov’s comedy Woe from Wit was staged at the 

Latvian Society building (where the theatre operated until 1937). Riga again 
saw a real theatre. 

In the period of independent Latvia between the wars (1920 – 1940) 
this Riga theatre was the only permanent Russian theatre outside 
Russia. Stars of the finest Russian theatres have shone on its stage 
and hence the Russian public of Latvia has done everything to keep 
this flame of Russian culture alight.
b3. Rudolf Ungern – Principal Director of the theatre 1926 – 1940
b4. Maria Vedrinskaya (1877 – 1947) – in the role of Katerina in A. Ostrovsky’s 
play The Thunderstorm. 1929
b5. Yelena (Yekaterina) Roshchina-Insarova (1883 – 1970) – came to Riga in 

the early 1920’s, already a well known actress. Created the Chamber Theatre in Riga, 
which lasted only for the 1924/25 season. Following her failure, she left Riga and 
settled in Paris

b6. Nikolay Barabanov (1890 – 1970) in the role of Boris Godunov in the drama 
of the same name by A. S. Pushkin. Worked in Riga from 1921
b7. Aleksandra Aleksandrova (1905 – 1982) in the role of Tanya in the play of 
the same name by A. Arbuzov. 1940
b8. Ivan Bulatov (1869 – 1947), actor and guarantor of the Society of Guaran-
tors of the Russian Theatre. In Riga since 1924
b9. Yekaterina Bunchuk (1895 – 1968), leading actress of the Russian Theatre, 
worked there from 1924

Dramas of Soviet authors were popular with Riga audiences
b10. Yury Yurovsky (1891 – 1955), actor, director, worked in Riga from 1924. Y. 
Yurovksy in the role of Yarovy in the play by K. Trenev Lyubov Yarovaya

The theatre was closed during the German occupation, as the actors 
refused to perform for the occupying forces. Only after the liberation 
of Riga by the Soviet army was the curtain raised once again 

C. 
Mikhail Chekhov (1897 – 1955) – outstanding actor and director, worked at the 
theatre from 1932 – 1934

The theatre started its 124th season on 3 October 2006 under the new 
name of the Mikhail Chekhov Russian Theatre in Riga

D.
d1. Arkady Kats, Artistic Director from 1963, and from 1965 to 1988 Principal 

Director of the theatre. First in the USSR to stage the musical The Man from La 
Mancha and West-side story

d2. Arkady Kats formed a unique troupe of like-minded actors: Leonid Belyavsky, 
Tatyana Shvets, Rayna Praudina, Nina Neznamova, Rodion Gordienko, Aleksandr Bo-
yarsky, Ludmila Golubeva and others. This was a bright period for the original theatre 
with its own repertoire and artistic program. A period which brought the theatre 
fame and recognition far beyond the borders of Latvia. A. Kats was Director of the Y. 
Vakhtangov Theatre in Moscow from 1989

d3, d4. Scenes from the play Sunset by I. Babel
d5. Yevgeny Ivanychev has delighted the people of Riga with his acting since 1967
d6. Nina Neznamova, leading actress of the theatre, with which she has been indissolubly 
linked since 1963
d7. Andrey Ilyin in the play Revizor (‘The Government Inspector’) by N. V. Gogol
d8. Leonid Belyavsky, Principal Director of the theatre 1988 – 2001
d9. The theatre troupe at a festival in Moscow, where the play by Rudolfs Blaumanis 
Grekhi Triny (‘The Sins of Trina’) was shown in 1994
d10. Actor Yakov Rafalson
d11. Actor Leonid Lents
d12. Nika Plotnikova, a rising star of the theatre in the show Solo for the Actress with the 
Orchestra by Raimonds Pauls. 2005
d13. Galina Rossiyskaya has been part of the troupe since 1988
d14. Bill of the show An Ideal Husband by Oscar Wilde. Artist Yelena Antimonova
d15. Mark Lebedev in the role of the king in the story The Princess and the Swineherd by 
H. Ch. Andersen

Riga Russian Theatre – Traditions and Today 
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After the Second World War under Soviet rule the cultural life of Latvian Russians un-
derwent substantial changes. Some Russian artists, who refused to accept Soviet rule, left 
the country. Others together with their Latvian colleagues participated in creating the art of 
Soviet Latvia.

However, it was not the old generation but young people, who had already received their 
education during the Soviet times, who were fated to put a new spin on the art. The Latvian 
Academy of Arts in spite of its official line of socialist realism managed to maintain and contin-
ue the traditions of classical art. The most outstanding Latvian artists taught within the walls 
of the Academy. Their school attracted a lot of young Russian artists from all over the USSR. 
They were not seeking how to express the national style in art; their works addressed figura-
tive and global panhuman problems. The majority of their works cannot be placed within the 
ranks of any national tradition. 

The modern stage in the development of fine arts in Latvia is also marked by a rebirth 
of religious art and sculpture, and also by a move towards the numerous western and global 
trends of modern art. 

Illustrations

A. The Academy of Arts of Latvia
The Academy of Arts of Latvia also employed Russian teachers: Igor Vasilyev, Albert 
Goltyakov, Tatjana Kachalova, Vladimir Kozin, Georg Kruglov, Alexey Naumov and others
a1. Teaching staff of the Department of Graphics of the Academy of Arts. Third from the 
left is Albert Goltyakov, Dean of the Department of Easel Painting, 1968
a2. End-of-term display of students’ works at the Academy of Arts. In the centre is 
Vladimir Kozin, Head of the Department of Painting, 1950’s
a3. Tatjana Kachalova (centre) educated all art critics graduating from the LAA. She 
is the author of monograph “V. Purvits and his school”, dedicated to the founder of the 
Latvian Academy of Arts
a4. Book by T. Kachalova Latvian Landscape Painting at the Turn of the Century. 
1890 – 1915

a5. Vladimir Kozin
Graduate of the Latvian Academy of Arts, painter, was Head of the Department of Paint-
ing and Composition for many years in his ‘alma mater’
Portrait of the wife. Canvas, oil, 1990

a6. Valerian Formozov (1921 – 2004) 
Student at the Academy of Arts. His genre was portraits in the style of Socialist Realism. 
Taught at the Academy 1953 -1955. V. Formozov’s drawing “Academic T. Zaļkalns in his 
studio”, 1952

a7. Ivan Ivanov (1923 – 1978)
Landscape artist, graduate of the Latvian Academy of Arts. Painted many landscapes in 
the classical Latvian tradition. Achieved fame posthumously thanks to the Anna Gallery 
(association “Pilsonība, izglītība, kultūra”).  Picture by I. Ivanov “Old Riga”. Canvas, Oil, 
1962

B. Lev Bukovsky (1910 – 1984)
Lev Bukovsky received his education at the time of the first period of Latvian independ-

ence. He graduated from the Faculty of Architecture in the University of Latvia and then the 
Academy of Arts in Florence. In his works he strove towards plastic summarisation and la-
conism of form. His gifts as a monument sculptor came through most clearly in his work on 
the Salaspils Memorial Complex, created to commemorate the victims of Nazi concentration 
camps 

b1. Lev Bukovsky. Photo by Gunar Janaitis
b2. Fragments of the Memorial Complex to Victims of Nazi Terror in Salaspils, 1961 
– 1967, concrete
b3. Bas-relief of the composer Jāzeps Vitols, fragment of the memorial dedicated to the 
100 years of Latvian Song and Dance Festival, 1973, bronze

C. Igor Vasilyev (1940 – 1997)
Outstanding portrait sculptor. His later works on biblical themes are remarkable for their 
spiritual depth and emotionality. His compositions adorn many churches in Latvia and 
the USA
Igor Vasilyev: “In the depths of my heart I worship classical art and I believe I am 
continuing its traditions. My purpose in art is to express spirit and music in sculp-
ture. Sculpture should be the embodiment of musical resonance”
c1 Igor Vasilyev. Photo by Laimonis Stipnieks
c2 Jesus Christ. Artificial standstone
c3 Gidon Kremer. Red wood, 1970
c4 Portrait of Pianist Van Klibern. Light birch, 1959
Photographs from the collection of LAKS Information Centre

Russian Artists of Modern Latvia
D. Vitaly Karkunov (1925 – 2006)
Vitaly Karkunov, following the method of a professor of the St Petersburg Academy of 
Arts, Pavel Chistyakov, created his own painting school 

E. Lyudmila Perets
Continues the work of her teacher, Vitaly Karkunov, over and above her own paintings, 
teaches on a broad range of subjects, and participates in international exhibitions
Lyudmila Perets: “The perception of colour, which is also form and content, comes 
drop by drop”
e1 Lyudmila Perets. Photo 
e2 Drawing by L. Perets “Girl with a book”, 1999

F. Wilhelm Mikhailovsky
Photographic artist, winner of the World Press Photo award (1988) and others, partici-

pated in filming the documentary The Supreme Court (Director Herz Frank). Has 8 collections 
of work to his name, participated in over 300 exhibitions, Wilhelm Mikhailovsky “stopped a 
thousand moments” – beautiful and sad 

W. M.: “We, witnesses of our own age, in creating our personal history are creating 
the history of mankind” 
f1. Self-portrait with his Children, 1976
f2. Image by W. Mikhailovsky “Crossing”, 1975

G. Viktoria Pelshe
Master Sculptor. Her works adorn the parks of Riga and many serious collections of 
modern art.
g1 Viktoria Pelshe. Photo
g2  “Spring” (fragment), 1973, fire-clay
g3 “Tanya”, 1978, fire-clay (Shots by Gunars Binde)

H. Yelena Antimonova (1945 – 2002)
Outstanding draughtswoman and water-colour painter. Created works of art in graphics 

book design, miniatures and graphics on easel. Yelena Antimonova’s works are distinguished 
by their romantic disposition and meticulous technique, their fascination with the past and 
affection for the classics

h1 Yelena Antimonova. Photo
h2 Illustration for fairy tails by Wilhelm Hauff, 1988

I. Artur Nikitin
With unsurpassed expressiveness, Artur Nikitin showed himself in art, graphics, and 
sculpture.

Svetlana Hayenko: “Even from an early age Artur Nikitin had the courage to admit 
to himself the existence of Chaos, and very early on rejected ‘beauty and correct-
ness’ for the sake of truth”
i1 Artur Nikitin and a fragment of the sculpture A Hundred Years of Solitude. A dedication 
to Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 2005, bronze, photo by Sergey Nikolayev
i2 Drawing by A. Nikitin “2000 years of the Armenian Church”, 2003. Photo by Grigory 
Levin

J. Viktor Karnaukh
Painter, monument designer, graduate of the Latvian Academy of Arts. Has painted a 
multitude of interiors, including church plafonds, and public buildings. His painting 
works are housed in private collections in the USA, Europe and Russia
j1. Viktor Karnaukh in his studio. Photo
j2. Fragment of fresco’s sketch for one of the public buildings in Magdeburg  

K. Nikolay Krivoshein
Nikolay Krivoshein’s art is born out of the interface of Latvian and Russian art schools. His 
quest for colour correlations brought him to the Latvian abstractionist camp.  
k1 Nikolay Krivoshein. Photo
k2 Picture by N. Krivoshein “The large and the small”, 2000

L. Gennady Sukhanov (1946 – 2005)
Draughtsman, water-colour painter. Master of gravure works and lithographer
l1 “Cut out composition” from the circle “Concrete compositions”, 1987

M. Ina Vorontsova
Versatile artist. She works as a graphic designer, sculptor, interior and landscape design-
er. Has been successful participating in European and international exhibitions
m1 Ina Vorontsova. Photo
m2 Sculpture work “Game”, bronze, 2000

N. Nikolay Uvarov
Draughtsman and painter

O. Pyotr Khudobchenok
Famous artist of volume ceramic miniatures from Daugavpils 
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Russian folk and classical culture gives people a spiritual strength, whatever 
conditions Russians are living in. And in present-day Latvia many Russian families 
do their best to introduce their children to Russian folk traditions. In Latvia there 
are dozens of professional and hundreds of amateur Russian ensembles and choirs 
working today, many of which have been around for several years. These ensembles 
have found acclaim far beyond Latvia, and have been winners of many international 
competitions. Russian groups never shut themselves away in their Russian commu-
nities; or in their national culture. Their repertoires always include dances and songs 
of different national groups of Latvia, most of all that of ethnic Latvian culture. The 
principles of mutual respect and tolerance lie at the heart of the work of the Russian 
creative groups in present-day Latvia.

The restoring of independence to Latvia gave a fresh impulse to the preserva-
tion and development of Russian traditional culture in this country. In spite of the 
difficulties, proponents of Russian culture do everything incumbent upon them to 
pass on the traditions of their ancestors to future generations. Some of the numer-
ous Latvian Russian ensembles are presented here.

Illustrations

A. Sadko Russian Folk Orchestra

Viktor Roksha, founder, artistic director and orchestra conductor of Sadko Or-
chestra, established in 1982. Chief conductor of the joint orchestra at the Slavonic 
Wreath International Festival of Song and Dance in Tallinn (Estonia)

B. Accolada Children’s and Young People’s Choir
The choir has been performing at the Riga School Palace since 1988. Conductor 
Oxana Cherkassova

C. Harmonica Russian Song Ensemble
Artistic Director Vladimir Norvind

D. Valentina Goldinova, singer and master of ceremonies

E. Zvonnitsa (“Belfry”) Children and Young People’s Choir of National 
Minorities and Folklore Theatre
Created and directed by Alexander Brandavs

F. The Slavs Orchestra of Russian Folk Instruments

The orchestra’s first performance was in 1994. Creator and Director of the Or-
chestra is Viktor Zhilyayev. One of the principle aims of the orchestra is to popularize 
the musical culture of the Slavonic peoples 

G. The Ilyinskya Pyatnitsa “(Ilyin’s Friday”) Folk Group
The only studio of authentic Russian folklore in Latvia. Director Sergey Olenkin

H. Riga Youth Choir
Director Marta Lyubimova

I. Perezvony (“Chimes”) Choir

The choir was created at the Cultural centre of the Riga Carriage-Building Works 
on the initiative of members of the Uley Russian cultural centre of the Balto-Sla-
vonic Society in 1988. Artistic Director and Conductor - Yury Glagolev, concert leader 
– Marina Glagoleva

J. Karagod Folklore ensemble
Founded in 2002. Director Tatyana Starovoytenko

L. Krivichi Folk Group of Russian song and dance

Founded in 1957, affiliated with the Aurora Works club. Current Artistic Director 
is Vladimir Berezin. In 1980 the Ministry of Culture of Soviet Latvia awarded the title 
of ‘People’s’ (i.e. the highest designation) to the Krivichi group

M. Kadans Orchestra of Folk Instruments

The Orchestra performs in the Business and Information Centre “Moscow House 
in Riga”. Director Inna Krutikova

Choirs and Dance Ensembles of Latvian Russians

N. Ivushka (“Willow”) Folk Dance Ensemble

Created in 1964. A young lady, Valentina, from Leningrad married a Latvian, 
came to Riga and created a dance ensemble. It very soon received the title of People’s 
group and made a name for itself at contests and on concert stages not only in Latvia 
but also Russia, Germany, France and Belgium. In December 2007 the ensemble at-
tained first prize in an international contest in Moscow.

Valentina Layzane – Permanent Director of Ivushka

O. Blagovest (“Peel of Church Bells”) Choir
Orthodox chamber choir Blagovest was founded in 1990. Choir Director Alex-
ander Brandavs. The choir has had success in many countries of Western Europe 
and Russia

P. Zadorinka (“Fervour”) Children’s Choreography Group

Zadorinka has been successfully performing for 22 years. Its Permanent Director 
was Maria Kerpe (1947 – 2007). Many people in Riga remember this choreography 
group for its performances at the Clergy’s Christmas celebrations and Easter con-
certs. It is now directed by Iveta Kerpe
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Russian sportsmen from Latvia have been champions at the Olympic Games 
more than ten times. Dozens of Russian Latvians have been world champions in 
Europe. 

The history of mass participation in sport in Latvia started at the beginning of 
the 20th Century. The second national Olympics of the Russian Empire was held in 
Riga in 1914. Local Russians also participated in these sports in great numbers. At 
these prestigious games Lebedev from Riga took first place in the 100 metres run-
ning contest. 

The next page of this history relates to the first period of Latvian independence. 
In the late 1930’s chess player Vladimir Petrov (a Riga resident) was considered to 
be one of the best grandmasters in the world. In 1937 he shared first place at one 
imposing tournament, beating multiple world champion Alekhin. 

Russian sportsmen from Latvia achieved most of their successes in the second 
half of the 20th Century and at the beginning of the 21st Century. One of the most 
renowned basketball players in the world is the twice Olympic champion (in the 
national USSR team), three-time world champion and ten-time European cham-
pion, Ulyana Semyonova. This sportswoman has received many national awards, 
including the Latvian Order of the Three Stars and the Order of Friendship of the 
Russian Federation. Her name is amongst those listed in the Basketball Hall of Fame 
in Springfield (USA). 

Volleyball players Bugayenkov and Selivanov became Olympic champions. Vera 
Zozulya from Riga became the first Winter Olympics champion from Latvia in 1980. 
Oarsman Ivan Klementyev and marksman Afanasy Kuzmin must also be mentioned 
among the Olympic champions. A whole group of Russians from Riga became world 
champions in acrobatics. Gymnast Igor Vikhrov brought the first gold Olympic medal 
to independent Latvia in 2000. 

In the 1970’s and 1980’s two great hockey trainers, Viktor Tikhonov and Vladimir 
Yurzinov, worked in Latvia and as a result the Riga team Dynamo became one of the 
best teams in the world, achieving prize-winning places in the USSR and beating the 
NHL Club in friendly matches. The high standard of hockey playing in the Dynamo 
Riga team is a promising factor for future successes. In the 1990’s and the beginning 
of the 21st Century the national hockey team of Latvia, which had a considerable 
number of Russian players, repeatedly came in the top ten of the best teams in the 
world. 

Basketball teams from Riga successfully played in European cups during the So-
viet period. The SKA team, which was led by outstanding trainer Alexander Gomelsky, 
won the European Champion cup several times. Ulyana Semyonova played in the 
women’s team of the TTT, which had repeatedly won the European Champion Cup. 

Illustastion

A. BASKETBALL
Ulyana Semyonova
Twice Olympic champion (1976, 1980), three times world champion, fifteen times Euro-
pean champion. 10 times contester, in the TTT team, for the European Champions Cup. 

B. HOCKEY
Viktor Tikhonov and Vladimir Yurzinov raised Latvian hockey to a world level
Viktor Tikhonov was three times USSR champion in hockey. Has coached the Riga Dy-

namo team since 1971. Under his leadership the team became one of the best hockey clubs 
in Europe, and later Tikhonov was appointed coach of the best club teams in Europe – the 
TSKA and the USSR national team. Under the management of Mr. Tikhonov the national team 
became three times Olympic champion and multiple world champion

b1. Viktor Tikhonov during training, 1974
Photo by B. Tiknus from the archives of LVKFFDA
b2. Viktor Tikhonov and the Dynamo Riga team, 1976
Photo by Zigurds Mežavilks from the archives of the Latvian Sports Museum
Vladimir Yurzinov became coach of Dynamo some years after Viktor Tikhonov left Riga
b3. Vladimir Yurzinov with the Dynamo Hockey Team from Riga. 1984-85 season.
Photo from the archives of the Latvian Sports Museum, unknown photographer
Thanks to Viktor Tikhonov and Vladimir Yurzinov Latvian hockey in the 70’s and 80’s at-
tained significant successes. 
b4., b5. Sergey Zholtok (1972 – 2004) – one of Latvia’s finest hockey players

Russian Sportsmen – the Pride of Latvia

In the 1990’s hockey player Sergey Zholtok played in the strongest championship clubs 
in the world in terms of membership – the Canadian-American hockey league, and was 
one of the best in the Latvian team. In 2004 he died during a match, playing for the 
‘Riga-2000’ team

C. Football
Alexander Starkov – Latvian Football Team Coach. Under his management the Latvian 

team ranked among the best 16 teams in Europe in 2004. (On the photograph is Alexander 
Starkov, coach of the popular Spartak club in Russia, for which he worked from 2004 to 2006) 

D. CHESS
Grandmaster Vladimir Petrov (1907-1943). In the 1930’s Riga Grandmaster Vladimir 
Petrov defeated multiple world champion Alexander Alekhin and other famous chess 
players

E. GYMNASTICS
Gymnast Igor Vikhrov – first Olympic Champion in the history of Independent Latvia
Latvian President Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga congratulating Igor Vikhrov on his victory at the 
Olympic Games in Sydney (2000) in free exercises

F. SHOOTING
Afanasy Kuzmin – participant in 8 Olympic Games. In 2007 the Latvian Shooting Fed-

eration proclaimed Afanasy Kuzmin the most titled sportsman in Latvia. Kuzmin is 11 times 
world champion and in 1988 became Olympic Champion. Came second in the 1992 Olympics

G. VOLLEYBALL
Volleyball players from the Riga Radiotechnika are Olympic champions
g1. Ivan Bugayenkov. Volleyball player from the Riga Radiotechnika. Playing for the 
USSR team he has been twice Olympic Champion (1964, 1968)
Volleyball players of the combined USSR team at the Olympic Games in Tokyo (1964). In 
the centre under the number 9 is Ivan Bugayenkov. (Photo by Zigurds Mežavilks from the 
archives of the Latvian Sports Museum)
g2. Oleg Antropov. Member of the USSR volleyball team and Olympic champion 
(1968). In 1970 played for Radiotechnika and helped the team to win the European Cup 
three times. Photo by J. Kalniņš from the archives of LVKFFDA
g3. Pavel Selivanov. Pavel Selivanov played in the 70’s and 80’s for the Radiotechnika 
team, becoming Champion of the USSR in 1984, and winning the European Champion-
ship Cup three times during the 70’s. As part of the USSR team became Olympic Cham-
pion in 1980

H. TOBOGGAN
Vera Zozulya. At the 1980 Winter Olympic Games won a gold medal in toboggan. Is 
named in the Hall of Fame of the International Toboggan Federation

I. CANOE
Ivan Klementyev. Olympic Champion (1988) and multiple world champion in single 
canoeing. As part of the Latvian team, won silver medals at the Olympic Games in 1992 
and 1996 

J. SAILING
Alexander Muzychenko. Became Olympic Champion in sailing in 1980 (on the left 
in the photo)
Photo from the archives of the Latvian Sports Museum, unknown photographer

K. LIGHT ATHLETICS
Yelena Prokopchuk – twice winner of the prestigious New York Marathon

L. HEAVY ATHLETICS
Weight-lifter Viktor Shcherbatykh. World Champion, multiple European Champion. Win-

ner of the bronze medal at the 2000 Sydney Olympics for super-heavy weights. Won silver 
at the Athens Olympics in 2004 and bronze at the Beijing Olympics in 2008. After his world 
championship victory he became known as the world’s strongest man. Was elected Member 
of the Latvian Parliament in 2006

M. ACROBATICS
The Latvian School of Acrobatics was one of the best. Galina Korchemnaya – World 
Champion in 1977
Photo from the archives of the Latvian Sports Museum, unknown photographer

N. ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
Lyudmila Kachkalda – World Champion in Artistic Gymnastics (1967, 1973)
Photo from the archives of the Latvian Sports Museum, unknown photographer
Photographs by Vladimir Starkov and Dmitry Dubinsky have also been used in this sec-
tion
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The “Moscow Forstadt” ( from German word “Vorstadt” meaning suburb, in Russian 
– Moskovsky forshtadt), is the oldest suburb of Riga. It’s fate is closely related to the history of 
the Russian minority in Riga. At present this district is also populated mainly by Russians and 
preserves a considerable number of memorials to Russian antiquity. 

In the 14th Century a small settlement appeared at the start of the present - day Maska-
vas Street. It had the name of Lastadia and was mentioned at the first time in 1348. The set-
tlement remained known by this name until the end of the 18th Century. By this time it was 
multi-ethnic. After Riga was joined to Russia, Russian merchants, tradesmen and workers 
settled predominantly in this suburb, as the ancient city (Old Riga) that was situated beyond 
the city fortifications was dominated by Germans. In 1784 the suburbs of Riga were divided 
into three administrative areas: the Moscow, St. Petersburg and the Mittau (named in honour  
for the same towns names). Only wooden houses were allowed in the suburbs, so that in 
the event of attack by enemy armies, these could be burned and the residents would take 
refuge behind the city walls. The suburbs of Riga, including the Moscow Forstadt, were last 
burnt down in 1812. After the city fortifications were taken down in the mid 19th Century, the 
suburbs were incorporated into the city but kept their earlier names. 

Historical events rendered the Moscow Forstadt one of the poorest regions of Riga which 
it remains today. The most depressing page in the history of the Moscow Forstadt was the 
Second World War. In the first months of the war the indigenous inhabitants of the suburb 
were evicted from their homes, and on the territory circumscribed by the streets of Maskavas, 
Vitebskas (Jersikas), Ebreju, Liksnas, L.Kalna, Katoļu, Jēkabpils  and Lāčpleša a ghetto was 
formed, to which over 30,000 Jews were placed, and then killed on 29 and 30  November 1941 
on the outskirts of Riga in Rumbula.

In the years following the war the district was, and remains and to this day, an ‘aban-
doned corner’; houses are falling into dilapidation and only a few are being restored. But 
sooner or later even this corner of Riga will change its appearance. It is, therefore, important 
to preserve the memory of the historical places in the Moscow Forstadt . 

Illustrations

A. THE RAILWAY

a1. Dinaburg Railway Station 
The station and the railway separate the city centre from the Moskauer Vorstadt .

The Dinaburg (Dvinsk, Daugavpils) Railway Station was built in 1861. In 1889 a chapel 
was erected to commemorate the marvellous rescue of Emperor Alexander III from a train 
collision. The chapel was taken down in 1925 and the old station building in 1960. It has been 
replaced by the Central Station, preserved in general details to the present day. 

a2. Building of the Former Office of the Riga-Oryol Railway

In the 1920’s and 1930’s, along with the offices of the Latvian Railway, part of the build-
ing was occupied by the Latvian Academy of Arts. After the Second World War the building 
was used for the offices of the Soviet Baltic Railway. Today it houses the Ministry of Transport 
of Latvia. 

B. Central Market
a1. Today the Moscow Forstadt unthinkable without the Central Market, although the 

market only found its present place in 1930, before which time it had to make do with a small 
stretch of the Daugava river embankment. The Central Market was designed by architect P. 
Dreymanis. He involved Russian engineers V. Isayev, G. Tolstoy and architect P. Pavlov in this 
work. Russian sellers are as vital for the Central Market today as they were in the past.   

b2. The Red Warehouses
Built in the second half of the 19th Century as trading storehouses. They were planned 

and designed by well known architects: I.Felsko, R.Shmeling, Hess. Some of the warehouses 
belonged to Russian traders: the Klimovs, Mukhins, Sobinovs, Starogins and others. Today the 
warehouses are used to store and sell all kinds of goods, although there are plans to transform 
this corner of Riga.

b3. Our Lady of Tikhvin Chapel near the Central Market
Demolished in the mid 20th Century

C. Maskavas (Moscow) Street – the main street of the Moscow 
Forstadt
The earliest information about this street dates back to the 18th Century

c1. House 23. Volga Tea-house
Konstantin Tarasov, owner of the Volga Tea-house with his wife  
In the 1920’s and 1930’s this inn was not only popular with Russians living in Riga but 
also Russian émigrés visiting Riga from Paris and Berlin, who were nostalgic for authen-
tic Russian cuisine.

c2. House 91 
Nursery of the Grebenshchikov Society for the Education of Poor Children. (No picture)

The Grebenshchikov Society for the Education of Poor Children in Riga. (No picture)

The “Moskou Forstadt” of Riga
c3. House 101 
The Old Believer Society in Latvia.
The society of the ‘Grebenshchikov College in Riga’ and the affiliated ‘Circle of Enthusiasts 
of Russian Antiquity’
c4. House  110. (in the apartment of Fadeyev)
the Old Believers’ Singing Society of Latvia. (No picture)

c5. House 116. 
The 5th Russian Primary (6-year) School for Old Believers. (No picture)

c6. House 121 (pre-war address, house now demolished)
The I. Mikheyev Joinery and Carpentry Workshop. (No picture)

c7. Red Hill
Situated at the junction of Maskavas and Jersikas Streets. Site of a market from 1890 
until the mid 20th Century. Only one pavilion remains.

c8. House 166 
The “House of Diligence” – Needlework school for girls (up to the First World War).
The 7th Russian Primary (6-year) School in the 1920’s and 1930’s.
Guardian Council for the Children’s House of Diligence in Riga.
The Liberation of Labour workers’ club

c9. House 170. The Archangel Michael Church
In 1800 the Emperor Paul I established the “United Faith” Church. The purpose of this 

Church was to stimulate Old Believers to become closer to the official Russian Orthodoxy. The 
“United Faith” allowed its congregation (the former Old Believers) to preserve the old rituals 
but they had to accept the priests appointed by Synod of the Orthodox Church.  The “United 
Faith” Achangel Michael Church was consecrated in 1837 at the house of the merchant Michael 
Pushkov. The special church for the parish of Archangel Michael was built in 1895. The main 
treasure of the church is the Archangel Michael icon which was a gift of Emperor Nicolas II. In 
the 1930’s the Old Believers rituals in this church were replaced by the Orthodox service  

c10. The Johann’s Gate
Close to this house at 189 Maskavas St. were the Johann’s Gate. In the 19th Century they 

symbolised the entrance to Riga and the start of Moskow Street. The stone sections of the 
Johann’s Gate were taken down in the end of 19th century.

In the 1920’s and 1930’s  here was the ambulance station 

c11. House 257. M. S. Kuznetsov Joint Stock Company
Famous Kuznetsov porcelain and faience factory was founded in 1843. The enterprise 

functioned under various names until the beginning of the 1990’s. In XIX century the Kuznet-
sovs family upheld the tradition of charity and social activities. There were plenty of organisa-
tions situated near the factory, for example the Kuznetsov Sports Society, the M. S. Kuznetsov 
Cultural Society, the Library of the M. S. Kuznetsov Cultural Society. In Soviet time here was 
Riga’s Porcelain and Faience factory, one of the best in this branch.

c12. House 263
Nursery of the Guardianship for Russian Children Riga Society. (No picture) 

D. On Jersikas Street (formerly Vitebsk street) many houses 
of the 19th and 20th Centuries have been preserved

E. 
In the 21st Century Slāvu Street becomes one of the city’s main thoroughfares

The street grew up near the Kuznetsov Porcelain and Faience Works. In 1899 it was named 
Slavonic Street, then from 1923 to 1950 Kuznetsov Street (named after factory’s owners name), 
from 1950 to 1990 Stakhanov St. (named after Soviet workers’ movement for labour productiv-
ity), and from 1990 the initial name was returned but in Latvian form – Slāvu St. 

F. Krasta Street

73 Krasta St.
The Prayer-house of the Riga Grebenshchikov Old Believers’ Community  (the Community 

of Old Believers in Riga perpetuated in its name the merchant Alexei Grebenschikov who had 
made generous donations for the development of the community)  

In 1760 the first house of worship for Old Believers in Riga was built on this site. After the 
fire of 1812 a new church and almshouse were built. In 1905 and 1906 a bell tower was built, 
making one of the main architectural features of the Moscow Forstadt . 

The Grebenshchikov Old Believers’ Almshouse, The Circle of Enthusiasts of Russian An-
tiquity

G. Gogol Street took its name in 1902 
g1. The school named after Empress of Russia Catherine the Great 
First Russian school in Riga, founded in 1789. The building has not survived
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g2. House 9 
The Church of the Annunciation (Nicholas). This Orthodox church was first built and con-

secrated on this site in 1715. In 1812 the church was burnt down together with the Moscow 
Forstadt. The newly built church was consecrated in 1818, which today serves the religious 
needs of Riga Orthodox residents and is a site of tourist attraction. 

g3.House 4/6 
The house of barrister Gustav Geyneke, father of the writer Irina Odoyevtseva.

H. Gaiziņa Street 
(formerly Suzdal street, named in honour of ancient Russian city Suzdal)

h1. House 1.  
The Suzdal School was based in this building during the period of Tsarist Russia, and 
during the first period of Latvian independence in the 1920’s – 30’s this was the 4th 
Russian Primary School.

h2. House 3 
The Government Russian Secondary School (High School) was based in this building in 
1939/1940 academic year  

I. Turgenev Street appeared on maps of Riga in 1885

i1. 13 Turgenev St. (pre-war address)
“A. M. Kuzubov, wholesale and retail trade of all kinds of game, garden vegetables, pre-
serves, fish and caviar. Refrigerator and warehouse”. (No picture)

i2. At the crossroads of Gogol St and Turgenev St. was
The Russian House of Commerce (Gostiny Dvor)
Built in the mid 1770’s. Demolished in the mid 20th Century

i3. 1 Akademijas Square, formerly 19 Turgenev St. 

The building of the Academy of Sciences 
Built partly on the site of the former Gostiny Dvor. Originally in a building designed in 
the “Stalin Heights” style, it was supposed to accommodate the House of Collective Farm-
ers. On completion of its construction (1958), the building was given over to the Latvian 
Academy of Sciences.

i4. House 21A 
From 1928 to 1934 this was the site of the Russian Students Orthodox Union – a 
spiritual centre for the Russian youth of those years. 
In the 1920’s and 30’s the 3rd Russian Scouts Brigade was held in the cellar of the 
house. 

i5. House 23/25. The House of Mukhina
Vera Mukhina (1889 – 1953), outstanding sculptor and designer of monuments, was 
born into a wealthy Riga merchant family, in this house, where she spent the first years 
of her childhood

i6. House 36 (pre-war address)
A division of the Popov Bros. Company, founded in 1788. (No picture)

J. Pushkin Street took its name in 1923 
(formerly the Church of Jesus St., Smolensk St.)

K. 3 Jēzusbaznīcas Street 
(formerly Christ Church St.), (pre-war address, building has not survived)
The building of a craftsmen’s co-operative was home to the Amateur Theatre, managed 
by Konstantin Nezlobin, in the late 1920’s. 

The Riga sport society

L. Sadovnikov Street was established in 1885 
(Frunze Street during the Soviet time)

l1. House11 
The 1st L. Ivanov’s Shell Works No. 1. Founded 1872. (No picture)

l2. House 20. The Firs Sadovnikov Almshouse
A native of Riga, merchant of the 1st Guild, Firs Sadovnikov legated the capital for “build-

ing a stone almshouse for the poor …, a school for poor children of the parish… and a church 
in the name of the martyr Firs”. In 1876 his will was realised. The almshouse was in operation 
until 1940. Medicinal establishments function in the same building to this day. The church was 
closed down and re-structured according to the needs of the new owners. 

In the 1920’s and 30’s the 1st (4-year) Russian Primary School was run in this building. 

M. Lāčplēša Street 
House 108 
In 1866 the Magistrate of Riga presented a plot of land on Romanov Street to the Charita-

ble Society for the Protection of the Russian Impoverished. In 1868 a shelter and a school were 

The “Moskow Forstadt” of Riga 
built there. In 1875 the building of the Alexander College was constructed on this very plot. In 
1894 the Church of our Lady was erected. The functions of these establishments were inter-
rupted by the First World War and revolution. In 1922 the Charitable Society resumed its work. 
In the same year the work of the Government Russian Secondary School (High School) began 
in the premises of the former Maria’s Shelter. In 1923 classes of trade and commerce began in 
the building of the former Alexander College. In the 1960’s all of the above-mentioned build-
ings, including the church, were demolished. 

N. Katoļu Street (Catholic Street)

n1. House 10.  All Saints Church
In 1774 a chapel and in 1812 an Orthodox church were built on this site. The present day 

appearance of the church dates back to 1884. At the side of the church was one of the oldest 
Orthodox cemeteries – the All Saints, removed in the mid 20th Century. 

n2. House 10 
The Orthodox Spiritual Seminary. Resumed work in 1994 after an interval of 50 years. 
(No picture) 

n3. House 27 
8th Russian Primary (4-year) School.
9th Russian Guides Brigade.

n4. House 27A 
The Union of Russian Teachers in Latvia (formerly the Union was situated at 2 Samarina 
St., 13 Ludzas St., 1 Gaiziņu St., 112 Maskavas St., 20 Sadovnikova St.) 
Russian Free Library of the Russian Teachers Union. Now this library (under another 
name) is situated at Maskavas St.

n5. House 42.
The Svetlanovs Bros Stocking and Knitwear Factory. (No picture)

O. The Miera (Peace) Garden 
Laid out in 1905 - 1918 on the grounds of the closed cemetery. In the 1920’s and 30’s the 
popular open-air festivals of Days of Russian Culture were held here

P. Liela Kalna Street

p1. House 19. The Johann`s Cemetery
Founded at the end of the 19th Century as a cemetery for Old Believers. Was later used by 

Orthodox residents of Riga. Until the mid 20th Century the cemetery was divided by the wall 
into Old Believers and Orthodox parts. A lot of well-known former Russian residents of Riga 
were buried at this cemetery. Now it is administrated by Old Believers Grebenshikov Com-
munity.

p2. House 21. St. Johann the Baptist Church
The foundation of this Orthodox church was laid in 1912. Construction was halted for a 
while by the First World War and revolution. The church was consecrated in 1929. 

p3. In 1882 because of the construction of the new St. Johann the Baptist Church the 
previous wooden building of the church was dismantled and moved to the Johann cemetery, 
where it was consecrated as the Church of Our Lady of Kazan. Services in this church were 
conducted until 1964. In 1970 the building passed to the Latvian Catholic Church, but in 2003 
it was returned to the Orthodox community.   

Q. Maza Kalna Street
4 Maza Kalna St. Enterprise “Lamp oil” of N. Samokhvalov

R. Ludzas Street
13 Ludzas St. In the 1920’s and 1930’s the 3rd Russian Primary (4-year) School was based 
here. (No picture)

S. Lomonosov Street (built in 1890, called Saratov street until 1923, from 1923 to 
1950 was called Samarin St., and from 1950 Lomonosov St.)

During the years of Soviet rule, this was the site of the Institute of Civil Aviation Engi-
neers. It was one of the finest aviation universities in the USSR. Nowadays it is used by a pri-
vate University Transport and Telecommunication Institute that provides high education in 
Latvian, Russian and English languages

s1. This building now houses the Institute of Transport and Communication
s2. The Higher School of Economics and Culture is based in the building of the former 
barracks of the 4th Regiment of the Latvian Army, later the Soviet Army.
s3, s4. The Baltic International Academy (until 2007 the Baltic Russian Institute) func-
tions in these buildings. It is the biggest private University in Latvia providing education 
in both the Latvian and Russian languages

s3. In the times of Tsarist Russia this was the site of the quarters of 155 Vyazma Infantry 
Regiment and regimental Church of Iveron Icon of Our Lady. During the first period of Latvian 
independence the building was used by the 4th Regiment’s club of the Latvian Army 

s4. The 2nd Russian Primary (6-year) School was based here up until 1940 
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The Latvian Russians were affected by the political turmoil of the 20th century, many of 
them became scattered around various countries. The First and the Second World Wars, the 
change of political regimes, political repressions, economic problems and the search for new 
career opportunities caused people to leave their homes behind. Their fates turned out in dif-
ferent ways. Some of them succeeded in making brilliant careers for themselves both in their 
ethnic homeland (Russia) and in countries of emigration. The major part of those Russians 
who left Latvia never forgot their roots and maintained relations with their native land. Latvia 
responded to them in kind. In Riga there are streets named after academic Mstislav Keldysh 
and cinema director Sergey Eisenstein. The people of Latvia hold the memory of Vera Mukhina 
in esteem for her contribution to preserve the Freedom Monument in Riga from destruction 
in Soviet times. After long years in oblivion, the name of artist Yevgeny Klimov was brought 
back home thanks to the endeavours of his former student Margarita Saltupe. In Daugavpils 
and Rēzekne scientific conferences and social events are regularly held dedicated to the Rus-
sian writers born in Latgalia Leonid Dobychin and Yury Tynyanov. The Latvian Society of Rus-
sian Culture promoted the publication of the book “Corporation Ruthenia in Riga and abroad”, 
which relates the history of this Russian student corporation in Riga between 1929 and 1998. 
Russian cosmonauts Anatoly Solovyov and Aleksandr Kalery never lost contacts with Latvia 
were they were born. Riga is also remembered by Mikhail Baryshnikov one of the most out-
standing contemporary ballet dancers.  

Illustrations

A. Science
a1. Mstislav Keldysh (1911 – 1978), President of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR 
from 1961 to 1975
Born in Riga. Author of basic studies in mathematics, aero-dynamics and hydro-dynam-
ics. Made a large contribution to implementing programmes for manned space flights 
and to researching the near space. 

a2. Bust of Academic Mstislav Keldysh in Riga. Erected 1978

a3. Aleksandr Nikonov (1918 -1995), Academic, Agrarian Scientist
Spent his childhood and youth in the Abrenes region of Latvia. Fought in the Red Army 

(in the 201st Latvian Infantry Division) during the Second World War. A. Nikonov was the Min-
ster of Agriculture of Soviet Latvia from 1951 to 1961. Was accused of “bourgeois nationalism” 
and forced to leave Latvia. Worked for 16 years as Director of the Stavropol Agriculture Insti-
tute. In 1978 joined the team of the USSR Central Academy of Agricultural Sciences. Was the 
President of the Academy between 1984 and 1992

a4. Tamara Nikiforova, born in Riga. From 1957 to 1991 worked at the Norilsk Mining 
and metal Complex and at the Norilsk Institute of Industry. Senior Lecturer, member of the 
Russian National Mineralogical Society. First to discover deposits of a type of copper sandstone 
in the basin of the River Yenisey

B. Cinema
Sergey Eisenstein (1898 – 1948), outstanding Soviet cinema director

Born in Riga into the family of well known architect Mikhail Eisenstein. Achieved world-
wide acclaim with his works Battleship Potemkin, Alexander Nevsky, Ivan The Terrible and 
others. 

C. Literature
c1. Yury Tynyanov (1894 – 1943), outstanding investigator of the works of Alexander 

Pushkin. Born in Rezhitsa (Rēzekne) into a wealthy Jewish family. In 1918 completed his stud-
ies at the Faculty of History and Philology at the University of Petrograd and stayed for life in 
Soviet Russia. Author of the historical novels Kyukhlya about V. K. Kyukhelbeker, The Death of 
the Vazir-Mukhtar (about A. S. Griboyedov), some monographs, short stories and film scripts. 
Won acclaim for his translation of H. Heine. Tynyanov’s most important work is his novel Push-
kin (incomplete). Since the early 1980’s readings have been held dedicated to the memory of 
this distinguished fellow-countryman in Rēzekne

c2. Leonid Dobychin (1896 – 1936), writer
Born in Ludza into the family of a regional doctor. Spent his childhood and youth in 

Daugavpils. In 1916 completed his studies at the Petrograd Polytechnic Institute. Made his 
literary debut in 1924. Author of a collection of tales; Meetings with Liz, A Portrait and the 
novel The Town of N. Committed suicide after being accused of “formalism” at a meeting of 
the Leningrad Writers Organization. Dobychin’s readings  are regularly held in Daugavpils in 
commemoration of the writer 

D. Journalism
Aleksander Kaverznev (1932 – 1983), TV journalist reported on events abroad
Born in Riga, where he spent his childhood and youth. Worked for the USSR Central Tel-
evision in Moscow. Achieved acclaim for his coverage from trouble spots of the world, 
including Afghanistan

E. Space
e1, e2. Anatoly Solovyov, one of the most experienced Russian cosmonauts
Born in Riga in 1948. Studied at the Chernigov Higher College of Military Aviation. Joined 

the team of cosmonauts in 1976. Made his first flight in 1988, for which he received the title 
Hero of the Soviet Union and Hero of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. In total, Anatoly Solo-
vyov made 4 flights into space lasting 453 days, 7 hours, 28 minutes and 52 seconds. He made 
9 spacewalks lasting 43 hours and 24 minutes. 

e3. Aleksander Kalery – Russian cosmonaut
Born in Jurmala in 1956. Studied at the Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology. Has 

been part of the team of cosmonauts since 1984. Made his first flight in 1992.  Has been 
in space over a total period of 609 days, 21 hours, 52 minutes and 13 seconds. Has made 5 
spacewalks, where he spent 23 hours and 37 minutes. 

F. Vera Mukhina (1889 – 1953), well known Soviet sculptor
Born in Riga into a wealthy merchant family
f1. Vera Mukhina in her studio
f2. Her most outstanding work is the sculpture The Worker and the Kolkhoz Girl, made for 
the World Exhibition in Paris in 1937
f3. The Freedom Monument in Riga, preserved from the destruction by Soviet authorities 
in large part thanks to the intervention of Vera Mukhina

G. Yelena and Olga Nürnberg
g1. This house at 1, Fellin Street (now 1, Vilandes Street), at the turn of the 20th century 
was the home of the two beautiful sisters Yelena and Olga Nürnberg
g2. Yelena (1893 – 1970), became the wife of the well known writer Mikhail Bulgakov 
and the prototype for Margarita in his novel The Master and Margarita
g3. Olga (1891 – 1948), Bokshanskaya by marriage, worked at the Moscow theatre 
MHAT as the secretary of V. Nemirovich-Danchenko and was also used by Bulgakov as 
the prototype for his heroines

H. Mother Maria (1891 – 1945) 
Elizaveta Pilenko (Kuzmina-Karavayeva, Skobtsova by marriage) was born in Riga. Was 

passionate about poetry from her youth. Emigrated after the Revolution. Took the veil in 1932. 
Joined the Resistance movement in German-occupied Paris and helped Soviet prisoners of 
war. Was arrested by the Nazis at the beginning of 1943 and sent to Ravensbrück concentra-
tion camp. On 31 March 1945 Mother Maria voluntarily exchanged places with a woman who 
had been sentenced to death in the gas chamber. The Synod of the Patriarchate of Constanti-
nople canonized the nun Maria in 2004. 

I. Irina Odoyevtseva (1901 – 1990), poet and author of memoirs
Born in Riga into the family of barrister Gustav Geynike. Emigrated in 1922 together 

with her husband, writer Georgy Ivanov. Returned to the USSR, Leningrad, 2 years before her 
death

J. Igor Chinnov (1909 – 1996), poet
Born in Tukums, graduated from the City of Riga Gymnasium and the Faculty of Law of 
the University of Latvia. Emigrated to the West during the Second World War. Lived in the 
USA from 1962. His gift as a poet became fully apparent while abroad. 

K. Nikolay Lossky (1870 – 1965) – outstanding representative of Russian religious 
philosophy. Born in Krāslava. Professor at the University of Petrograd from 1916. Was expelled 
from Soviet Russia with a group of scientists in 1922. From 1922 to 1945 lived and worked in 
Czechoslovakia. Taught at the St. Vladimir Spiritual Academy in New York from 1947

L. Vasily Sinaysky (1876 – 1949), professor, doctor of law
Graduate of the Yuryev (Tartu) University. Emigrated to Latvia from Soviet Russia. Was 
one of the foremost professors of the University of Latvia from 1924 to 1944. Died in 
Belgium

L. Natalya Sinayskaya (1914 – 2006)
Daughter of Professor Sinaysky, graduated from the Faculty of Law at the University of 
Latvia. Emigrated to Belgium with her father. Worked for many years in the institutions 
of the European Union

M. Yevgeny Klimov (1901 – 1990), artist
Born in Jelgava. Graduated from the Latvian Academy of Arts in 1929. Left magnificent 
sketches of Riga, Pskov and the Pechorsk area. His mosaic work The Holy Trinity decorates 
the gates to the Trinity Cathedral in Pskov. Continued his work while abroad from 1944. 
Died in Canada
 m1. Yevgeny Klimov at work. Photo
 m2. Y. Klimov. The village of Heidenheim in Bavaria. Oil, 1948
 m3. Y. Klimov. Old Quebec. Oil, 1950’s
 m4. Yevgeny Klimov’s book Russian Artists first appeared in the author’s mother 
 land in 2002
 m5. Album of the works of Yevgeny Klimov, published in Riga in 2006

Born in Latvia
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N. “Ruthenia” in Riga and abroad
n1. Dimitry Levitsky (1907 – 2007) with his wife. Before the Second World War Lev-

itsky graduated from the Faculty of Law at the University of Latvia. Being a student he joined 
the Russian minority students’ corporation “Ruthenia”. In 1944 a lot of Ruthenians emigrated 
to the West and there they continued the work of the corporation. D. Levitsky was for many 
years its Senior 

n2. In the USA Dimitry Levitsky attained the degree of doctor of philosophy for the in-
vestigation dedicated to the works of the writer Arkady Averchenko. The complete text of the 
investigation was published for the first time in Russia in 1999

n3. May 1989, New York. Ruthenians celebrating the 60th anniversary of the corporation
n4. A unique collection of the history of the corporation came out in 2005

O. Stars of world ballet – formerly from Riga
o1. Mikhail Baryshnikov, one of the most outstanding contemporary dancers, a cho-
reographer and screen-actor 
Born in Riga in 1948 to a military family. Studied at the Riga Choreographic College. 
Made his debut on the stage at the Kirovsky Theatre in Leningrad. During a guest per-
formance in 1974 stayed as a refugee at the West

o2. Aleksandr Godunov (1949 – 1995), well known dancer
Attended the Riga Choreographic College. Danced in the troupe of the Mocow Bolshoy 
Theatre from 1971. During a guest performance in 1979 stayed in the USA, where he 
successfully continued his career, was filmed in Hollywood

P. On Western Radio Stations
p1. Lyudmila Flam (Obolenskaya, nee Chernova), worked 40 years on the radio station 
Voice of America
Emigrated to the West in 1944 with her parents. Is currently working on a collection of 
books and archived material for their return to Russia to the library stock The Russian 
Abroad

p2. Lyudmila Flam, editor and author of the collection of sketches and memoirs The Fate 
of the Generation of the 1920-1930’s in emigration, which was published in Moscow 
in 2006

p3. Yevgenia Zhiglevich, from 1953 to 1973 worked on the radio station Voice of 
America
p4. Gleb Rar (1922 – 2006), from 1975 to 1994 worked for Radio Liberty
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The first historical studies relating to the Russian population of Latvia began in Tsarist 
Russia. This work continued during the first period of Latvian independence (1918 – 1940). 
During the Soviet era in Latvia the problems of history were analysed from the point of view 
of supranational class struggle theory. The historical themes related to the Latvian Russians 
practically ceased to be an object of independent research. However, there were exceptions. 
During these years serious scientific works were published in Latvia related to the business 
ties of the Russian merchants with Riga during the middle ages, as well as to the incipient 
formation of a permanent Russian population on the territory of Latvia. That time the philolo-
gists were allowed more freedom in their investigations. The philologists made a considerable 
contribution to the study of local Russian folklore, the comparative grammar of the Russian 
and Latvian languages and of Russian-Latvian cultural ties. Theatre historians prepared and 
published several books dedicated to the history of the Russian theatre in Riga and its most 
outstanding actors. 

A new stage in the study of the history and culture of the Russian population was begun 
after Latvian independence was restored in 1991. Since then several dozen books have been 
written and published on this topic, in spite of the fact that many Russian scientists were 
squeezed out of the official academic milieu. At present both researchers and the reading 
public show an interest in Russian culture and in the problems faced by Russians of Latvia. It is 
a demonstration of the vitality of the Russian community in the country. 

Illustrations

A. The Monument to Cyril and Methodius in Moscow 
Cyril (827 – 869) and Methodius (825 – 885), originally from Thessaloniki, were enlight-

eners of the Slavic peoples, creators of the Slavonic alphabet and preachers of Christianity. 
The holiday in honour of the saints Cyril and Methodius is a state holiday in Russia, Bulgaria, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia and the Republic of Macedonia. The Orthodox Church marks the 
brothers’ day of remembrance on 24 May. In Latvia this day is not an official holiday, it is cel-
ebrated by the Russian community in Latvia as the Day of Slavonic Literature and Culture. 

B. Ivan Zavoloko (1897 – 1984) had become well-known in the 1920’s and 1930’s 
in Latvia as a public figure, spiritual leader of the Old Believers, researcher of antiquity, local 
historian and a pedagogue. In 1940 he was arrested by the NKVD (Soviet political police) and 
spent 17 years in camps and in exile. On his return to Riga in 1957 he became a free-lance 
worker of the Institute of Russian Literature in Leningrad (the Pushkin House) and participat-
ed in its archaeological expeditions. In 1968 Ivan Zavoloko made a gift to the Pushkin House of 
his “Pustozersky Collection” (1670), which he had found. It is one of the most important docu-
ments of the history of the split in Russian Orthodoxy. The collection contains manuscripts of 
the “Life” of the monk Yepiphany and the archpriest Avvakum, as well as their drawings. In 
total, Ivan Zavoloko gave the Pushkin House more than 100 manuscripts from his collection.

b1. Ivan Zavoloko after his return from exile in Siberia 

C . The Department of Russian Philology of the University of Latvia
Founded in 1940. The first graduation took place in 1946. Among the first graduates 

were: Boris Infantyev, Maria Semyonova, Nadezhda Libtal, Yury Abyzov, Vladimir Mirsky  
c1. Professors of the Department of Russian Philology (left to right): Alexey Ivlev, Lev 

Sidyakov and Vladimir Mirsky. 1960’s
c2. Maria Semyonova (1910 – 1988)
Taught for many years in the Philological department of the University of Latvia. Special-

ist in the field of dialectology and the comparative grammars of Russian and Latvian lan-
guages. On the left of the photograph

c3. In 2006 the Centre for Russian Studies was opened in the Philological department of 
the University of Latvia. Lyudmila Sproge is the director of the Centre 

D. Professor Boris Infantyev
Specialising in folklore, literature, linguistics and culturology. Doctor of pedagogics, doc-
tor of philology. Author of approximately 500 scientific works
d1.  Director of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the University of Latvia, Maija 
Kūle and Professor Boris Infantyev at the presentation of the collected scientific essays 
“Old Belief in Latvia”, 14 December 2004
d2. One of the last works of Boris Infantyev on Balto-Slavonic cultural ties

E. Yelena Franzman (1912 – 1996)
Specialist in the methodology of teaching Russian as a second language. Her Russian lan-
guage textbooks have been used in all the republics of the USSR and also in Bulgaria.
e1. Yelena Franzman and some of her numerous textbooks

F. Vasily Doroshenko (1921 – 1992)
Was a leading specialist in the Institute of History at the Academy of Sciences of Soviet 
Latvia. Author of over 200 scientific works. His works The Outlines of the Agrarian History 

of Latvia in the 16th Century and Trade and Merchant Society in Riga in the 17th Century 
remain today amongst the most important studies of Latvian history.

G. 
Scientific project “The Ethnical Aspect to the Integration of Society” by 
the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the University of Latvia
g1. From left to right: Professor Ilga Apine, Professor Vladislav Volkov and project man-
ager Professor Leo Dribin 
Ilga Apine, Vladislav Volkov and Leo Dribin are the authors of several books in Latvian 
language on Russians, Byelorussians and Ukrainians living in Latvia

H. The University of Daugavpils
h1. Fyodor Fyodorov
Professor, Dean of the sub-faculty of Russian Literature and Culture, member- corre-

spondent of the Academy of Sciences of Latvia. Fyodor Fyodorov initiated the creation of the 
Centre of Slavonic Studies at the University of Daugavpils. At the present time he is the head 
of the Institute of Comparative studies at the University of Daugavpils

h2. Iosif Trofimov (1947 – 2007) 
Doctor of Philology, Professor of the department of Literature and Culture of the Uni-

versity of Daugavpils. Areas of interest ranged from folklore to modern literature. In recent 
years he has done a lot of work on the study of the history of the Orthodoxy and Old Belief. 
Was chairman of the board of the Centre for Russian Culture (the House of Kallistratov) in 
Daugavpils

h3. Eduard Meksh (1939 – 2005)
Specialist in literature, habilitated doctor of pedagogics, professor of the University of 

Daugavpils. Author of a series of monographs on the history of Russian literature. In later years 
studied the history and culture of the Latvian Old Believers. 

I. Ivan Fridrich (1902 – 1975) 
Collector of Russian folklore in Latgalia, author of several books. The Institute of Rus-

sian Literature in St Petersburg (the Pushkin House) has founded the library stock named in 
honour of Ivan Fridrich. The stock is based on materials collected by I. Fridrich and given to 
the Institute. 

J. Ninel Podgornaya
Specialist in local history and A. Pushkin studies.
Set up the “Pushkin and Baltia” museum at the Pushkin Lycée in Riga

K. k1. Yuri Abyzov (1921 – 2006) 
Writer, translator, bibliographer, specialist in literature, leading specialist in the history 

of Russian culture in the Baltic States. Yury Abazov was the founder and for many years head 
of the Latvian Association of Russian Culture

k2. Participants of the International Scientific Conference “Russian Culture in the Baltic 
Countries between the wars” (1918 – 1940). Riga, 26-28 April 2001
k3. Yuri Abyzov, Nikita Struve (France) and the priest Andrey Golikov. Riga, May 2001

L. Antonina Zavarina
Her monograph “Historical and Ethnographical Study of the Russian Population in East-

ern Latvia During the Second Half of the XIX to the Beginning of the XX Centuries” published in 
1986 laid the foundation for the profound study of the process of the formation of the Russian 
population in Latvia.

M. Tatjana Vlasova
Worked for many years in the Theatre Museum. Author of numerous articles and books 

on the history of the Russian theatre in Riga

N.  
In the summer of 2006 the rooms of the Latvian Academy Library (LAB) held a successful 

exhibition dedicated to the Pokrov cemetery which is an ancient orthodox cemetery of Riga. 
Organizers of the exhibition: Svetlana Vidyakina, Svetlana Kovalchuk and Leonid Lents

From left to right: Deputy Director of the LAB Valdis Mazulis, Svetlana Kovalchuk, Svet-
lana Vidyakina and Director of the LAB Venta Kocere at the opening of the exhibition 28 
July 2006

O. Conference on the History of the Latvian Old Belief. April 2004
Speech by Werena Dorn (Germany) 

P. These are just a few of the books related to the history of Russians of Latvia published 
in recent years

Q. 
The “Klio” magazine is the only history magazine in Russian in the Baltic States

Researchers of the History and Culture 
of the Russians of Latvia
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Political Challenges for Russian Minority of Latvia

Citizenship, usage of mother tongue and ethnic-based discrimination are the 
main acute problems for Russian minority of Latvia. At present, one half of the Rus-
sian-speaking community of Latvia are Latvian citizens, while the people belonging 
the other half do not have citizenship of any country in the world. They form the 
unique legal category of “Latvian non-citizens”. Under the current ineffective regula-
tions for the naturalization, this problem will not be resolved for the next 50 years. 

The Russian language is recognized in Latvia to be a “foreign language” even 
though it is the native language of 40% of the population. The official use of the 
Russian language is not permitted in the work of public institutions even of those 
municipalities where the Russian minority constitutes an absolute majority of the 
population. 

Since 2004 most subjects in Russian minority secondary schools have had to 
have been taught in Latvian. This practice is named as “bilingual education”. Over 
the four years since bilingual education was introduced, the process of education in 
Russian schools has deteriorated. 

The ruling Latvian parties never take into account the opinion of the local Rus-
sian minority in the decision making process related to the issues of citizenship, lan-
guage or the future of minority schools. Democracy in Latvia is ethnic in character. 

Latvian citizens of Russian origin have very little representation at the higher 
levels of state administration. For many years the Latvian government has not had 
any minister of Russian origin, rare exceptions are Russian judges, heads of govern-
ment departments or professors at state universities. 

The Russian minority in Latvia is in decline because of emigration and the nega-
tive birth rate. 

But the life is going on. Children are born into Russian families; young people 
receive education and make their way in life. Now, interest in the Russian language 
is growing across Latvian society. A lot of private newspapers and journals are pub-
lished in Russian as well as local TV and radio stations broadcast in Russian too. 

Some positive changes in the life of the Russian minority have been achieved 
in the last 15 years due to the common efforts of the local Russian minority’s politi-
cians, Latvian liberals, European Union, Council of Europe, OSCE, UNO, Council of the 
Baltic Sea States and Russian Federation diplomacy. 

In 1998 the system of naturalisation quotas was abolished and the majority of 
non-citizens were allowed to apply for citizenship. The year 2001 saw the abolition 
of the major part of restrictions for using the Russian language in the private sphere. 
In 2004 the total transition to the instruction in Latvian language was replaced by 
the norm that up to 40 per cent of subjects in Russian minority secondary schools 
could be taught in Russian. 

Latvian Russians are active in political life. There are several Russian minority 
parties represented in the Saeima (parliament of Latvia). At the present (in 2009) 
one quarter of MPs are elected from the lists of the minority parties or are of Russian 
minority origin.

Russian politicians are members of the municipal governments in Riga, 
Daugavpils, Rēzekne and Lūdza. The Russian community of Latvia is represented 
also by one member of the European Parliament. The Russian minority was able 
to organise a series of peaceful mass scale protest actions in 2003 – 2004 in order 
to protect minority schools. This campaign has led to the current fragile balance 
between the process of the state’s assimilative pressure and the resistance of the 
Russian minority.

Latvian Russians have taken up the challenge of their destiny. The journey of 
the Russian community did not begin yesterday. It is sourced in antiquity. Its future 
depends on the wisdom of present generations. 

A. 
Mass scale protest actions in 2003 – 2004 in order to protect minori-
ties’ schools

a1. Emblem of the Staff for protection of Russian minority schools

a2. Protest action on 18 June 2003

a3. Meeting on 22 June 2004

a4. Protest action near the President Palace on 11 February 2004

a5. Participants of the protest action approaching the House of Government (16 
April 2004)

a6. One of the most mass scale meetings (1 May 2004)

a7. Hunger strike to protest of the government’s reform of Russian minority 
schools. 26 August  

a8. Meeting in the day when the reform came into effect (1 September 2004) 

a9. Demonstration on 10 February 2005

B.
On 9 May annually the Russian community of Latvia commemorate the day of 
the Allies victory in the Second World War  

365151 non-citizens lived in Latvia on July 1, 2008 
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